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Chapter I - Administration
2003 Human Resources Act
Private Acts of 2003 Chapter 61
SECTION 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the “2003 Human Resources Law”.
SECTION 2. There is hereby created a human resources department under the oversight of the county
legislative body. The department shall perform the duties and responsibilities set out herein for all
departments of Rutherford County government except for the board of education.
SECTION 3. The human resources department will operate for the purposes of oversight under the
direction of the county mayor. All policies and procedures otherwise adopted by the county departments
will apply to the human resources department unless specific exclusion is made by the county
legislative body.
As amended by:

Private Acts of 2019, Chapter 20.

SECTION 4. The designated oversight committee is hereby authorized to establish and approve
policies, procedures, and regulations in addition to the specific provisions of this act, for implementing a
sound and proficient system for administering matters related to human resources of the county.
SECTION 5. Upon adoption of this act, there shall be one (1) department established for human
resources management of all departments of the county general operations and highway department,
except as the public laws or other private acts of Rutherford County provide otherwise or are in conflict
herewith. This department shall be known as the human resources department. All employees
performing functions related to human resources shall be under the supervision of the human resources
director and such salaries, benefits, and expenses related to said personnel shall be budgeted under
the human resources department.
SECTION 6. The county mayor is authorized to appoint or dismiss a human resources director upon
thirty (30) days' notice, subject to the approval of the county legislative body. The director shall be
responsible to the county mayor in all matters relative to the director's position. The person hired for this
position shall be qualified by training and experience in the field of human standards. The county
legislative body or the steering committee of the county legislative body, as designated by the county
legislative body, and in conjunction with the county mayor, shall jointly conduct an evaluation of the
human resources director on an annual basis. The compensation of the human resources director shall
be included in the annual budget recommendations by the budget, finance and investment committee
subject to the approval of the county legislative body's budget appropriation.
As amended by:

Private Acts of 2019, Chapter 20.

SECTION 7. The human resources director shall install and maintain a human resources management
system in accordance with applicable law and regulations, restrictions of this private act and other acts
of Rutherford County, and such policies and regulations of the county legislative body. More specific
responsibilities shall be outlined in the job description approved by the oversight committee and the
county legislative body. The director shall assist other county officials and department heads in matters
related to human resources.
SECTION 8. This act shall have no effect unless it is approved by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the
legislative body of Rutherford County. Its approval or nonapproval shall be proclaimed by the presiding
officer of the legislative body and certified to the secretary of state.
SECTION 9. For the purpose of approving or rejecting the provisions of this act, it shall be effective
upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it. For all other purposes, it shall become effective as
provided in Section 8.
Passed: May 29, 2003.
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COMPILER’S NOTE: Private Acts of 2003, Chapter 38, was also cited as the “2003 Human Resources
Law”. The language is identical to the Private Acts of 2003, Chapter 61 with the exception of the fourth
sentence in Section 6 which states that the person holding the position of human resources director in
the finance department at the date of adoption of this act shall continue employment with the finance
department in a capacity other than human resources director. No action was taken on this act by the
county legislative body of Rutherford County.

Audit System
Private Acts of 1943 Chapter 278
COMPILER'S NOTE: See T.C.A. 5-8-501 through 5-8-506, a general state law on standard accounting
systems and T.C.A. 5-8-601 through 5-8-604, on Revenue Commissioners, which could have
superseded this act.
SECTION 1. That, in all counties of this State with a population of not more than 33,620 nor less than
33,590 according to the Federal Census of 1940 or any subsequent Federal Census, the books,
accounts, funds and records of all county officials, employees, offices, departments, commissions,
boards and other county agencies shall be audited as follows, to-wit: An initial audit of the books,
accounts, funds and records of the office of the County Judge or Chairman of the County Court, as the
case may be, the office of the County Court Clerk, and the Superintendent of Roads, the
Superintendent of the Workhouse, the Board of Workhouse Commissioners, and/or other officer,
employee, department, commission, board or other agency, as the case may be, having custody,
control, management, administration, supervision and/or direction of the county road system and/or
county workhouse in such counties, shall be and is hereby mandatorily required to be made for a period
of not less than six years prior to and ending June 30, 1943; and an initial audit of the books, accounts,
funds and records of any one or more or all other county officials, employees, offices, departments,
commissions, boards and other county agencies in such counties is hereby permitted and authorized to
be made. Annually thereafter, but beginning with the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1943 and ending June
30, 1944, the books, accounts, funds and records of the office of the County Judge or Chairman of the
County Court, as the case may be, the office of the County Court Clerk, and the Superintendent of the
Workhouse, the Board of Workhouse Commissioners and/or other officer, employee, department,
commission, board or other agency, as the case may be, having custody, control, management,
administration, supervision and/or direction of the county road system and/or county workhouse in such
counties shall be and are hereby mandatorily required to be audited at and following the end of each
fiscal year; and, annually thereafter but beginning with the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1943 and ending
June 30, 1944, the books, accounts, funds, and records of any one or more or all other county officials,
employees, offices, departments, commissions, boards and other county agencies in such counties,
shall be and are hereby permitted and authorized to be audited at and following the end of each fiscal
year.
The auditing commission in such counties hereinafter provided for shall be and is hereby authorized
and empowered to determine the nature, extent and scope of the initial and annual audits hereinbefore
permitted and authorized, but not mandatorily required, to be made.
SECTION 2. That, for each of such counties, there be and is hereby created a County Auditing
Commission, composed of five (5) members, three of whom shall be members of the Quarterly County
Court and two of whom shall be citizens and taxpayers at least twenty-one years of age who are not
members of the Quarterly County Court. Each such County Auditing Commission shall elect the
chairman and secretary thereof from its membership, and the compensation of the members thereof
shall be Three Dollars ($3.00) per day for every day said commission is in session; provided that,
however, no member shall receive more than SeventyFive Dollars ($75.00) in such compensation in
any one year. Said compensation shall be paid by warrant of the County Judge or Chairman of the
Quarterly County Court, as the case may be. Three members shall constitute a quorum for all purposes.
The minutes of the meetings or sessions of said commission shall be recorded in a well bound book,
and be safely kept by the secretary thereof, in which shall be recorded all action of the commission.
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It shall be the duty of said commission, and said commission is hereby required, to employ and/or
contract for the services of a certified public accountant or accountants to make the initial and
subsequent annual audits that are mandatorily required to be made under the terms of Section 1 hereof,
and to cause such audits to be made, and to supervise, manage, direct and conduct the same; and said
commission is hereby authorized and empowered to employ and/or contract for the services of such
accountant or accountants to make such additional initial and subsequent annual audits as are
permitted and authorized, but not mandatorily required, to be made under the provisions of Section 1
hereof, and to cause such audits to be made, and to supervise, manage, direct and conduct the same.
The County Auditing Commission of such counties shall be authorized to expend for and in connection
with the initial audits or either of them provided for in Section 1 hereof, not more than the sum of Five
Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00), and the Quarterly County Courts of such counties shall be and are
hereby authorized and empowered to appropriate additional sums for the purpose of defraying the costs
and expenses of or incident to the making of said initial audits or either of them, and shall be and are
hereby authorized and empowered to appropriate such sum or sums as may be necessary for the
purpose of defraying the costs and expenses of or incident to the making of the subsequent annual
audits provided for in Section 1 hereof.
Said sum of $5,000.00 to defray the costs and expenses of said initial audit or audits is hereby
appropriated from and out of the general county funds of such counties, and shall be available for said
purpose in all events, regardless of any budgetary or other provision therefor or restriction thereon and
regardless of whether or not approved by the Quarterly County Courts of such counties; and, in the
event said sum of $5,000.00 shall be insufficient to defray the costs and expenses of said initial audit or
audits, it shall be the duty of such County Auditing Commission to certify to the Quarterly County Court
that additional funds are needed therefor. Necessary amounts of said sum of $5,000.00 shall be
expended upon order of the chairman of said commission, drawn on the County Judge or Chairman of
the County Court, as the case may be, and it shall be the duty of such County Judge or Chairman of the
County Court to issue warrants drawn on the County Trustee for payment of such expenditures. The
unexpended portion of said sum of $5,000.00 shall be returned to the general county fund.
The County Auditing Commission of every such county shall, on or before June 30, 1944, and on or
before June 30th in each succeeding year, file with the County Judge or Chairman of the County Court
thereof, as the case may be, for submission to and filing with the Quarterly County Court thereof at the
next regular meeting or session thereof, a report of the activities of such commission for the preceding
year.
The County Auditing Commission of every such county shall be a continuing body, and no audit nor
audits provided for in this Act in the process of being made shall be discontinued, interrupted, or be
otherwise interfered with or prevented, nor shall the validity, effect or enforceability of any contract
entered into by said commission as provided for in this Act be in anywise affected, either by or on
account of the expiration of the period or term for which any member thereof has been elected to serve
or the election of the successors to the members of said commission or by or an account of the
removal, ouster or resignation of said members or any of them.
SECTION 3. That it shall be the duty of said auditing commission so designated and appointed, as soon
as practicable after the passage of this Act, to assume the duties of said commission under this Act,
and, as soon as practicable after the passage of this Act, said commission so designated and appointed
shall promptly proceed to employ and/or contract for the services of a certified public accountant or
accountants to make the initial audit mandatorily required and the initial audit permitted and authorized,
to be made under the provisions of Section 1 hereof, and forth-with to proceed to cause said audit or
audits to be made and to supervise, manage, direct and conduct said audit or audits, until the
successors to the members of said commission are elected as hereinafter in this Section provided for.
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At the first regular meeting of the Quarterly County Court after the passage of this Act, the County
Judge or Chairman shall designate the names of six members of the Quarterly County Court, from
which number the Quarterly County Court shall elect three members of the County Auditing
Commission; and at such time the County Judge or Chairman shall also designate the names of four
citizens and taxpayers of said county, from which number the Quarterly County Court shall elect two
members of said County Auditing Commission, the five members so elected to compose the County
Auditing Commission herein provided for, who shall hold their respective offices until the regular July
term or meeting of the Quarterly County Court in 1944, and/or until their successors shall have been
duly elected or appointed and qualified as provided for elsewhere in this Act. The successors in office of
said County Auditing Commission shall be elected or appointed as herein provided annually, at the
regular July term or meeting of the Quarterly County Court, who shall likewise hold their respective
offices until their successors shall have been duly elected or appointed and qualified as herein provided
in this Act.
In the event the County Judge or Chairman should fail to designate members of the Quarterly County
Court and citizens and taxpayers at each meeting of the Quarterly County Court at which time the
members of the County Auditing Commission is required to be elected or appointed as provided in this
Act, then and in such event the Quarterly County Court shall elect such members without them first
having been designated by the County Judge or Chairman, three to be elected from the Court and two
from citizens and taxpayers who are not members of the Court as herein provided. On the other hand,
should the Quarterly County Court fail for any reason to elect all or any number of said commission at
the times herein designated, the County Judge or Chairman shall appoint such commission for the time
hereinbefore provided for their election. Such appointments, however, shall be made from members of
the Court and from citizens and taxpayers as hereinbefore provided in case of election by the Quarterly
County Court.
Vacancies on said commission, whether occurring by reason of death, disability, resignation, ouster,
removal or other cause whatsoever, shall be filled by the Quarterly County Court at its next regular
meeting after such vacancy occurs, from persons designated by the County Judge or Chairman, two
designations or nominations to be made for each such vacancy, or appointed by the County Judge or
Chairman in the event the Court fails to elect as hereinbefore provided, and such newly elected or
appointed member or members shall hold their respective offices until the next regular July term of the
Quarterly County Court, or until their successors are duly elected or appointed and qualified as herein
provided.
the event a vacancy occurs between the regular quarterly sessions of the Quarterly County Court, the
County Judge or Chairman shall appoint a successor, who shall hold office until the next ensuing
regular Quarterly County Court, at which time a successor shall be elected or appointed as hereinbefore
provided.
SECTION 4. That it shall be the duty of every such official, employee, office, department, commission,
board or other county agency of any such county to make available to the County Auditing Commission
of said county, and to the certified public accountant or accountants employed and/or contracted with by
it, all the books, accounts, funds, records, warrants, files and other sources of information of every kind
whatsoever in the possession, custody or control of any such official, employee, office, department,
commission, board or other county agency in anywise relating to or helpful in the making of the audits
mandatorily required, or permitted and authorized, to be made as provided for under this Act. Any
person or persons refusing or failing to make any such books, accounts, funds, records, warrants, files
and other information available for such purpose shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction
shall be punishable by fine of not less than $10.00 nor more than $50.00 and shall be subject to
removal from office under Sections 1877 et seq. of the Code of Tennessee.
SECTION 5. That the County Auditing Commission of every such county shall have authority to
subpoena witnesses and to examine them under oath, and to certify or cite any witness refusing to
testify, pursuant to any such subpoena, to the Circuit or Criminal Court or Courts of such County for
contempt.
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SECTION 6. That in the event the constitutionality of this Act is challenged or any suit is filed involving
the validity or construction of this Act, the County Auditing Commission of every such County is hereby
authorized and empowered to employ an attorney or attorneys to represent said auditing commission in
such litigation. The Judge or Chancellor of the Court in which such suit is tried shall fix the reasonable
compensation of said attorney or attorneys, and said compensation so fixed shall be paid from the
general county funds of such county. The County Auditing Commission of every such county shall be
and is hereby authorized and empowered to employ and/or contract for the services of an attorney or
attorneys, and to stipulate as to and/or fix the compensation to be paid such attorney or attorneys, to
represent said commission in any litigation that may arise out of or preliminary to or in connection with
the making of any of the audits mandatorily required or permitted and authorized to be made under this
Act, and/or to consult with or advise said commission as to any and all legal questions that may arise
either in regard to the powers, duties and/or authority of said commission or in connection with the
making of any such audit; but any compensation payable under this paragraph of this Section to any
such attorney or attorneys shall be chargeable against and be payable only out of sum or sums
appropriated and made available for the making of such audit.
SECTION 7. That the term "certified public accountant" as used in this Act shall mean a person who
has successfully passed an examination and, upon basis thereof, has been duly licensed as a Certified
Public Accountant by the State Board of Accountancy.
SECTION 8. That the provisions of this Act are hereby declared to be severable; and, if any of its
sections, provisions, exceptions, sentences, clauses, phrases or parts be held unconstitutional or void,
the remainder of this Act shall continue in full force and effect, it being the legislative intent now hereby
declared, that this Act would have been passed even if such unconstitutional or void matter had not
been included therein.
SECTION 9. That all laws or parts of laws, in conflict with this Act, be and the same are hereby to the
extent of such conflict repealed.
SECTION 10. That this Act shall take effect from and after its passage, the public welfare requiring it.
Passed: February 2, 1943.

Budget System
Private Acts of 1979 Chapter 49
SECTION 1. Chapter 82 of the Private Acts of 1975 creating a system of accounting and budgetary
procedures is hereby repealed.
SECTION 2. This Act shall be known as the "1979 Accounting and Budgeting Procedures Law".
SECTION 3. GENERAL ORGANIZATION AND PROCEDURES
(a) FISCAL YEAR. There is hereby created a fiscal year for the county and for each office,
department, institution, activity, and agency thereof, which fiscal year shall begin on the first day
of July of each year and shall end on the 30th day of June next following. Said fiscal year shall
constitute the budget year, and the year for accounting and reporting of each and every fund,
office, department, institution, activity, and agency of Rutherford County; but the aforesaid
provision shall be in addition to, and not in lieu of, any accounting and reporting now required of
any official by general law.
(b) GENERAL FISCAL PROCEDURES. The system of fiscal procedure, control, accounting,
and budgeting herein provided shall conform to generally accepted principles of governmental
accounting and shall be in substantial agreement with the recommendations of the National
Council of Governmental Accounting and as prescribed by the State Comptroller of the
Treasury, State Commissioner of Education and other state and federal agencies.
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(c) BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE. A County Budget and Finance Committee is hereby
created. The committee shall consist of not less than five (5) nor more than seven (7) members
who shall be elected by the County Legislative Body at its regular September session of each
year or at any subsequent session.Such committee shall elect its own chairman and shall meet
from time to time as it may deem necessary for the discharge of its duties. The Director of
Finance shall be the ex officio secretary of the Budget Committee. The Budget and Finance
Committee shall perform all duties respecting county budgets and appropriations now
performed, or required to be performed, by the Budget and Finance Committee and shall
perform such other duties as herein provided.
(d) GENERAL RESPONSIBILITIES OF MEMBERS OF THE BUDGET AND FINANCE
COMMITTEE. The Budget and Finance Committee is hereby authorized to establish and
approve policies, procedures, and regulations in addition to the specific provisions of this law, for
implementing a sound and proficient financial system for administering the funds of the County.
(e) CENTRALIZED ACCOUNTING AND BUDGETING OFFICE. Upon the adoption of this law,
there shall be one (1) department established for the accounting and budgeting of all funds of
the County General Operation, Highway Department and Board of Education and other such
funds handled by the County Trustee. This office shall be known as the Finance Office. All
employees performing the functions of payroll, accounting and budgeting in these departments
shall be under the supervision of the Director of Finance and such salaries, benefits, and
expenses relating to said personnel shall be budgeted under the Finance Office.
(f) DIRECTOR OF FINANCE. The Budget and Finance Committee shall have the authority to
appoint or dismiss upon thirty (30) days' notice, subject to the approval of the County Legislative
Body, a Director of Finance. He shall be responsible to the Budget and Finance Committee in all
matters relative to his position. The person hired for this position shall be qualified by training
and experience in the field of accounting to perform his duties in a proficient manner and in
accordance with generally recognized governmental accounting principles. The person holding
this position at the date of the adoption of this act shall continue his employment under the
provisions of this act. The compensation of the Director of Finance shall be included in the
annual budget recommendations by the Budget and Finance Committee subject to the approval
of the County Legislative Body's budget appropriation.
(g) GENERAL RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE DIRECTOR OF FINANCE. The Director of Finance
shall install and maintain an accounting and financial management system in accordance to
state laws and regulations, to restrictions of this private act and other acts of Rutherford County,
and to such policies and regulations of the Budget and Finance Committee and the local
governing body. He shall assist other county officials in achieving a proficient financial
management system for the County.
(h) BONDING OF DIRECTOR OF FINANCE AND PERSONNEL OF THE OFFICE. A blanket
bond of a minimum of twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000.00) for dishonest acts and faithful
performances shall be executed in accordance with the law for the Director of Finance and
personnel of the office. Said bond may be for more than twenty-five thousand dollars
($25,000.00) subject to the approval of the Budget and Finance Committee and the
appropriations of the County Legislative Body and shall be recorded in the office of the Register
of Deeds in the same manner as are the bonds of all county officials.
(i) DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF FINANCE. A person employed by the Finance Office shall be
recommended by the Director of Finance and approved by the Budget and Finance Committee
to serve as Deputy Director of Finance. The person employed for this position shall perform
such duties and responsibilities as assigned by the Director of Finance.
In the event the Director of Finance is absent or intends to be absent for more than twenty-one
(21) days, or is incapacitated or otherwise unable to perform the duties of his office, the Deputy
Director of Finance shall become Interim Director of Finance until the absence or disability is
removed. In the event the Director of Finance objects to the Deputy Director of Finance acting
as Interim Director of Finance, he shall so inform the Budget and Finance Committee and said
committee shall resolve the issue. While serving as Interim Director of Finance, the Deputy
Director shall perform the duties of the Director of Finance necessary to the continued operation
of the office, including the co-signing of warrants and payroll checks.
As amended by: Private Acts of 1982, Chapter 332
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SECTION 4. BUDGETARY PROCEDURES. It shall be the duty of each official, office, department,
institution, agent or employee of the county government to furnish in writing such information, in such
form and at such time as may be requested by the Budget and Finance Committee and to implement
such budgetary procedures as contained in this Act.
(a) BUDGET ESTIMATES. The County Highway Commissioners shall, on or before the first day
of May of each year, file with the Director of Finance an itemized statement of the funds
estimated to be required for the county road program for the ensuing fiscal year and for the
construction, operation, repair and maintenance of the county road system and for the general
administration of the Highway Department and Workhouse, together with an estimate of the
highway and road funds expected to be received during such fiscal year along with supporting
documentation.
The County Board of Education shall, after preparing its annual budget as now provided by law,
file such budget together with supporting documentation including projected revenues on or
before the 15th day of May with the Director of Finance for inclusion in the complete budget
document to be presented to the Budget Committee.
The County Executive and Director of Finance shall, on or before the 15th day of April of each
year, file with the Office of Finance an itemized statement of the amounts which they estimate
are necessary to be expended from the county general fund, the debt service funds and from all
other funds (excluding highway funds, school funds, and funds derived from the sale of bonds)
together with an estimate of revenue to be received during the next fiscal year along with
supporting documentation.
Each of the other operating departments, institutions, offices and agencies shall file with the
Director of Finance on or before April 15th of each year a detailed estimate of its requirements
for expenditures from the county's funds for the ensuing fiscal year, together with an estimate of
any county revenues to be received by such agency, office or department along with supporting
documentation.
The Director of Finance shall, on or before June 1st of each year file a consolidated budget
document with the Budget and Finance Committee showing an itemized statement of the
amounts estimated by the various departments and officials to be required for the efficient
operation of the county government from the county general fund, the debt service funds,
highway funds, school funds and all other funds, together with an estimate of the revenues
estimated to be received by each of the funds during the next fiscal year and estimate of the
unencumbered cash balance of each of said funds at the beginning of said fiscal year.
(b) ADOPTION OF BUDGET BY COMMITTEE -- CONTENTS. On or before June 15th the
Budget and Finance Committee shall review and propose the annual budget. Said budget shall
contain an itemized and classified plan of all proposed expenditures and estimated receipts for
the ensuing fiscal year, and shall conform to the uniform classification of accounts established
by the Director of Finance, first approved by the Comptroller of the Treasury. It is expressly
provided that the classification of expenditures and receipts of any and all county school funds
for any purpose, administered by the County Board of Education and the County Superintendent
of Schools shall conform to the classification of accounts as prescribed by the State
Commissioner of Education.
Opposite each item of estimated revenue the finance department shall show in opposite parallel
columns the amount actually collected for the last completed fiscal year, a revised estimated
amount for the current fiscal year, and the estimate for the ensuing fiscal year. All departments
working in conjunction with the Finance Department will estimate expenditures for the current
and ensuing fiscal year, and supply these figures to the finance department.
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Likewise opposite each item of proposed expenditure, the budget document shall show the
amount actually expended for such item during the last completed year, the probable amount
which will be spent during the current fiscal year and the proposed appropriations or expenditure
estimate for the ensuing fiscal year. In preparing the budget, the Budget and Finance Committee
may revise as it deems necessary the total amount of each major category the estimated
Budget requests made by the various departments, officials, offices, institutions and agencies of
the County. The line items in various account categories of the County Board of Education's
Budget shall be left to the County Board of Education. All departments shall be entitled to a
hearing before the Budget and Finance Committee with reference to the contemplated changes
in the total amount of the estimated budget. The Budget and Finance Committee shall certainly
and fully provide in the budget for all requirements for debt service, interest and bond maturities
and for any cash deficit in any fund at the beginning of the fiscal year, and shall propose a
tentative tax rate for the current calendar year.
(c) PUBLICATION OF PROPOSED BUDGET AND TAX RATE PUBLIC HEARING. On or before
June 15th of each year the Budget and Finance Committee shall cause a synopsis of the
proposed budget, and a statement of the tax rate required to finance the proposed budget, to be
published in a newspaper having general circulation in such county. Said publication shall also
contain a notice of a public hearing to be conducted by said Budget and Finance Committee at
which any citizen of the county shall have the right to appear and state his views on the budget.
Such public hearing shall be held by the Budget and Finance Committee not later than ten (10)
days prior to the beginning of the fiscal year.
Following such public hearing, the Budget and Finance Committee shall make the final revision
of the budget document and notify each department of any revisions in their budget document.
The Board of Education shall on or before seven (7) days prior to the July term of the Legislative
Body adjust the line item required by changes made by the Budget and Finance Committee and
report back to the Budget Committee.
(d) PRESENTATION OF BUDGET TO COUNTY GOVERNING BODYALTERATION OR
REVISION-ADOPTION-TEMPORARY ALLOTMENTS. The Budget and Finance Committee
shall present the budget to the County Legislative Body at the regular July session each year or
at a special session called for this purpose prior to the regular July session. The proposed
budget shall be accompanied by a budget message explaining the financial program and
outlining the services, work and activities to be financed by the proposed budget and a brief
discussion of the means proposed for financing the expenditure program set forth in the budget.
With the proposed budget, the Budget and Finance Committee shall deliver to the County Court
a budget appropriation resolution and a tax levy resolution.
The County Legislative Body may alter or revise the proposed budget except as to provision for
debt service requirements and for other expenditures required by law, but the County Legislative
Body shall finally adopt a budget in July. Provided, however, prior to the adoption of the budget
any county official, board or commission shall be entitled to a hearing before the County
Legislative Body with reference to any changes in budget requests or estimates. Pending such
final adoption the Director of Finance is hereby authorized to make temporary allotments for
expenditures for essential county service, in amounts not in excess of the comparable allotment
for an average quarter of the preceding year.
The budget, the appropriation resolution, and the tax levy resolution, as adopted, shall be
spread upon the minutes of the County Court.
(e) EXPENDITURES -- LIMITATIONS AND RESTRICTIONS -- DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS
-- IMPOUNDMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS. The appropriations made in the appropriation
resolution, or any amendment thereto, shall constitute the limit to expenditures for the various
purposes and from the several funds of such county for the fiscal year covered by said
resolution, and no expenditure shall be made or obligation created in excess of such limitation.
Provided further, that any resolution presented to the County Legislative Body in any fiscal year,
after the original appropriation resolution has been adopted and the tax rate for the year fixed by
said court, which provides for an appropriation in addition to those made in the original budget
appropriation, shall specifically provide by tax levy or otherwise sufficient revenue or other funds
to meet expenditures to be made in consequence of such additional appropriation.
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Provided, further, that if at any time during the fiscal year it shall become apparent that the
revenues of any of the county's funds together with its unencumbered cash balance at the
beginning of such year, will not be sufficient to equal the amount of the original appropriations, it
shall be the duty of the Director of Finance to impound the appropriations from such fund in such
amount as shall appear necessary, subject to the written approval of the Budget and Finance
Committee and such other requirements as provided by law.
The appropriations made by the County Legislative Body, as provided above, shall constitute
authorization for expenditures unless otherwise limited by the County Legislative Body.
Expenditures may be made and obligations created against any appropriation to an aggregate
total of the amount appropriated for such item except that each department or agency shall file
with the Finance Director a copy of each purchase order at the time of origination with a notation
indicating to which specific account it is to be charged. In addition, the expenditures and
encumbrances against the amounts appropriated shall be made only in consequence of an
order issued by the proper authority and subsequent approval of the invoice by the Director of
Finance; except that payrolls and bills for telephones, water, gas, electric and other utility
services, and such other exceptions as approved by the Budget and Finance Committee, shall
first be checked and approved for payment by the various departments or otherwise as provided
by law and county obligations imposed by law shall be approved by the proper authority before
being submitted to the Director of Finance for payment. No expenditures made or obligations
created in any manner shall be valid or binding against the county except as provided by law.
(f) BUDGET AMENDMENTS. The Budget and Finance Committee, with the consent of any
official, head of any department or division which may be affected may take transfers and
adjustments within the smallest budgetary itemization of any subdivision. Additionally, within a
major category of the budget regarding any line item which varies within one thousand dollars
($1,000), more or less, from the original budget adopted by the board of commissioners, except
for those items affecting amounts budgeted for personnel costs and amendments reflecting the
administrative or other expenses relating to the functioning of the county commission, the county
mayor may amend by written approval said line item(s) within a major category of the budget at
the sole discretion of the county mayor. Any other transfers and adjustments shall be submitted
to the budget committee for its recommendation to the county’s legislative body. Budget
amendments should be timely and enacted before the expenditure of such funds.
(g) MONTHLY REPORT OF DIRECTOR. The Director of Finance shall make a report at the end
of each month showing the condition of the budget. Said report shall show for each item of
appropriation, and/or allotment thereof, the total expenditures for the month and the year to
date, the amount of outstanding encumbrances and the amount of the unencumbered balance.
Said report shall also show for each fund an itemized statement of the revenues and receipts
estimated for the year, the amount of the collections of each item for the month and the year to
date and the unrealized portion of the estimate. Each department head, elected official and
board member shall be furnished copies of monthly reports for their respective departments as
soon as the same is available. The most recent of such reports shall be presented by the
Director of Finance at each regular session of the County Legislative Body. At such time he shall
advise the County Legislative Body of the condition of the budget, and of any adjustment or
reduction of appropriations which should be made, and shall recommend any other action
which, in his opinion, the County Legislative Body should take in order that the budget shall be
kept in balance.
(h) CHANGE IN REQUIRED DATES. Any date referred to in Section 4 may be extended for any
reasonable reason or altered to meet federal and state requirements in order to eliminate
duplication subject to the approval of the Budget and Finance Committee and five (5) working
days' written notice.
As amended by: Private Acts of 2006, Chapter 83
SECTION 5. FISCAL PROCEDURE SYSTEM. There shall be set up and maintained in the Office of the
Director of Finance a system of fiscal procedure, control and centralized accounting, hereinafter set out
and described, which shall be under the administrative control and direction of the Director of Finance;
but such system shall be conducted in full accordance with the general law of this state respecting the
duties and responsibilities of the County Executive as fiscal agent of the county and respecting the
statute duties and responsibilities of the County Board of Education as well as the responsibilities and
duties of the County Highway Department.
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(a) DUTIES AND POWERS OF DIRECTION -- RECORDS, ACCOUNTS AND REPORTS -DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS -- PAYROLL SYSTEM. It shall be the duty of the Director of
Finance to post and otherwise keep the records of the central accounting system; to verify all
bills, invoices, payrolls and claims against the county before payment; and to check the
settlements and reports of the various officials and department heads of the county government.
The Director shall, also, after careful pre-audit of invoices, bills, and claims against the county or
any of its funds, prepare disbursement warrants on all county funds. It will be the responsibility
of the Director of Finance to inform any requesting department of expenditure requests that
appear to be inconsistent with original appropriations. It will, also, be the responsibility of the
Director of Finance to inform the Budget and Finance Committee of any such invoices that
cannot be resolved by the Director and the requesting department.
The Director shall administer all funds in accordance with the laws affecting this county and as
prescribed for such agencies as described in Section 3 (b). The Director shall establish a payroll
system for the entire county, and maintain a complete set of records, and set-up a check and
balance system for pre-audit and post audit of all payrolls. The Director is hereby authorized to
maintain a special county payroll account at a local bank in which disbursement warrants for the
total net payroll may be deposited and against which payroll checks for the net earnings may be
issued to each county employee.
(b) RECEIPTS OF FUNDS -- RECEIVABLE WARRANTS. Excepting taxes such as the County
Trustee is authorized to collect, the payment of all monies to the County Trustee by any
collectors authorized by statute, or by anyone on account due the county, shall be made only by
issuance of a receivable warrant signed by the County Executive instructing the Trustee to
receive the amount named, for which the Trustee shall issue his receipt, duplicate of which shall
be delivered to the Director of Finance to be used by him in posting the accounting records.
All monies received for each department or fund as established by law shall be deposited in
such fund and distributed and used according to law.
(c) PAYMENT OF OBLIGATIONS -- DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS. Before any obligation
against the County shall be paid or any disbursement warrant or voucher issued, a detailed
invoice, receivable copy of the purchase order, or such document indicating receipt of
merchandise or service should be approved by the head of an office, department or agency for
which the obligation was made and be filed with the Director of Finance. Said Director shall
establish a system for making a careful pre-audit of such invoice, purchase order, or other
documents, including a comparison with any encumbrance document previously posted or filed
authorizing such obligation, and shall approve for payment only such items as appear to be
correct, properly authorized, and not exceeding the otherwise unencumbered balance of the
allotments or appropriations against which they are chargeable. Disbursement warrants shall be
promptly prepared for all such approved obligations by the Director of Finance Office, signed in
accordance with Section 5 (d), and mailed or delivered to the payees thereof.
A duplicate copy of all disbursement warrants, with all original invoices and other supporting
documents attached thereto, shall be kept on file in the office of the Director of Finance.
(d) SIGNING OF DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS AND PAYROLL CHECKS. All disbursement
warrants drawn on the County Trustee for the obligations of the County Executive, the County
Highway Department, and County Department of Education, shall be signed in accordance with
the law. After the disbursement warrants are prepared in the Director of Finance Office, the
disbursement warrant shall be provided to each department for signing. Upon the signing of said
warrant, the department head signing the disbursement warrant may keep one (1) copy for filing
in such department. The original and all other copies of such warrant shall be returned to the
Director of Finance Office for filing and mailing from such office.
In lieu of each department signing disbursement warrants, the departments may authorize the
Director of Finance to use a signature plate in accordance with the law and approval by the
State Comptroller of the Treasury, provided a copy of such disbursement warrant is provided the
department authorizing the use. If such signature plate is used, it shall be locked in a safe place
when not in use and supervised by the person responsible for its safekeeping when in use. A
record shall be maintained indicating when the signature plate is used, numbers of the warrants
signed, and the person using such plate.
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SECTION 6. Any official named in this Act, or any other official, agent, or employee of the county, who
shall fail or refuse to perform the duties required of him under this Act, or who shall otherwise fail or
refuse to conform to the provisions of this Act, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and subject to
removal from office.
SECTION 7. This Act shall have no effect unless it is approved by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the County
Legislative Body of Rutherford County. Its approval or rejection shall be proclaimed by the presiding
officer of the Legislative Body and certified by him to the Secretary of State.
SECTION 8. For the purpose of approving or rejecting the provisions of this Act, it shall be effective
upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it. For all other purposes, it shall become effective
upon being approved as provided in Section 7.
Passed: March 19, 1979.

County Attorney
Private Acts of 2010 Chapter 56
SECTION 1. The County Attorney shall be appointed or elected by the Rutherford County Board of
Commissioners. The terms, conditions, term of appointment, functions and duties of the office of County
Attorney shall be as set forth in a written agreement approved by the Rutherford County Board of
Commissioners.
SECTION 2. Rutherford County may enter such additional written agreements with private attorneys
and law firms for the provision of additional legal services as the Rutherford County Board of
Commissioners may deem appropriate.
SECTION 3. Chapter 123 of the Private Acts of 1955 and Chapter 67 of the Private Acts of 1957, as
amended by Chapter 23 of the Private Acts of 1965, and any other acts amendatory thereto, are hereby
repealed.
SECTION 4. This act shall have no effect unless it is approved by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the
legislative body of Rutherford County. Its approval or nonapproval shall be proclaimed by the presiding
officer of the legislative body and certified to the secretary of state.
SECTION 5. For the purpose of approving or rejecting the provisions of this act, it shall be effective
upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it. For all other purposes, it shall become effective as
provided in Section 4.
Passed: April 15, 2010.

County Legislative Body
Private Acts of 1959 Chapter 53
COMPILER'S NOTE: The per diem payments of the County Legislative Body are now set by T.C.A
5-5-107 but no mention is made of mileage allowances.
SECTION 1. That from and after the effective date of this Act, the Justices of the Peace of Rutherford
County, Tennessee, shall have and receive as their per diem for attendance upon the Quarterly County
Court of their County and for any extra or special session of said Quarterly County Court, the sum of
Twenty-Five Dollars ($25.00) per day, plus Five cents (5¢) per mile travel each way in going to and from
such meetings of the Quarterly County Court.
As amended by:

Private Acts of 1969, Chapter 171

SECTION 2. That this Act shall have no effect unless the same shall be submitted to the Quarterly
County Court of Rutherford County, Tennessee, and approved by a two-thirds vote of said Quarterly
County Court. Its approval or non-approval shall be proclaimed by the Presiding Officer of the body, and
shall be certified by him to the Secretary of State.
SECTION 3. That this Act shall take effect from and after its passage, the public welfare requiring it.
Passed: February 9, 1959.
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Private Acts of 1959 Chapter 173
SECTION 1. That the Quarterly County Court of Rutherford County, is hereby authorized to create and
establish a Parking Commission in said County to be composed of three (3) members, who shall be
elected for a term of two (2) years, and until their successors are elected and qualified.
The Parking Commission herein created shall have the authority to make and issue all such rules and
regulations which they deem necessary and advisable in connection with the regulation of the parking of
motor vehicles on the inner circle, being property owned by Rutherford County, and the same being
adjacent to the Court House yard in Murfreesboro.
The Parking Commission shall also have the authority to make and issue rules and regulations in
connection with the parking of motor vehicles on any other property owned by Rutherford County, or
which may be acquired by Rutherford County, the same to be situated either in the City of Murfreesboro
or outside the City of Murfreesboro and all such areas shall be classified as off street parking areas, and
within the provisions of this Act for the purpose of regulating motor vehicles parked thereon.
SECTION 2. That the Quarterly County Court is hereby expressly authorized to pass and adopt any
such resolution necessary and deemed advisable in order to carry out any of the provisions of this Act
with reference to the parking of motor vehicles on the inner circle adjacent to the Court House yard as
well as including the parking of such motor vehicles on any of the off street parking areas which may
now be owned by Rutherford County or which may be acquired by Rutherford County under the
provisions of this Act.
SECTION 3. That the Parking Commission, with the approval of the Quarterly County Court, is hereby
authorized to acquire land, either by gift, purchase, or condemnation, in the name of the County for the
purpose of establishing off street parking areas, pursuant to the provisions of this Act. Said land may be
located in the City of Murfreesboro, or the same may be acquired outside the corporate limits of said
City, in the discretion of the Parking Commission. The Quarterly County Court is expressly authorized to
issue bonds in such amounts to be fixed by the Court in order to defray the cost of acquisition of any of
such property and the Court is likewise authorized by proper resolution to appropriate sufficient funds
for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this Act.
SECTION 4. That the Parking Commission is further authorized to contract for, purchase, erect, install,
maintain, and operate parking meters on any or all of the property or off street parking areas as
authorized under this Act.
The Parking Commission is likewise authorized to fix the rates to be charged for the parking of motor
vehicles in or on such property or areas, and said Parking Commission is likewise authorized to fix and
regulate the hours of parking on such property and on such areas as in their discretion they may deem
advisable and proper.
That all parking fees, funds, revenue and fines received and collected under the provisions of this Act
shall be paid into the general fund of Rutherford County.
SECTION 5. That the Parking Commission is hereby authorized to enter into a contract or contracts
with the City of Murfreesboro, individuals or firms in connection with the operation of any of the off street
parking areas, as authorized under this Act.
SECTION 6. That the Parking Commission, with the approval of the Quarterly County Court, is hereby
authorized to employ sufficient personnel in order to carry out the provisions of this Act. The
compensation of such personnel shall be fixed by the Quarterly County Court and paid out of the funds
and revenue received under the provisions of this Act.
SECTION 7. That the Sheriff of Rutherford County and his Deputies are hereby expressly authorized
and directed to carry out and enforce the provisions of this Act, including the arrest and prosecution of
any and all persons violating any of the parking rules, regulations or ordinances which may be passed
or adopted in connection with the regulation of the parking of motor vehicles under the provisions of this
Act. The Sheriff and his Deputies shall have the same authority and duty with respect to parking meters
as authorized hereunder.
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In addition, the Sheriff of Rutherford County is likewise authorized to employ sufficient Deputies to assist
in the enforcement of the provisions of this Act and all such rules, regulations and ordinances which
may be passed or adopted in connection with the parking of motor vehicles on any of the areas herein
designated or outlined, and also for the violation of any rule or regulation or ordinance in connection
with parking meters.
SECTION 8. That the Sheriff of Rutherford County and his Deputies are hereby expressly authorized to
issue citations or arrest warrants against any person for the violation of any parking rule or regulation,
including parking meters, under the provisions of this Act. Any such citation or warrant issued shall be
returnable and tried before the Court of General Sessions of Rutherford County, and said Court shall be
authorized to levy a fine of not less than five dollars ($5.00), nor more than fifty dollars ($50.00) against
any person found guilty of violating any of such parking rules or regulations, including rules and
regulations in respect to the parking meters.
The provisions of this Section shall include any violation in connection with the parking of motor vehicles
on any of the property owned by the County or any property which may be acquired by the County
under the provisions of this Act, as well as violations of parking of motor vehicles with respect to parking
meters.
All fines levied and collected under the provisions of this Act shall be paid into the general fund of the
County.
SECTION 9. That the provisions of Chapter 777 of the Private Acts of 1949 are hereby repealed in their
entirety.
SECTION 10. That this Act shall have no effect unless the same shall have been approved by a
two-thirds vote of the Quarterly County Court of Rutherford County, Tennessee. Its approval or
non-approval shall be proclaimed by the presiding officer of said body and shall be certified by him to
the Secretary of State, at Nashville, the public welfare requiring it.
Passed: March 12, 1959.

Planning Commission
Private Acts of 1979 Chapter 129
SECTION 1. The Rutherford County Planning Commission is authorized to assess a fee not to exceed
twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for each plat submitted to it for approval and an additional fee not to exceed
twenty-five dollars ($25.00) on each lot submitted to it for Commission approval. All funds received from
such fees shall be used exclusively for the purpose of offsetting the operating expenses of such
Planning Commission.
As amended by:

Private Acts of 1982, Chapter 333

SECTION 2. This Act shall have no effect unless it is approved by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the county
legislative body of Rutherford County. Its approval or nonapproval shall be proclaimed by the presiding
officer of the Rutherford County legislative body and certified by him to the Secretary of State.
SECTION 3. For the purpose of approving or rejecting the provisions of this Act, it shall be effective
upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it. For all other purposes it shall become effective
upon being approved as provided in Section 2.
Passed: May 7, 1979.

Purchasing
Private Acts of 2017 Chapter 17
Compilation Update Year: 2018
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SECTION 1. Chapter 421 of the Private Acts of 1943, as amended by Chapter 45 of the Private Acts of
1959, Chapter 102 of the Private Acts of 1989, Chapter 148 of the Private Acts of 1990, Chapter 136 of
the Private Acts of 1996, Chapter 22 of the Private Acts of 1999, Chapter 81 of the Private Acts of 2002,
Chapter 53 of the Private Acts of 2007, and any other acts amendatory thereto, that being the
Rutherford County Purchasing Act, is amended by deleting Chapter 421, as amended, in its entirety and
substituting instead the following:
Section 1. This act shall be known as the "Rutherford County Purchasing Act of 2017."
Section 2. Authority is hereby vested in the County Commission of Rutherford County to
establish a County Purchasing Committee to be composed of seven (7) members
consisting of the County Mayor and six (6) County Commissioners. The six (6) County
Commissioners shall be recommended to the County Commission annually by the
Steering Committee and voted upon by the County Commission. It shall be the duty of
the County Purchasing Committee to purchase any and all supplies and equipment and
to enter into contracts for labor or services which are chargeable under the law to the
County' The County Purchasing Committee is hereby authorized to enact internal rules,
regulations, and bylaws to govern its internal processes in carrying out the provisions of
this Act.
The County Mayor shall be the Purchasing Agent for Rutherford County and ex-officio
chairman of the County Purchasing Committee, and shall be charged with the full
responsibility of executing any and all of the provisions of this Act under the direction of
the County Purchasing Committee, which shall have the sole power and authority to
contract for and purchase all materials, supplies, and equipment of every kind
whatsoever, including insurance, for the use of every official, agent, servant, department,
or agency of, supported by or under the control of, the county government, and no other
official, employee, or agent of the County or of any of its departments or agencies shall
have the right to contract for or purchase any of such material or supplies. The County
Purchasing Committee likewise shall have the sole power and authority to arrange for
the purchase or rental of any and all real estate, machinery, or other equipment where
said purchases or rents are to be paid out of any funds belonging to or under the control
of Rutherford County or any department, institution, or agency thereof, and no other
official, employee, or agent of the county shall have any authority to make such
purchase or rental. In the event the County Mayor shall become disabled or otherwise
incapacitated such that the County Mayor is unable to perform the duties of the
Purchasing Agent as prescribed under this Act, or should the County Mayor vacate or
otherwise leave office without a replacement, the County Budget & Finance Director
shall temporarily perform the duties of the Purchasing Agent until such disability or
incapacity is removed or until the vacancy of the office of County Mayor is filled, as the
case may be.
Nonemergency, nonproprietary purchases for the use of any official, employee,
department, or agency of the county government, the estimated value of which exceeds
Twenty-Five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) shall be executed by the County Mayor as
Purchasing Agent only after such agent has advertised for sealed bids in one or more
newspapers published in Rutherford County and such other newspaper or newspapers
as the agent may deem proper. The sealed bids shall be received by the County
Purchasing Committee at a time fixed in the advertisement, which ten shall not be less
than days after the publication of the advertisement, and which sealed bids shall be
opened publicly at the place, hour, and date advertised. Such advertisements shall
describe requirements by general classifications, and state that detailed descriptions of
the supplies, materials, or equipment desired may be obtained from the Purchasing
Agent upon application. Proposals shall be considered from manufacturers, producers,
or dealers, etc., or their duly authorized selling agents, and bids received after the hour
for opening bids shall not be considered. Tabulation of bids shall be effected as promptly
as possible, after which such tabulation shall be opened for inspection. Contracts shall
be awarded by the County Purchasing Committee only to established and responsible
manufacturers, producers, or dealers, etc., or their authorized agents, and awards shall
be made to the lowest and best bids or bidders. The County Purchasing Committee may
reserve the right to reject any and all bids in whole or in part, and to waive technical
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defects in bids received. When two (2) or more bids are submitted at the same price on
the same character, kind, and quality of supplies, materials, or equipment to be
purchased, the County Purchasing Committee may in its discretion award the contract or
contracts to either of such bidders, or may apportion the requirements between or
among such bidders, or may elect to reject all such bids and advertise for new or
additional bids. ln addition to advertising for sealed bids, it shall be the duty of the
County Purchasing Committee to stimulate bidding by all other feasible means.
Where the estimated fair market value of any nonemergency, nonproprietary purchase
does not exceed the sum of Twenty-Five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00), the County
Mayor in his capacity as Purchasing Agent is hereby granted the authority to make such
purchases and execute contracts for said nonemergency, nonproprietary purchases,
without the necessity of newspaper advertisement or taking bids for such purchases;
provided, however, at least three (3) written quotations shall be required whenever
possible for purchases costing less than the Twenty-Five Thousand Dollar ($25,000.00)
bid threshold established for public advertisement and sealed competitive bids or
proposals but more than Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000) (i.e. forty percent (40%) of the
Twenty-Five Thousand Dollar ($25,000.00) bid threshold). Purchases of like items shall
be aggregated for purposes of the bid threshold. The Purchasing Agent shall use all the
necessary care and diligence in securing the best price possible for the benefit of the
County, commensurate with the quality of said merchandise to be purchased. In no
instance shall the purchase price or the contract price be in excess of the current fair
market value of such nonemergency, nonproprietary purchases.
Notwithstanding any provision of this Act to the contrary, in the event of actual
emergencies arising from unforeseen causes, including delays by contractors, delays in
transportation, and unanticipated volume of work, the Purchasing Agent may waive the
requirement for publicly advertised sealed bids. Such emergencies shall not
include conditions arising from neglect or indifference in anticipating normal needs. The
Purchasing Agent shall prepare an emergency purchase order for each emergency
purchase, which order shall contain at a minimum a description of the nature of the
circumstances which precluded the observation of normal purchasing procedures, and
the procedures followed to obtain a competitive price for the product or service. Each
emergency purchase shall be based on competitive bids, which bids shall be
documented and attached to the emergency purchase order. The procedure for
evaluating competitive bids shall be the same as provided for publicly advertised sealed
bids, except that the Purchasing Agent may receive and evaluate competitive bids, and
award contracts for such emergency purchases in lieu of prior approval by the County
Purchasing Committee. A report of such emergency purchases shall be presented, in
writing, by the Purchasing Agent at each meeting of the County Purchasing Committee.
Such report shall be kept on file and shall be open to public inspection.
Subject to all other requirements herein set out, the purchase of supplies, materials,
equipment, etc. for the County and its agencies may be for long- or short-term contracts,
contracts or orders to be filled or executed at certain seasons of the year, or by blanket
contracts or riders of continuous duration to be executed at stated intervals.
The Purchasing Agent shall keep a complete record of all purchases, with copies of
descriptive advertising, original bids when submitted in writing, and the names of all
bidders together with the amounts of their bids, which records shall be at all times open
to inspection by any taxpayers of the county or any other interested party.
Neither the County Purchasing Committee nor any official, department head, or any
other agent or employee that engages in or who participates in any phase of the
purchasing process established herein or by the rules and regulations of the County
Purchasing Committee shall be financially interested, or have any personal beneficial
interest, either directly or indirectly, in the purchase of any supplies, materials, or
equipment for the County, nor in any firm, corporation, partnership, association, or
individual furnishing any such supplies, materials, or equipment; nor shall the County
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Purchasing Committee or any official, department head, or any other agent or employee
who engages in or who participates in any phase of the purchasing process established
herein or by the rules and regulations of the County Purchasing Committee accept or
receive, directly or indirectly, from any person, firm, corporation, partnership, association,
or individual to whom any contract is awarded or may be awarded, by rebate, gift, or
otherwise, any money or other thing of value whatsoever, or any promise, obligation, or
contract for future reward or compensation.
The County Purchasing Committee may by regulation or otherwise require security to
accompany bids and fix the amount thereof; govern the procedure for the delivery and
storage of supplies, materials and equipment; govern the method and procedure
whereby the departments, agencies and officials of the county shall inform the
Committee of their need for the purchase of supplies, materials, equipment, etc.,
prescribe forms for estimates, requisitions, orders, contracts, stores or storage control;
establish definite or regular periods for submitting estimates or requisitions; dispose of or
trade in obsolete, excess and unsuitable supplies, equipment, and salvage or transfer
them to other using agencies, of the county; provide for hearings on complaints with
regard to the quality, grade, or brand of goods; and waive such rules in special or
emergency cases.
The provisions of this Act shall not apply to the purchase of materials, supplies, or
equipment of the Rutherford County Highway Commission, as authorized under Chapter
55 of the Private Acts of 1951, and neither shall the provisions of this Act apply to the
Rutherford County School Board, and likewise shall not apply to the Community Care
Board, as authorized under the general statutes of Tennessee, nor to purchases from
non-profit corporations such as the Local Government Data Processing Corporation,
whose purpose is to provide goods or services specifically to counties. Further, the
provisions of this Act shall not apply to contracts for professional services under T.C.A. §
12-3-1209.
As amended by:

Private Acts of 2018, Chapter 63.

Section 3. The County Mayor shall furnish a bond in the sum of One Hundred Thousand
Dollars ($100,000.00), which bond shall be conditioned upon the faithful and proper
performance of his duties as Purchasing Agent charged with the full responsibility for the
execution of any and all purchases made under the provisions of this Act. The premium
on said bond shall be paid from the General Fund of the County.
Section 4. The Purchasing Agent shall have the right to require the presentation, or
other forms of regulation, of nonemergency, nonproprietary purchases before other
nonemergency, nonproprietary purchases are made by him; the Purchasing Agent shall
have the authority to regulate the distribution of articles, parts, equipment, property, and
supplies, requiring reports if he deems them necessary.
As amended by:

Private Acts of 2018, Chapter 63.

Section 5. No obligation incurred in the name of the County by any official or
representative of the County, or any other person, shall be a binding obligation upon the
County unless it is executed in conformity with the provisions of this Act as herein set
out, and the County Mayor shall be charged with the responsibility of determining
whether or not any such obligations shall have been incurred in conformity with the
provisions of this Act, and shall have the authority to refuse payment of any claims that
do not conform with the provisions of this Act.
Section 6. Any official named in this Act, or any other official, department head, or any
other agent or employee that engages in or who participates in any phase of the
purchasing process established herein or by the rules and regulations of the County
Purchasing Committee and who fails or refuses to perform the duties required by the
official of this Act or the rules and regulations established by the County Purchasing
Committee, or who shall otherwise fail or refuse to comply with the provisions of this Act
or the rules and regulations of the County Purchasing Committee, may be subject to
removal from office by ouster proceeding or terminated from employment, as the case
may be.
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Section 7. lf any provision of this act or the application thereof to any person or
circumstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or
applications of the act which can be given effect without the invalid provision or
application, and to that end the provisions of this act are declared to be severable.
Section 8. That all Private Acts or parts of such Acts in conflict with the provisions of this
Act shall be and they are hereby repealed.
Section 9. Notwithstanding any provision of the Rutherford County Purchasing Act of
2017 to the contrary, the Rutherford County Purchasing Act of 2017 shall not apply to
any purchases by the local board of education or local education agency (LEA).
As amended by:

Private Acts of 2018, Chapter 63.

SECTION 2. This Act shall have no effect unless it is approved by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the
legislative body of Rutherford County. Its approval or non-approval shall be proclaimed by the presiding
officer of the legislative body and certified to the Secretary of State.
SECTION 3. For the purpose of approving or rejecting the provisions of this Act, it shall be effective
upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it. For all other purposes, it shall become effective
upon being approved as provided in Section 2.
Passed: May 11, 2017.

Repealing Statute
Private Acts of 1979 Chapter 138
SECTION 1. Chapter 186 of the Acts of 1823, Chapter 574 of the Acts of 1909, Chapter 274 of the
Private Acts of 1919, Chapter 484 of the Private Acts of 1923, Chapter 683 of the Private Acts of 1923,
Chapter 287 of the Private Acts of 1931, Chapter 838 of the Private Acts of 1933, Chapter 876 of the
Private Acts of 1933, Chapter 134 of the Private Acts of 1937, Chapter 841 of the Private Acts of 1937,
Chapter 359 of the Private Acts of 1939, Chapter 494 of the Private Acts of 1939, Chapter 323 of the
Private Acts of 1945, Chapter 615 of the Private Acts of 1949, Chapter 758 of the Private Acts of 1949,
and Chapter 69 of the Private Acts of 1957 are repealed.
SECTION 2. This Act shall have no effect unless it is approved by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the county
legislative body of Rutherford County. Its approval or nonapproval shall be proclaimed by the presiding
officer of the Rutherford County legislative body and certified by him to the Secretary of State.
SECTION 3. For the purpose of approving or rejecting the provisions of this Act, it shall be effective
upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it. For all other purposes, it shall become effective
upon being approved as provided in Section 2.
Passed: May 9, 1979.

Administration - Historical Notes
Compilation Update Year: 2017
Audit System
The following private acts were once applicable to Rutherford County but they now have no effect,
having been repealed, superseded, or having failed to win local approval.
1.

Private Acts of 1919, Chapter 587, created the office of County Auditor in Rutherford County
who would be appointed by the Governor for a four year term at an annual salary of $750,
payable in equal monthly installments. Many of the Auditor's duties were catalogued in the Act.
The Auditor was given the authority to appoint an Assistant but the assistant's pay would have
to come from the auditor's compensation.

2.

Private Acts of 1939, Chapter 517, established an audit in Rutherford County at the end of
each fiscal year involving all the county officials and offices. The audit would be made by a
Certified Public Accountant employed for that purpose by the County Court from competitive
bids which cost would be paid from the general funds of the county.

Budget System
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The following acts once created a budgeting system for Rutherford County, but they have been
specifically repealed or superseded by current law. Also referenced below are acts which repeal prior
law without providing new substantive provisions.
1.

Private Acts of 1933, Chapter 386, conferred the authority to manage, supervise, and control
the county fiscal affairs upon the County Court of Rutherford County. The fiscal year would
begin on July 1 of each year and end on August 31 of the following year for which a budget
must be adopted. The Chairman or Judge of the Court would appoint one member and the
Court would elect two more of its members to the "Committee on Finance, Ways, and Means"
who would begin hearings approximately thirty days preceding the July term of each year for
all departments and divisions, except the Schools. The Committee would prepare a tentative
budget for the Court and recommend a tax levy. This Act was repealed by Private Acts of
1975, Chapter 82. As published, the census figures listed in the Act would appear to make this
Act apply only to Roane County.

2.

Private Acts of 1935, Chapter 821, was almost an exact duplicate of Private Acts of 1935,
Chapter 386, except that all three members of the "Committee on Finance, Ways, and Means"
would be elected from the membership of the Quarterly Court by the Quarterly Court. This Act
was repealed by Private Acts of 1975, Chapter 82.

3.

Private Acts of 1943, Chapter 460, made it the duty of the Board of Workhouse
Commissioners to file a budget request, in the form specified by the Act, with the Fiscal Agent
of the County by the first Monday in May for the road department; the Board of Education must
do likewise for the school system; the County Judge must file for the expenses of the general
county fund including those areas of responsibility assigned to him; all other county agencies,
departments, etc., must submit requests for their divisions; the County Trustee must file one
for his department. The Quarterly Court would appoint a three member Budget Commission,
one from outside Murfreesboro, one from inside Murfreesboro, and only one could be a
member of the Court, all to be paid $5 per day for each day spent on the budget process. The
Secretary, appointed by the Commission to keep records, would also be paid $5 per day. The
County Judge would be the ex-officio Director of the Budget. The details of budget preparation
and a time schedule for submission of departmental budget requests were specified in the Act.
The Judge could employ an assistant to help with budget and could draw a minimum of $100
a month for this purpose, the maximum to be set by the Court. The Commission would file a
tentative budget containing their recommendations for adoption by the whole court and for a
tax levy which would produce that amount of money. Penalties were provided for the misuse of
authority and funds and for failure to comply. Budget appropriations would constitute the limit
of expenditures except in emergencies when certain conditions must also be met. This Act
was repealed by Private Acts of 1975, Chapter 82.

4.

Private Acts of 1949, Chapter 504, amended Private Acts of 1943, Chapter 460, to provide
that all three members of the Budget Commission must be members of the County Court and
elected by the Court at its April meeting. The residency restrictions were removed. This Act
was repealed by Private Acts of 1975, Chapter 82.

5.

Private Acts of 1957, Chapter 239, properly ratified by the Court, amended Private Acts of
1943, Chapter 460, thus relieving the County Judge of the task of countersigning school
warrants, it being the intention of the General Assembly to make school warrants, properly
issued, valid without the County Judge's signature. This Act was repealed by Private Acts of
1975, Chapter 82.

6.

Private Acts of 1969, Chapter 65, amended Private Acts of 1943, Chapter 460, increasing the
membership of the Budget Commission from three to five. This Act was repealed by Private
Acts of 1975, Chapter 82.

7.

Private Acts of 1972, Chapter 410, would have enacted the "County Budgeting Law of 1972"
had it been approved by the Quarterly County Court. A five member Budget Committee was to
have been established consisting of the County Judge and four members of the County Court
selected by the County Court. The Budget Committee was empowered to appoint, with the
approval of the County Court, a Director of Accounts and Budgets.

8.

Private Acts of 1974, Chapter 184, was to have enacted the "County Budgeting Law of 1974",
but it never became effective as it never received local approval. A seven member County
Budget and Finance Committee was established to include the County Judge and six
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members of the County Court. Provision was made for the Committee to appoint a Director of
Accounts and Budgets.
9.

Private Acts of 1974, Chapter 355, amended Private Acts of 1974, Chapter 184, as to the
compensation of the Director of Accounts and Budgets. This Act was not approved locally and
never became effective.

10.

Private Acts of 1975, Chapter 82, known as the County Budgeting Law of 1975, set forth the
procedures for budgeting, which included the Highway Commission and the Board of
Education. A seven member County Budget and Finance Committee was created who would
appoint a Director of Accounts and Budgets. This act was repealed by Private Acts of 1979,
Chapter 49.

County Attorney
The following acts once affected the appointment, election, or office of the county attorney in Rutherford
County. These acts are included for historical reference only.
1.

Private Acts of 1955, Chapter 123, created the office of County Attorney for Rutherford
County. This act was repealed by Private Acts of 2010, Chapter 56.

2.

Private Acts of 1957, Chapter 67, as amended by Private Acts of 1965, Chapter 23, was
repealed by Private Acts of 2010, Chapter 56.

County Clerk
The following acts once affected the office of county clerk in Rutherford County. They are included
herein for historical purposes. Also referenced below are acts which repeal prior law without providing
new substantive provisions.
1.

Private Acts of 1919, Chapter 274, permitted females, married or single, over the age of
twenty-one years, and residents of the counties appointing them, to serve as a Deputy in the
office of the County Court Clerk, granting all the rights and imposing all the obligations of other
Deputy Clerks upon them, and specifying that acceptance of the position would constitute a
waiver of any defense as a married woman, and work as an estoppel to deny any legal liability
peculiar to coverture. This Act was repealed by Private Act of 1979, Chapter 138.

2.

Private Acts of 1933, Chapter 876, established the annual salaries for several positions in
Rutherford County. The salary of the County Court Clerk was fixed at $3,000 but would be
paid only when the fees collected in the office equaled that amount. Any surplus would be paid
into the county treasury and be properly accounted for. The expenses of the office would
continue to be paid in the manner provided by law. This Act was repealed by Private Acts of
1979, Chapter 138.

County Legislative Body
The following acts once applied to the quarterly court or the county legislative body of Rutherford
County and are included herein for historical purposes.
1.

Acts of 1803, Chapter 39, regulated the terms of the Courts of Pleas and Quarter Sessions as
they existed in the district of Mero. In the newly formed County of Rutherford, the Court would
meet on the first Monday in January, April, July, and October.

2.

Acts of 1803, Chapter 70, established the court terms for the Courts of Pleas and Quarter
Sessions in Rutherford County to the first Monday in March, June, September, and December.
The Courts would meet in the house of Thomas Rucker until a court house was built.

3.

Acts of 1809, Chapter 93, fixed the opening dates of the terms of the Courts of Pleas and
Quarter Sessions in every County. In Rutherford County the Court would officially convene on
the first Monday in January, April, July, and October.

4.

Acts of 1813, Chapter 134, changed the meeting dates of the Quarterly Courts in the Counties
of Williamson, Bedford, Lincoln, Hickman, Maury, Giles, Claiborne, Sumner, and Rutherford
where the Court would meet on the second Monday in January, April, July, and October.

5.

Acts of 1815, Chapter 137, stated that the volume of business in the Courts of Pleas and
Quarter Sessions of Rutherford, Maury, and Grainger Counties is such that it cannot be
finished in the time allotted to the Courts, therefore the Justices of these Courts could
hereafter continue the term from day to day up until two weeks, or to such time as the
business of the Court may be completed if less than the two weeks.
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6.

Acts of 1817, Chapter 128, was the enabling law for the Counties of Davidson, Smith,
Franklin, Rutherford, Maury, Lincoln, Giles, Overton, Bedford, Wilson, Hickman, Sumner,
Stewart, Humphreys, Williamson, Jackson, White, Montgomery, Warren, Robertson, and
Dickson, at the first meeting of the year of their respective Quarterly Courts, to levy a tax for
the purpose of providing additional compensation to the jurors attending the county and circuit
courts. The additional compensation could not exceed fifty cents per day.

7.

Acts of 1817, Chapter 138, set the terms of the Quarterly Court of Rutherford County to start
on the second Monday in March, June, September, and December, of each year, to continue
for two weeks unless the business of the Court was completed earlier.

8.

Acts of 1819, Chapter 136, provided that the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions would meet
in Rutherford County on the third Monday in March, June, September, and December, for a
term of two weeks unless the docket of the Court was cleared sooner than that.

9.

Acts of 1820, Chapter 26, stated that the Rutherford County Court of Pleas and Quarter
Sessions would open and hold their March and September Sessions at the Court House in
Murfreesboro on the second Monday in each of those months, to continue from day to day for
three weeks, unless the Court's business was finished earlier than three weeks. The June and
December sessions would meet on the third Mondays.

10.

Acts of 1821, Chapter 127, provided that the Rutherford County Quarterly Court from and after
April 1, next, would sit regularly on the third Monday in January, April, July, and October, for a
term of two weeks unless the dockets were completed prior to that time.

11.

Acts of 1822 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 58, vested the presiding Judge of the Fourth Judicial Circuit
and the Justices of the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions of Rutherford County with the
right to adjourn their Courts to any other house in Murfreesboro which they might consider
proper, any law to the contrary notwithstanding.

12.

Acts of 1823, Chapter 197, allowed the Justices of the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions of
Rutherford County, a majority being present and deeming it expedient, on the first day of the
first term of each year to select three of their number to hold the Court for the remainder of the
year, their names being recorded by the County Court Clerk. Those selected would attend
each term of Court and hold the same each day except when county business was to be
considered, and proceed with the trial of civil and criminal cases. The Justices chosen would
be paid $1.50 per day except when the Quarterly County Court meets. The Clerk would add
$1.00 to the costs in each case before the Court to finance this program of Quorum Courts.

13.

Acts of 1827, Chapter 89, scheduled after April 1, next, the Court of Pleas and Quarter
Sessions of Rutherford County to meet on the third Monday in February, May, August, and
November.

14.

Acts of 1835-36, Chapter 6, enacted pursuant to the 1835 State Constitution, established the
Court in every county to be held by the Justices of the Peace. The Court would meet on the
first Monday of every month and would continue in session until the public business was
completed. The Justices would elect a Chairman for a one year term who would preside over
the Court. The Court was empowered to levy a tax in accordance with Section 29, Article 2 of
the State Constitution.

15.

Acts of 1869-70, Chapter 118, allowed the town of Smyrna in Rutherford County an additional
Justice of the Peace over and above the two who were allowed to the Civil District by the
general law.

16.

Acts of 1879, Chapter 216, recited in the preamble that at the December term of the Criminal
Court in Rutherford County in 1878, W. J. Carney, a Justice of the Peace for the said County,
was found guilty of being in an intoxicated state which is a misdemeanor in office, and he was
consequently disqualified from holding office under the laws of this state, and, further, all of the
good citizens of his neighborhood were now requesting that this disability be removed, this Act
accomplishes that fact and restores Carney to all the rights, privileges and immunities of full
citizenship.

17.

Private Acts of 1901, Chapter 319, established a Court known as the Common Law, Chancery,
and County Court of Rutherford County, on which was conferred jurisdiction to try all cases
arising at law of a criminal, commercial, or civil nature, formerly possessed by the Circuit,
Chancery, and County Courts. The Judge would be elected by people and have all the powers
of the Circuit and County Judges and the Chancellors of the State with whom he might
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interchange. Terms were set for all the different jurisdictions of the Court, the County Court
division meeting on the first Monday of every month. The Circuit Court Clerk, the Clerk and
Master, and the County Court Clerk would continue to serve the Court in their respective areas
of authority. The Judge would be ex-officio Chairman of the Quarterly and County Courts. The
Judge's salary was set at $1,800 a year, and the District Attorney also provided for in this law,
would be paid $600 annually. The Governor was required to appoint the first Judge and
District Attorney to serve until their successors were elected and qualified.
18.

Private Acts of 1931, Chapter 352, abolished the offices of Chairman and Chairman pro
tempore of the County Court in Rutherford County from and after the first Monday in January,
1932.

19.

Private Acts of 1933, Chapter 279, authorized the Rutherford County Quarterly Court to set
the compensation of the standing committees of the Court which were called upon to render
special services. The amount would be fixed by Resolution of the Court and would remain
thusly until changed by the same method. This Act did not apply to the County Judge, the
Trustee, or the County Court Clerk.

20.

Private Acts of 1939, Chapter 135, stated that the Quarterly Court of Rutherford County would
hereafter convene in regular session on the second Monday of January, April, July, and
October.

21.

Private Acts of 1951, Chapter 296, declared that the Justices of the Peace shall receive $5 per
day compensation for their services in attending the regular and called meetings of the
Quarterly County Court. The per diem payment, specified above, would be in addition to any
mileage allowed them under current law. NOTE: Rutherford County did not fall into the
population bracket listed in the Act nor did any other county. The House Sponsor of this Act
was the Representative for Rutherford County.

22.

Private Acts of 1955, Chapter 297, increased the per diem payments for the Justices of the
Peace in Rutherford County from $5 to $10 and set mileage payments at five cents per mile
for each mile traveled in going from their homes to the Court house and return. This Act was
not acted on by local authorities and therefore never assumed active status under the
provisions of the Home Rule Amendment of the State Constitution.

23.

Private Acts of 1957, Chapter 66, set the compensation at $10 per day and five cents per mile
for the Justices of the Peace of Rutherford County but this Act was never approved by the
Quarterly Court and never became effective.

24.

Private Acts of 1972, Chapter 383, transferred all the judicial functions of the County Judge
and all the judicial jurisdiction, duties, and functions heretofore vested in the Quarterly Court to
the Chancery Court of Rutherford County and its Clerk and Master. Many of the judicial
functions involved were specified in the law, and the title "County Judge" was redesignated as
"County Administrator". This Act was not acted on by the Rutherford County Quarterly Court
and consequently never took effect under the provisions of the Home Rule Amendment to the
State Constitution.

County Mayor
The references below are of acts which once applied to the office of county judge, or county executive
in Rutherford County. They are included herein for historical purposes only. Also referenced below are
acts which repeal prior law without providing new substantive provisions.
1.

Acts of 1855-56, Chapter 253, created the office of County Judge in every Tennessee County,
abolishing the Quorum Courts and the post of Chairman of the County Court, both of which
would be hereafter filled by the County Judge. The County Judge would be elected by the
people for a four year term and would be sworn and commissioned as any other Judge. The
Court would hold regular sessions on the first Monday in every month but on those Mondays
when the Quarterly Court met, the business of that Court would be disposed of first. The
powers and duties of the Judge were specified in Sections Six and Eight both as the Judge
and as the accounting officer and general agent of the County. The County Court Clerk would
continue to operate in that capacity. The County Judge was not precluded from the practice of
law in all other Courts except the one over which he presided. This Act was repealed by Acts
of 1857-58, Chapter 5.

2.

Private Acts of 1909, Chapter 577, created the office of County Judge in Rutherford County
who must be learned in the law and who was to be elected by the people for an eight year
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term. The Governor would appoint the first Judge who would serve until the next election in
August, 1910, when his successor would be elected. All the duties and responsibilities of the
Chairman of the County Court and the Chairman Pro Tem of the County Court were
transferred to the Judge. Sections Six and Eight contained the specific grants of jurisdiction
and duties to the Judge. The Judge was permitted to practice law in all courts but his own and
would conduct the meetings of the Quarterly Court on the first Monday in January, April, July,
and October. The County Judge's salary was fixed at $700 annually payable quarterly. This
Act was repealed by Private Acts of 1911, Chapter 219.
3.

Private Acts of 1931, Chapter 57, was the enabling act for a referendum to be held in
Rutherford County on the question of creating the office of County Judge. The results would
be certified to the Representatives in the General Assembly.

4.

Private Acts of 1931, Chapter 353, as amended, created the office of county judge in
Rutherford County. The governor would appoint a county judge until the regular August
election in 1934.

5.

Private Acts of 1933, Chapter 280, amended Private Acts of 1931, Chapter 353, so as to alter
the method of administering insolvent estates in Rutherford County and by enlarging the
jurisdiction of the Court in regard to these estates and those of minors and persons under
disability. The power over insolvent estates was transferred from the Chancery Court to the
County Court, procedures to be followed being detailed in the Act. The authority for the County
Judge to interchange with Chancellors and Circuit judges was granted by inserting a new
Section 6-D to that effect. This Act was repealed by Private Acts of 1965, Chapter 24.

6.

Private Acts of 1947, Chapter 366, stated in the preamble that the administration of the Social
Security Law had greatly increased the duties of the County Judge, and a great number of the
Justices of the County has requested the General Assembly to increase the salary
accordingly, therefore this Act grants additional compensation of $1,100 per year to the Judge,
payable monthly. This Act was repealed by Private Acts of 1963, Chapter 226, Page 707.

7.

Private Acts of 1967-68, Chapter 448, would have replaced the office of County Judge with the
office of County Administrator. The individual would have and exercise the powers and duties
of the County Judge, except certain judicial functions. All judicial duties of the County Judge
were transferred to the Judge of the Court of General Sessions. This Act never received local
approval and did not become effective.

8.

Private Acts of 1972, Chapter 383, would have transferred all judicial functions exercised by
the County Judge to the Chancery Court of Rutherford County. The office of County Judge
would be redesignated as the "County Administrator of Rutherford County." This Act never
received local approval and did not become effective.

9.

Private Acts of 1973, Chapter 1, would have made the office of County Judge exclusively an
executive and administrative office, removing all of its judicial functions but retaining the title
"County Judge." The County Judge would be elected for a four year term. This Act never
received local approval and did not become effective.

10.

Private Acts of 1973, Chapter 2, was similar to Private Acts of 1973, Chapter 1, except the
compensation of the County Judge was set at $17,500 per year. This Act never received local
approval and did not become effective.

11.

Private Acts of 1974, Chapter 187, amended Private Acts of 1931, Chapter 353, as amended
by Private Acts of 1933, Chapter 280, and Private Acts of 1965, Chapter 24, by deleting
sections 5, 6, 7, 10, 12 and 13. Before June 1, 1974 the county election commissioners held a
special election giving voters the opportunity to vote for or against a four (4) year term for the
county judge.

12.

Private Acts of 1977, Chapter 64, authorized the Rutherford County Judge to administer any
oath provided for under the Tennessee Constitution or any other provision of law.

County Register
The following acts once affected the office of county register in Rutherford County, but are no longer
operative. Also referenced below are acts which repeal prior law without providing new substantive
provisions.
1.
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documents, belonging to his office, to the seat of government (Murfreesboro at that time),
where he would keep the office and do and perform all the duties and responsibilities of the
Register. The Act requiring the Register to keep his office at Nashville was repealed. The
office could be kept by the Register, or a Deputy, but the Register was answerable for the acts
of the Deputy.
2.

Private Acts of 1919, Chapter 274, allowed females, married or single, over the age of 21 and
a resident of the county of appointment, to serve as a Deputy in the office of the Register of
Rutherford County, imposing upon them all the obligations and duties of any other Deputy
Register, and denying them the right to plead coverture to any action by their acceptance of
the job and estopping them to deny liability for their actions on the ground of their being
women. This Act was repealed by Private Acts of 1979, Chapter 138.

3.

Private Acts of 1933, Chapter 876, set the annual salaries for several officials in Rutherford
County. The salary of the Register would be $2,500 per year if the fees of the office reached
that amount. If the fees exceeded that amount, the surplus would be paid into the county
treasury. Expenses of the office would continue to be paid as the law now provided.

4.

Private Acts of 1959, Chapter 44, directed that in Rutherford County all deeds, mortgages,
deeds of trust, subdivision plots, tract maps, and all other instruments vesting or divesting title
to or in real property be first presented to the Tax Assessor's office from which the Tax
Assessor must extract some specified information and stamp the instrument to that effect, for
all of which a fee of fifty cents could be charged, before the Register of the County was
permitted to record the same. Unless the above were fully complied with the transfer of
property would not become effective, as to the creditors of the bargainor or grantor. This Act
was repealed by Private Acts of 1975, Chapter 40.

5.

Private Acts of 1973, Chapter 127, was the legislative authority for Rutherford County to adopt
an official property identification map which would assign a number, or some other symbol of
identification to every piece of property in the County. After the adoption of the Map, the
Register could not record any deed unless it contained the identification numbers and a
statement of whether it was improved property, or not, and the Post Office address of the
property and its owner, or owners. The numbers were not designated as a part of the official
description of the property and could be noted in the margins or some other appropriate spot.
This Act was repealed by Private Acts of 1975, Chapter 41.

County Trustee
The following acts once affected the office of county trustee in Rutherford County, but are no longer
operative. Also referenced below are acts which repeal prior law without providing new substantive
provisions.
1.

Acts of 1815, Chapter 48, required that after January 1, next the Treasurers, or Trustees, of
the Counties of Greene and Rutherford, keep their respective offices at the towns of
Greeneville and Murfreesborough, any law to the contrary notwithstanding.

2.

Acts of 1823, Chapter 232, authorized and directed the Treasurer of West Tennessee to pay
over to the Trustee of Rutherford County the sum of $61.10 the same being so much of the
revenue of Rutherford County which was raised and collected by the Sheriff of the County in
1821, and paid by mistake into the State Treasury when the money should have been paid to
the County.

3.

Private Acts of 1917, Chapter 597, provided that the County Trustee of Rutherford County
would give one bond to the State of Tennessee for the State's use and benefit, and another
bond for the use and benefit of the County in the sum of one-fourth of the total taxes collected
for State and County purposes during the year immediately preceding the year of the bond, as
the taxes were reported in the State Comptroller's Office.

4.

Private Acts of 1919, Chapter 274, granted to all females, married or single, over the age of
21, and residents of the county appointing them, the right to serve as a Deputy in the County
Trustee's office, assuming all the obligations and duties in the same manner as anyone else,
and by their acceptance of the position were estopped to plead any defense of coverture or to
deny any legal liability because they were women. This Act was repealed by Private Acts of
1979, Chapter 138.

5.

Private Acts of 1933, Chapter 876, fixed the salaries of several county officials in Rutherford
County among which the sum of $3,000 was prescribed to be paid to the Trustee each year,
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but only when the fees collected in the Trustee's office amounted to that much, and the
surplus, if any, would be paid into the county treasury, and accounted for. All expenses of the
office would continue to be paid by the county as the law permitted.
6.

Private Acts of 1935, Chapter 820, authorized the Quarterly County Court to empower the
Trustee to stamp a prescribed endorsement on the county warrants issued by the Board of
Education when the available funds were not enough to pay the same, which endorsement
specified that 6% interest would be paid on the amount of the warrant from the date of
endorsement until the date of payment.

7.

Private Acts of 1947, Chapter 4, amended Private Acts of 1935, Chapter 820, so as to change
the payment of interest on school warrants from an arbitrary 6% to an amount which would be
less than and which could not exceed 6% in any circumstances.

Parking Commission
1.

Private Acts of 1949, Chapter 777, authorized the Quarterly Court of Rutherford County to
elect a Parking Committee of three of their members to serve for a two year period, to regulate
and control parking on county property connected with or adjacent to the Court House and
Square, to erect and manage parking meters, if and when installed, and to remove any
parking meters which may be situated on the above mentioned area, or to contract with those
who have installed the existing meters, whichever seems to be the most expedient. This Act
was repealed by Private Acts of 1959, Chapter 173. This Act was discussed in Rutherford
County v. City of Murfreesboro, 309 S.W. 2d 778 (1958).

Purchasing
The following acts once affected the purchasing procedures of Rutherford County, but are no longer
operative. Also referenced below are acts which repeal prior law without providing new substantive
provisions.
1.

Private Acts of 1933, Chapter 281, vested the authority in the Quarterly Court of Rutherford
County to set up a purchasing agency composed of not more than three County Officials
whose duty it was to purchase supplies and equipment and to enter into contracts for labor or
services which are chargeable to counties under the law. The Court was enabled by
Resolution, properly adopted, to designate the county officials, one of whom would be the
County Judge, or Chairman, who would serve as the agency and to prescribe in the same
manner such rules and regulations as might be necessary. All conflicts were repealed except
that this Act would in no way affect Private Acts of 1931, Chapter 353, which regulated the
County Judge's office.

2.

Private Acts of 1972, Chapter 410, enacted a system of accounting, budgeting, and set up
purchasing procedures for Rutherford County which would have repealed several earlier acts
on these same subjects but this act was not acted on by the Quarterly Court being thus
nullified. A seven member County Purchasing Committee was created who would appoint a
County Purchasing Agent.

3.

Private Acts of 1974, Chapter 184, created a County Purchasing Committee of seven
members, one of whom would be the County Judge. The Committee would appoint a County
Purchasing Agent whose duties were specified in the Act. This Act was not approved by the
Quarterly Court thereby failing to become operative.

4.

Private Acts of 1974, Chapter 355, amended Private Acts of 1974, Chapter 184, rewriting the
paragraph on the salary of the Director of Budgets and Accounts so that the salary would be
set by the Quarterly Court upon the recommendation of the Budget and Finance Committee,
but the salary could not exceed the salary of the County Trustee. This Act was also rejected by
the Quarterly Court as was the Act it purported to amend.

5.

Private Acts of 1975, Chapter 39, provided for a Purchasing Agent to be appointed by the
Purchasing Committee, who must be bonded, and qualified in the field of purchasing. The
salary would be set annually by the Quarterly Court who must furnish the Purchasing Agent an
office which the agent must keep open during regular hours. Several specific powers and
duties are mentioned in the Act. A purchasing committee of seven members was devised, one
of whom would be the County Judge, one would come from the School Board, one from the
Highway Commission, and four from the Quarterly Court. The Committee, with the agent,
would promulgate the rules and regulations in accordance with the general restrictions laid
down in the Act as they were specified in regard to the information of contracts and
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procedures to be followed in the solicitation and award of bids. Nothing could be bought
unless the funds were available to pay for it except under the conditions formulated in the act.
All personal interest in contracts, rebates, and gifts was prohibited and forbidden under
penalty. This Act was rejected by the Quarterly Court of Rutherford County.
6.

Public Acts of 1977, Chapter 87, increased the minimum dollar amount from $500 to $1,500
for which advertised sealed bids were required. The official records from the Secretary of
State's office show that no action was ever taken by the County Commissioners on this act.

7.

Private Acts of 2017, Chapter 17, deleted and replaced Private Acts of 1943, Chapter 421, as
amended, the Rutherford County Purchasing Act. The Private Acts of 2017, Chapter 17,
enacted the "Rutherford County Purchasing Act of 2017."

General References
The following private or local acts constitute part of the administrative and political history of Rutherford
County but are today no longer operative because they have either been superseded, repealed, or
failed to receive local approval. Also referenced below are acts which repeal prior law without providing
new substantive provisions.
1.

Acts of 1803, Chapter 43, stated that Robert Weakley and Thomas Bedford had laid off a town
in the forks of the Stones' River in Rutherford County and had sold a number of lots located
therein, which would be called by the name of Jefferson. This Act further appointed Thomas
Bedford, James Sharp, Mark Mitchell, Joseph Herndon, and Alexander McCullock, as
Commissioners, to regulate the said town.

2.

Acts of 1804 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 23, commissioned John Hill, Frederick Barfield, Mark
Mitchell, Alexander McKnight and Fred LeGrande, with full authority to select a site for the
County Seat for Rutherford County, having regard for water and the center point of the County,
and to contract for the erection of the Court House, prison, and stocks. The Commissioners
could pass good and valid title to any of the lots sold.

3.

Acts of 1811, Chapter 33, recited that it appeared to the General Assembly that the town of
Jefferson is not near the center of Rutherford County and the courts ought to be held in some
other place. This Act appointed Charles Readye, Hugh Robinson, Hans Hamilton, James
Armstrong, Owen Edwards, Jesse Brasher, and John Thompson, Sr., to fix on a place near the
center of the County and purchase 60 acres of land, reserving two acres for the Public
Square, which town would be called Cannonsburgh. The Commissioner were empowered to
sell lots, and to build, or cause to be built, a Court House, prison, and stocks in said town. All
offices and courts would be moved to the new town. See Rutherford County v. City of
Murfreesboro, 309 S.W.2d 778 (1958).

4.

Acts of 1811, Chapter 35, stated that the Surveyor's office of the Second Surveyor's District
had been kept at Jefferson which was inconvenient for the greater part of the District,
therefore, after January 1, next, the principal surveyor would maintain his office at Shelbyville
to which all the records and documents must be moved. The move, however, had to be
publicly advertised in Rutherford County and in Nashville before taking place.

5.

Acts of 1811, Chapter 104, repealed so much of Acts of 1811, Chapter 33, directing
Commissioners to select a County Seat for Rutherford County which would name the county
seat Cannonsburg, and from hereafter the name of the town would be called
Murfreesborough. See Rutherford County v. Murfreesboro, 43 Tenn App. 489, 309 S.W.2d 788
(1958).

6.

Acts of 1813, Chapter 13, commissioned Joel Childress, Joel Dyer, John M. Telford, Abraham
Thompson, Alexander Carmichael, Burwell Ganaway, and Blackman Coleman, with full power
and authority to regulate the town of Murfreesborough.

7.

Acts of 1813, Chapter 84, directed the County Court of Rutherford County to pay the balance
of money arising out of the sale of lots in Murfreesborough, after settling up with the
Commissioners appointed to establish the town, to the present Commissioners for the use and
benefit of the said town.

8.

Acts of 1815, Chapter 27, declared it lawful to inspect tobacco, flour, hogs, lard, butter, hemp,
kiln dried corn meal, and other articles in the town of Jefferson in Rutherford County. Any
person desiring to do so could erect a warehouse in which to do the inspecting, after
petitioning the County Court for an order.
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Acts of 1815, Chapter 72, repealed four sections of the Acts of 1813, Chapter 13, regulating
the town of Murfreesborough and substituted a different set of rules and laws in their place.
See Rutherford County v. Murfreesboro, 43 Tenn. App. 489, 309 S.W.2d 778 (1958).

10.

Acts of 1817, Chapter 10, stated that it appeared to the General Assembly that the
Commissioners heretofore appointed by a previous Act to regulate the town of
Murfreesborough had completed their duties and the Rutherford County Court had made an
allowance to them for their services, but the present Commissioner had commenced an action
against them to obtain the said allowances, this law repealed all Acts which would prohibit the
payment of these allowances to the first Commissioners, and required the present
Commissioners to dismiss their suit and pay the costs incurred.

11.

Acts of 1817, Chapter 30, incorporated the City of Murfreesboro.

12.

Acts of 1819, Chapter 121, appointed Benjamin Deckard as a Notary Public in Rutherford
County.

13.

Acts of 1820, Chapter 59, stated a representation had been made to the General Assembly
that the public convenience would be promoted by the establishment of a town on the lands of
Gideon Thompson, in Rutherford County. This Act permitted a town to be laid off into proper
streets, alleys, and lots on the land mentioned above, which would be called by the name of
Milton.

14.

Acts of 1823, Chapter 262, emancipated Mary Alley, wife of William Alley, of Rutherford
County, who would have all the rights and privileges of a feme sole, to sue and be sued, to
contract and to hold property in her own name.

15.

Acts of 1825, Chapter 187, made it lawful for the heirs and representatives of John Sharp,
deceased, to execute a deed of conveyance to Abraham W. Cannon, and his wife, Mary, for
150 acres of land in Rutherford County, which deed must be duly registered.

16.

Acts of 1826, Chapter 194, was the authority for William B. Clayton to peddle merchandise in
Rutherford County if he applied to the County Court Clerk and made oath that he would not
sell at retail any goods except his own, whereupon the Clerk would issue him a license.

17.

Acts of 1833, Chapter 160, permitted Hartwell Miles, of Williamson County, to hawk and
peddle goods, wares, and merchandise in both Williamson and Rutherford Counties without
having to obtain a license.

18.

Acts of 1833, Chapter 164, permitted Eli A. Seay, of Williamson County, to hawk and peddle in
Rutherford and Williamson Counties, without having to obtain a license.

19.

Acts of 1869-70, Chapter 23, incorporated Smyrna in Rutherford County under the
Mayor-Aldermen form of Charter, naming as officers, the Mayor, five aldermen, a Town
Constable, and a Town Treasurer. The Mayor would act as Recorder. All would be elected to
one year terms.

20.

Acts of 1887, Chapter 107, authorized and empowered the Funding Board of Tennessee,
composed of the Governor, the Comptroller, and the Treasurer, to fund for the benefit of Henry
Gregory, of Rutherford County, the mutilated $500 Bill of Tennessee money belonging to Mr.
Gregory, which was numbered 243.

21.

Acts of 1897, Chapter 124, was a statewide salary Act which fixed the annual salary of county
officials according to the population of the county in which they served. All fees and other
income of the offices were declared to be the property of the County for which they would be
held accountable. The office holders were required to file a sworn, itemized statement on the
first Monday in each month showing the total amount of fees and income collected in the office
for that month. This Act was declared unconstitutional in Weaver v. Davidson County, 104
Tenn. 315, 59 SW 1105, (1900).

22.

Private Acts of 1927, Chapter 106, was the legal power and authority for the Quarterly Court of
Rutherford County to make appropriations of money and bind the credit of the County for sites
and buildings to encourage the development of enterprises and industry for the manufacture of
the County's agricultural products. A Resolution could be considered and adopted by the
Quarterly Court which would relate all the essential details.

23.

Private Acts of 1927, Chapter 577, allowed the Quarterly Court of Rutherford County to
appropriate and spend up to $5,000 each year to advertise through the press, or otherwise,
with a view to inducing persons and capital to locate in the County. Section 2 specified that all
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proper records be kept so that a strict accounting of the appropriation could be had at any
time.
24.

Private Acts of 1927, Chapter 580, amended Private Acts of 1927, Chapter 106, by adding a
provision that the appropriations authorized therein would be paid out of the fines and
forfeitures paid into the County Treasury for the use of the Counties by the Circuit Court Clerks
and Magistrates, which must be kept in a separate account by the Trustee.

25.

Private Acts of 1929, Chapter 767, amended part of the County Road Law, Private Acts of
1927, Chapter 313, by permitting the use of the prisoners at the Workhouse and the county
road equipment to aid and assist enterprises coming into Rutherford County get established.

26.

Private Acts of 1929, Chapter 920, was the authority to use all the funds on hand in the
Rutherford County Treasury, which were collected for special purposes, for which special tax
levies might have been made, which now had been assumed by the State. The Quarterly
Court could transfer these funds into other lawful funds to be used for other purposes.

27.

Private Acts of 1931, Chapter 788, restored W. H. Garrett, a citizen of Rutherford County, to
full citizenship, which included the right to hold office under the laws and Constitution of the
State.

28.

Private Acts of 1933, Chapter 32, vested Rutherford County with all the rights, powers, and
privileges which an individual citizen would have in a like position under the Constitution and
law in connection with liens on real estate. The Quarterly Court could by proper Resolution
designate two county officials, or the County Judge, or Chairman, or the County Court Clerk in
order that all the above might be accomplished.

29.

Private Acts of 1933, Chapter 60, removed all the disabilities of minority from Edmund B.
Allen, Jr., of Rutherford County.

30.

Private Acts of 1933, Chapter 272, removed the minority of Ralph Kelton, of Rutherford
County, who is now in his 21st year and soon to be a graduate of the Lebanon School of Law,
and desiring to take the next Bar Examination in the State of Tennessee, and begin law
practice as soon as possible.

31.

Private Acts of 1933, Chapter 274, emancipated Lucy Connell from all the disabilities of her
minority, conferring upon her all the rights and privileges of adulthood.

32.

Private Acts of 1933, Chapter 278, authorized the Quarterly Court of Rutherford County to
borrow money to pay current expenses of any and all departments of the said County under
the limitations in the Act.

33.

Private Acts of 1933, Chapter 802, moved Willie Clyde Gilbert, of Rutherford County, from his
minority into all the rights, privileges, and obligations of being an adult. No special
circumstances were cited.

34.

Private Acts of 1933, Chapter 838, was the authority for the Quarterly Court of Rutherford
County to protect their public buildings by accumulating a reserve account out of which might
be paid the cost of reconstruction of any public building destroyed by fire, or otherwise. This
reserve account could be created by a tax levy and preserved by investment in safe securities
which could be readily realized if the need arose. Schools might be included within the purview
of this Act. Any matter connected herewith which needed to be made public could be
published in a newspaper.

35.

Private Acts of 1937, Chapter 27, removed the disabilities of minority from Sam B. Sherrill, Jr.,
of Rutherford County.

36.

Private Acts of 1939, Chapter 359, created a five member Board of Fair Commissioners
consisting of the County Judge and four members elected by the Quarterly Court. The County
Court was authorized to levy a property tax of one cent per $100 assessed valuation for the
Fair Fund for the purpose of maintaining and operating a divisional fair. This Act was repealed
by Private Acts of 1979, Chapter 138.

37.

Private Acts of 1971, Chapter 186, which was not acted on by the Rutherford County Quarterly
Court and was thus nullified, was the authority for the Quarterly Court to acquire from the
United States Government, the State Government, or any other governmental agency or
authority, any real or personal property which has been declared surplus, including a portion of
Sewart Air Force Base and the Wherry and Capehart housing areas. The purchase could be
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financed by any method available. The Act further authorized the Court to dispose of, improve,
or encumber, any property acquired, and to enter into any contracts in connection with it
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Animals and Fish - Historical Notes
The following is a listing of acts that at one time affected, but no longer appear to have any effect on,
hunting, fishing or animal control in Rutherford County. They are included herein for reference
purposes. Also referenced below are acts which repeal prior law without providing new substantive
provisions.
1.

Acts of 1870, Chapter 19, prohibited the seining, netting, either with a set or dipnet, basketing
or trapping, in any stream, pond, or reservoir in Rutherford, Davidson, Robertson,
Montgomery, Cheatham, Williamson, Maury, Stewart, Cannon, Marion, Warren, and Dickson
Counties, and no seine or net of any sort could be stretched across the mouth of Stone's
River. Penalties ran from $5 to $20 for the first offense, from $20 to $50 for the second,
one-half to be paid to the informer, and one-half to go to the State. Justices of the Peace had
the jurisdiction to enforce this law.

2.

Acts of 1870, Chapter 108, declared it to be unlawful for any person to trespass upon the
lands of another person, in the counties of Rutherford and Fayette, for the purpose of hunting,
netting, or trapping any game without first obtaining the consent of the owner. It was also
unlawful to shoot, wound, or destroy any quail, or partridge, in the same two Counties from
April 1 each year until September 1 of each year. The schedule of fines for those guilty of
disobedience ranged from $5 to $25. One-half the fine would go to the informant and one-half
to the Common School Fund.

3.

Acts of 1871, Chapter 1, amended Acts of 1870, Chapter 108, so as to bring Shelby County
and Tipton County under its provisions and changed the closed season on quail, or partridge,
to begin April 1 and end October 1 of each year.

4.

Acts of 1875, Chapter 114, made it illegal in Tennessee to catch fish in the waters covering the
lands of another person with seines, nets, or traps. The person damaged could proceed by
injunction in Chancery Court or by attaching the equipment. No person was allowed to place a
net, trap or seine, near the mouth of a stream, or hinder the free passage of fish up and down
the stream in any way. No fishing with sein or traps could take place in March, April, and May.
This was a general State law but all counties in East Tennessee were exempted plus several
more listed by name but Rutherford County was not among them.

5.

Acts of 1879, Chapter 198, made it a misdemeanor for any person to take any fish in any of
the waters of Dickson, Houston, Cheatham, Davidson, Rutherford, Williamson, Shelby,
Fayette, Tipton, and Carroll Counties, except by baited hook and line, or trot line. All violators
were subject to fines from $25 to $100. The Act was not to be applied to people owning fish
ponds, or the land on both sides of a stream, or to the Cumberland, Tennessee, and Big
Hatchie Rivers.

6.

Acts of 1889, Chapter 171, rendered it unlawful to hunt and trap deer for profit in Tennessee,
except for personal consumption from August 1 to January 1, and one could hunt and trap
deer for profit on their own lands between those dates. It was likewise illegal to hunt and kill
quail, or partridge, for profit, except on one's own land between November 1 and the following
March 1, but quail could not be netted at any time. A schedule of fines was provided for the
various offenses. Constables and Justices of the Peace were made game wardens in the
enforcement of this law.

7.

Acts of 1897, Chapter 157, declared it against the law in the counties of Sumner, Tipton,
Anderson, Rutherford, and Williamson, to catch, kill, injure, or pursue any quail, partridge,
prairie chicken, grouse, or pheasant, for a period of two years after the passage of this Act, all
offenders being made subject to a schedule of fines running from $2 to $25. Anyone
destroying, or having in their possession, any eggs of the above named fowls were also liable
to be fined. Whoever sold, or attempted to sell, or to ship the same out of the counties, could
be penalized from $5 to $25, or imprisoned up to thirty days.

8.

Acts of 1897, Chapter 299, made it a misdemeanor in the Counties of Haywood, Rutherford,
and Hardeman to catch, kill, or wound, any fish in any lake, stream, or pond, by seine, trap,
net, gun, grabbing with hands, gig, poison, dynamite, or by any other contrivance, or device,
except rod and line, or to build any dam, or obstruction, across any stream for those purposes
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at the risk of being fined from $50 to $100 for violating any of the acts forbidden above. All
money recovered hereunder would be paid into the common school fund. Rutherford County
was removed from this Act by Acts of 1899, Chapter 42.
9.

Acts of 1899, Chapter 3, declared it a misdemeanor for any person to hunt, capture, kill, shoot,
wound, or destroy any quail, or partridge, in the counties of Marshall, Rutherford, and
Montgomery from February 15 until November 15, each year. Section 2 made it unlawful also
to do those acts on the land of another person without written permission. Fines from $10 to
$5,000, and imprisonment for no more than 60 days could be imposed.

10.

Acts of 1899, Chapter 42, made it lawful to catch fish in Rutherford County in every way, and
at all times, except by the use of poisons or explosives. Devices were prohibited which would
prevent the easy passage of fish up and down a stream.

11.

Private Acts of 1915, Chapter 442, prohibited any person who had the ownership, custody or
control of any horses, mules, cattle, sheep, goats, swine or other animals, from allowing them
to run at large in Rutherford County. The owner of the involved livestock would be responsible
for all damages done to the property of another by the trespassing animals, which damages
would constitute a lien on the stock involved. The injured party could also take up, and care
for, the stock and add the cost of it to the lien above mentioned, after giving prompt notice to
the owner, if, and when, known.

12.

Private Acts of 1915, Chapter 495, made it illegal in Rutherford County to shoot, kill or injure
by any method or means whatsoever, any quail, partridges or doves, except during the times
specified in this Act. Doves could be lawfully killed from August 1 until November 1; quails and
partridges would not be killed at all for the next four years. Squirrels could be killed from June
1 until November 1, and migratory birds at any time or season, along with rabbits. It was
unlawful to gig, spear, shoot or kill with dynamite, or other explosive, or to catch with the hands
by grappling, or with a seine, or wing net, any fish, except by hook and line, in any running
stream. Any large or small mouth bass, less than seven inches in length, would be
immediately returned to the water. Game Wardens could destroy any device used to
contravene the purposes of this law, and violators could also be fined. All fines would be a part
of the public school funds of the County.

13.

Private Acts of 1917, Chapter 702, amended Private Acts of 1915, Chapter 495, by setting
new open seasons for the animals and birds concerned in Rutherford County. Open season
on doves would run from August 15 to January 1; on squirrels, from June 1 until January 1; on
quail and partridges from November 15 until January 1. Rabbits could be shot and killed at any
time and the open season on migratory birds would be the same as that established by
Federal regulations. Section 2 was amended to permit the taking of non-game fish with grab
hooks except from May 1 until June 15, each year, during which time it would be unlawful to
take fish in any manner in Rutherford County.

14.

Private Acts of 1919, Chapter 162, was enabling legislation for the Counties of Clay, Cannon,
and Rutherford to hold a referendum to ascertain the will of a majority of the qualified voters
concerning a "No Fence" law in those counties. The election would conform to the regulations
expressed in the Act and to the regular election laws of the State.

15.

Private Acts of 1925, Chapter 366, was a Stock Law for Rutherford County which forbade the
owner or possessor of any live stock, horses, mules, cattle, hogs, sheep, and goats to allow
these animals to run at large in the County but shall keep and confine the same on the owner's
premises. Any person damaged by trespassing animals had a remedy for damages and the
cost of the care and feeding of the same which would be a lien on the animals after notice to
the owner. The violator could further be fined by the Court in amounts from $5 to $25, plus
costs.

16.

Private Acts of 1927, Chapter 255, was a fence law for Rutherford County prohibiting any
owner, or person in control of horses, mules, jennets, jacks, cattle, sheep, swine, or goats, to
wilfully or knowingly permit the same to run at large. Any person damaged could have a lien
for such damages enforceable by execution or attachment, and was vested with the right to
take up and hold the animals. Violators also could be fined and each day would constitute a
separate offense.

17.

Private Acts of 1929, Chapter 36, authorized the holding of a referendum in Rutherford County
to ascertain the mind of a majority of the voters on the question of a dog law for the County.
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Details of the ballot form and of the regulations under which the election would be conducted
were stipulated in the Act.
18.

Private Acts of 1929, Chapter 762, set up a $10 annual fee for a permit to be issued by the
Game Warden of the State to a person, firm, or corporation, in Rutherford County, to take,
catch, trap, and keep alive in captivity, foxes, opossums, raccoons, minks, muskrats, and
skunks, wild fowls or birds at any season for propagation, scientific or educational purposes.
The permit further obligated the holder to allow the Game Warden, or Deputies, to inspect the
premises where these animals, or birds, were being kept. To dispose of the animals, or birds,
during the closed season for any other purpose than those set out above was unlawful. Fines
from $5 to $50 could also be imposed.

19.

Private Acts of 1935, Chapter 307, made it legal in Rutherford County for any resident to hunt,
chase, trap, kill, catch, or take, any wild animal, wild bird, wild fowl, or fish in the open season
on the same, without having to obtain a hunting or fishing license. To do so on the land of
another without permission was unlawful. In fishing, the exemption applied only to taking fish
with a trot line, hook and line, set hook, casting line and grab hooks. All non-residents, and
others, must procure a license from the County Court Clerk at a cost of $5 which would go to
the Game and Fish Commission of the State. Fines for violators could go from $5 to $50
imposed by Justices of the Peace.

20.

Private Acts of 1935 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 150, provided that in Rutherford County any resident
of a Civil District could hunt and trap in the District of his residence without paying a license
fee of any kind but did not permit illegal hunting or trapping. Any person could chase foxes,
and fish in the manner and to the extent authorized under the general law, but this did not
include the use of seines (except for minnows), dynamite, fish berries, or poisons. Fines
ranged from $50 to $200 for violators. To do so on the lands of another without permission
was not permitted at all. One could buy and sell furs without the payment of any tax, if that
action did not amount to more than 20% of the total volume of business done by that person.
The law was to be enforced by the Sheriff, and Deputies, who would be paid 50% of all fines
collected.

21.

Private Acts of 1953, Chapter 500, declared a closed season on the killing and trapping of Red
Foxes in Rutherford County from January 16 through October 31 of each year and the open
season from November 1, through January 15. Anyone doing so during the closed season
could be fined a minimum of $25 for each offense, but foxes could be killed with immunity
while committing depredations on livestock, or crops, at any time. This Act was repealed by
Public Acts of 1976, Chapter 672.

22.

Private Acts of 1961, Chapter 161, was an act to regulate the owning, keeping and harboring
of dogs, and to provide for their vaccination against rabies. The County Trustee would issue
the license after collecting the licensing fee. The Act and all amendments were repealed by
Private Acts of 1983, Chapter 55.

23.

Private Acts of 1963, Chapter 122, amended Private Acts of 1961, Chapter 161, by adding a
provision that only one license fee or registration would be collected or paid on any dog during
the time the dog was owned by the same person. Section 13 was amended be adding a
paragraph which permitted the County Court to fix the salary of the Rabies Control Officer and
his aides, all of which would be paid out of the Rabies Control Fund. If these funds were not
sufficient to pay, the County was required to make up the deficiency out of the general funds.
The 1963 volume stated that this Act was duly ratified by the Quarterly Court of Rutherford
County but the 1965 Volume's "Errata" said this was in error and this Act was not ratified,
therefore failing to become a law.

24.

Private Acts of 1965, Chapter 116, inserted a new Section into Private Acts of 1961, Chapter
161, to provide that the Act would be enforced under the jurisdiction of a committee of four
members appointed by the Quarterly Court, two of whom must also be licensed to practice
medicine in Tennessee. They would be appointed by the Quarterly Court and the County
Health Doctor. This Act was rejected by the Quarterly Court and was thus rendered null and
void.

25.

Private Acts of 1971, Chapter 116, amended Private Acts of 1961, Chapter 161, by deleting
the "1961" from Section 3, and by removing Section 11 and inserting the one seen in the Act
which added a Veterinary Hospital, or the Rabies Control Pound as the places for confining a
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dog suspected of having bit a person. This Act was repealed by Private Acts of 1983, Chapter
55.
26.

Private Acts of 1975, Chapter 42, amended Private Acts of 1961, Chapter 161, by revising the
provisions concerning seizing and impoundment of dogs. This Act was repealed by Private
Acts of 1983, Chapter 55.

27.

Private Acts of 1979, Chapter 146, amended Private Acts of 1961, Chapter 161, by raising the
price of a license for dogs from $1 to $2. This Act was repealed by Private Acts of 1983,
Chapter 55.

28.

Private Acts of 1983, Chapter 55, as amended by Private Acts of 1999, Chapter 23, and
Private Acts of 2001, Chapter 66 relative to rabies control of cats and dogs in Rutherford
County. This act was repealed by Private Acts of 2006, Chapter 89.
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Chapter III - Bond Issues
Bond Issues - Historical Notes
A listing of the acts which authorized various bond issues for Rutherford County is included below for
reference purposes, although these acts are no longer current.
Debts
1.

Private Acts of 1921, Chapter 543, was the legislative authority for the Quarterly Court of
Rutherford County to issue and sell up to $165,000 in bonds, at an interest rate not to exceed
6%, and to mature within 20 years of their issuance, to pay the warrants heretofore issued to
pay for certain turnpikes and other debts, any residue to be used for the repair and building of
roads. All the details necessary for legitimate bond legislation were present including the
mandatory tax levy for the sinking fund until the bonds and interest were paid in full.

2.

Private Acts of 1921, Chapter 660, allowed the Quarterly Court of Rutherford County to issue
up to $165,000, under the same terms and conditions as Private Acts of 1921, Chapter 543.

3.

Private Acts of 1929 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 71, permitted the Quarterly Court to issue and sell
up to $200,000 in bonds, at an interest rate no greater than 6%, and to mature no longer than
20 years after issue, to pay off and liquidate floating debts of every nature and description as
might be evidenced by an outstanding warrant. All the details of the form of the bonds and the
manner of issue were required to be incorporated into a Resolution of the Court which would
be put into the official Minutes, once adopted. The Trustee would handle the funds and keep
the necessary records. A general tax levy for the sinking fund was required until the bonds
were all paid in full.

4.

Private Acts of 1933, Chapter 278, authorized the Quarterly County Court to borrow money to
pay current expenses of any and all departments of the county under the restrictions specified
in the Act.

5.

Private Acts of 1939, Chapter 370, was the authority for the Rutherford County Quarterly Court
to issue up to $135,000 in 5%, 20 year, bonds, to pay, or to fund, the floating debts of the
County, both general and special, and to erect or repair any school building. The Court could
accomplish the above without any referendum being held and at any regular, or called,
meeting. The Resolution could appoint a Committee of the County Judge, the County Court
Clerk, and the County Trustee to supervise the project. The County Trustee must keep all
records and was accountable for the money. All actions taken by the Court consistent with this
Act were ratified and confirmed.

6.

Private Acts of 1941, Chapter 320, stated that all the prior proceedings of the Rutherford
County Quarterly Court taken in connection with the issuance and sale of $52,000 in bonds,
dated January 1, 1941, with interest at 1½%, payable from 1942 through 1951, were hereby
validated, ratified, confirmed, legalized in the same way notwithstanding the lack of any
statutory authority at the time the actions were taken. The bonds were made the legal and
binding obligations of the county. The proceedings of the Court with respect to $52,000 in
2½% notes due on or before February 15, 1941 were also ratified.

1.

Acts of 1887, Chapter 124, was the legislative permission for the Quarterly Court of Rutherford
County, a majority being present, to issue bonds up to $20,000, at 6%, or less, interest, the
proceeds of which would be applied to the erection of a Jail. No maturity period was
mentioned but all the details of the issue and repayment of the bonds were listed in this law.
The Quarterly Court must levy a special tax each year to amortize the bonds until all were
paid.

2.

Private Acts of 1951, Chapter 191, validated and confirmed the proceedings of the Quarterly
Court in relation to the issuance of $23,000 in jail improvement, and right of way bonds, dated
January 1, 1951, issued at 2½% interest, and maturing in full on January 1, 1954. All essential
details were present.

Jail

Roads
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1.

Private Acts of 1921, Chapter 543, was authority for the Quarterly Court of Rutherford County
to use the remainder of a $165,000 bond issue, mentioned under "Debts", for the building and
repair of the roads in the County.

2.

Private Acts of 1921, Chapter 660, had the same language as Private Acts of 1921, Chapter
543.

3.

Private Acts of 1935 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 91, allowed the Quarterly Court to issue bonds in
connection with the construction of roads and highways in the said county by the State or
Federal Governments. All essential details of the issue were to be incorporated in a Resolution
of the Court, subject to those particular restrictions expressed in the Act which included the
requirement that a written proposal be received from the governmental agency interested prior
to any bond issue. The bonds were to be general obligations bonds on which the interest rate
would not exceed 6%.

4.

Private Acts of 1937, Chapter 256, amended Private Acts of 1935 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 91, to
extend until January 1, 1940 the time in which Rutherford County could accept propositions
from the State and Federal Government.

5.

Private Acts of 1947, Chapter 811, permitted the Quarterly Court to issue bonds up to
$100,000 at an interest rate to be determined by the Court and for a maturity period no longer
than 30 years, which would be tax exempt from other governments. The proceeds of the issue
were to be used to purchase and pay for any and all rights of way which might be acquired by
the county in the building programs for county roads.

6.

Private Acts of 1953, Chapter 548, was the enabling legislation for Rutherford County through
its Quarterly Court to issue up to $175,000 in bonds, at an interest rate of 3%, or less, and to
mature in 30 years, or sooner, after issue, which money would be used to purchase road
machinery and equipment, to buy real estate for a centralized crushing plant and to erect the
buildings to house the same. They would be general obligation bonds for which a tax levy was
required.

Schools
1.

Private Acts of 1939, Chapter 370, was the authority to issue up to $135,000 in 5%, 20 year
bonds, to pay outstanding debts and to erect or repair any school buildings. See also under
Debts in this Section.

Water
1.

2021-05-16

Private Acts of 1957, Chapter 177, empowered the County Court to construct, acquire, extend,
repair, and improve water mains and lines with all the necessary fixtures and appurtenances to
furnish water facilities and fire protection to the County, or to cooperate with other water
systems to accomplish the same. The County of Rutherford is further authorized to borrow
money and issue bonds in the furtherance of this objective but the said bond issues would be
limited to interest rates of 5%, or less, and to maturity schedules not in excess of thirty years
from date of issue, and the total amount of bonds outstanding at any one time shall not be
more than $75,000. Before any bonds are issued the County Court must adopt a Resolution
fixing all the essential details. The bonds were to be general obligation bonds, tax exempt from
other governments, for which a tax levy must be made every year until amortized. The
authority herein contained is in addition to any other existing authority and not to be
considered as a substitute.
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Creation of the County
Acts of 1803 Chapter 70
SECTION 1. That the counties of Davidson and Williamson be divided by a line as follows: beginning on
the Williamson line, on the extreme height of the ridge dividing the waters of Mill creek from those of
Stone's river; thence with that ridge a southwardly direction to the eastern boundary line of said
Williamson county; thence with said line south to the south boundary of this State; thence with the
boundary of the State, east to the corner of Wilson County; thence with the Wilson county line north to
the corner of said county; thence with the line of said county north sixty one and a half degrees west to
the southwest corner of said Wilson county; thence a direct course to the mouth of Sugg's creek; thence
a direct line to the beginning. And the county so laid off on the east and southeast on the waters of
Stone's river, agreeably to the above described lines, be known and distinguished by the name of
Rutherford.
SECTION 2. For the due administration of justice, that the court of said county of Rutherford shall be
held by the justices of said county on the first Mondays in March, June, September and December; and
the justices of said county are hereby authorized and empowered to hold the first court for the same, at
the house of Thomas Rucker; and all subsequent courts for said county on the days above mentioned,
for holding courts therein, at any place to which the said justices shall from court to court adjourn, until a
court house shall be built for said county of Rutherford; and then all causes, matters and things
depending in said court, and all manner of process returnable to the same, shall be adjourned to such
court house; and all courts held in and for said county, shall be held by commission to said justices in
the same manner and under the same rules and restrictions, and shall have and exercise the same
power and jurisdiction as are or shall be prescribed for the courts of the several counties in this state.
SECTION 3. That the said county of Rutherford be and is hereby declared a part of the district of Mero,
in the same manner and for all purposes, civil and military, as it did previous to a division: provided, that
nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to prevent the sheriff or collector of the taxes of
Davidson or Williamson counties from collecting the same within the limits of the said county of
Rutherford, which are at this time due, in the same manner as if this act had not been passed.
Passed: October 15, 1803.

Change of Boundary Lines
Acts of 1807 Chapter 37
SECTION 1. That a new county be, and the same is hereby established south and southwest of, and
adjoining the said county of Rutherford, by the name of Bedford, in memory of Thomas Bedford
deceased; which said county shall begin at the southwest corner of Rutherford, and southeast corner of
Williamson county on the Duck river ridge, and run thence with said Williamson county line, to the line of
the county of Maury; thence along the same southwardly to the south boundary of the state; thence
eastwardly to the east boundary of Rutherford county; thence along the same to the ridge that divides
the waters of Duck river from those of Cumberland; thence along the same westwardly, to the southeast
corner of Williamson county, leaving Rutherford county its constitutional limits; and all that tract of
territory included in the above described lines, shall be included within the said county of Bedford; and
all the lands north of the first described line on Duck river ridge where the said line intersects White
county line, then north with said line until it strikes the corner of Rutherford and Wilson county line at a
place known by the name of Rush spring, then to follow the old line of Rutherford county, as by law
established, shall be and remain the county of Rutherford.
COMPILER'S NOTE: Sections 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 concerned Bedford County and are not reprinted here.
Passed: December 3, 1807.
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Acts of 1815 Chapter 184
SECTION 1. That from and after the passage of this act, the dividing line between the counties of
Wilson and Rutherford shall be as follows: Beginning two and a half miles north of the southwest corner
of Warren county on the dividing line between the said counties of Wilson and Warren, on the ridge that
divides the waters of Stone's River and those of the Cumberland, thence with the top of said ridge so as
to include William Ray's present place of residence, Charles Porterfield's old place, and the plantation
whereon captain John McKnight formerly lived, thence due west to the now dividing line between the
said counties of Wilson and Rutherford.
SECTION 2. That all that part of the county of Wilson lying south of the said line shall be and is hereby
annexed to the county of Rutherford, provided that nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to
prevent the sheriff of Wilson county, or the collector of the fourth collection district of Tennessee, from
collecting any arrearages of taxes which may be due to the county of Wilson or to the United States
within the before described bounds.
SECTION 3. That Jesse Brashear is hereby appointed to run and plainly mark the said dividing line and
described in the first section of this act, for which he shall be entitled to two dollars per day for each day
he may be necessarily engaged therein, which shall be paid by the persons residing within the limits of
the territory hereby annexed to the county of Rutherford.
Passed: October 30, 1815.
Private Acts of 1835-36 Chapter 33
SECTION 1. That a new county is hereby established, to be called and known by the name of Cannon;
east of Rutherford, north west of Warren and south of Wilson and Smith counties, and composed of
parts of the said counties of Warren, Rutherford and Smith; -beginning on the ridge, the dividing line between Bedford and Rutherford counties, where Trott's survey
strikes the same, near the house of Thomas Bruce; running from thence north to the twelve mile tree
marked by Joseph Fowler, near Readyville, in Rutherford county, and continuing the same course to the
Wilson county line; thence north-east with the several lines of Wilson county, to the line between Smith
and Wilson; thence with the line between Wilson and Smith, four miles to a point on the line heretofore
run by Henry Trott, Jr.; thence north eighty degrees east, with said line, seven and a half miles, to the
line between Warren and Smith; thence north eighty degrees east, nine and a half miles, to the Smith
county line; thence the same course seven and a half miles, to the line between Warren and Smith
counties; thence with the line dividing Warren and Smith counties, seven miles, to the Caney Fork of
Cumberland river; thence up the meanders of the Caney Fork to the mouth of Lick creek; running from
thence to Perry G. Magnus's, leaving the dwelling house of said Magnus in the county of Warren;
thence to a point a westwardly course, so as to run not nearer than twelve miles of McMinnville; thence
to John Martin's, esq. on a line heretofore run by Henry Trott; thence south, thirty degrees west, seven
miles and one hundred and ninety two poles; thence south, twenty degrees west, two miles; thence
south five miles and one hundred and eighty-six poles; thence south, seventy-one degrees west, six
miles and seventy poles, thence north, eleven degrees west, three miles and seventy poles; thence with
the dividing ridge between Rutherford and Bedford counties, to the beginning.
COMPILER'S NOTE: The remainder of this act did not directly concern Rutherford County and is not
repeated here.
Passed: January 31, 1836.
Acts of 1867-68 Chapter 13
COMPILER'S NOTE: Only Sections 6 and 7 of this Act applied to Rutherford County.
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SECTION 6. That the county lines between the counties of Rutherford and Williamson, be so changed
as to run as follows: beginning at the Southeast corner of Williamson county and the North boundary
line of Bedford county, running Westwardly with the Bedford and Marshall county line to the Fayetteville
and Farmington Turnpike; thence North with the said Turnpike road to the line between Mrs. Crump's
and T.F.P. Allison's land East of the pike; thence East with line between Allison's and Bellafant and J.
Jordan's, Sr., and Joshua Johnson's heirs, to J. Jordan's North-East corner; thence North to Harpeth
river; thence down the same to where the big road that runs from College Grove to Williamson Jordan's
old homestead crosses the same; thence East with said road to the Eaglesville, Unionville and Salem
Turnpike; thence North with the same to the culvert, near the toll-house; thence East with the big road
via John Haley's; and thence Eastwardly to the Rutherford county line; and thence, as at present, with
said line between Rutherford and Williamson counties.
SECTION 7. That the line between the counties of Bedford and Rutherford, be changed so as to include
the farms of William Williams and C. H. Lamb, in the county of Rutherford; and that this Act take effect
from and after its passage.
Passed: December 3, 1867.
Private Acts of 1870-71 Chapter 18
COMPILER'S NOTE: Only Section 4 of this act related to Rutherford County.
SECTION 4. That the line between the county of Wilson and the county of Rutherford be so changed as
to include in the county of Rutherford so much of the county of Wilson as will be included by beginning
at the Rutherford county line, Kinchen Patterson's, running north with the district line between districts
No. 17 and 18 of Wilson county, to Joby Carson's, on Fall Creek; thence up said creek to Tharp and
Simmons' mill; thence east with the road including C. Gilliland, Esq.; thence east to said creek again;
thence with said creek including E. Preston on the south and leaving Len Phelps on the north; thence
east to the Statesville road north of Daniel B. Smith's; thence with said road to the top of the ridge east
of Ryal Perruals; thence with the top of said ridge to the Cannon county line.
Passed: December 15, 1870.
Public Acts of 1871 Chapter 148
SECTION 1. That hereafter the county line between the counties of Rutherford and Williamson shall be
changed so as to run as follows:
Beginning at the Harpeth River where the College Grove and the road to Williamson Jordan's
homestead crosses; thence running north with the meanderings of said river to the northwest
corner of Joseph M. Haley's; thence east with the said Haley's and McCord's line to the
southwest corner of the toll gate lot; thence north to the northwest corner of the toll gate lot;
thence east with said lot to the Eagleville, Unionville and Shelbyville turnpike; thence north with
said turnpike to Spot Covington's north boundary line; thence east to Spot Covington's northeast
corner, and thence so as to include the tract of land owned by C. A. Hill, purchased of Jordan's
estate; thence south with the line between C. A. Hill's tract and John Floyd's tract to J. K. P.
Barrett's north boundary line; thence east with said Barrett's line so as to include W. T. J. Wood
and Susan Wood's tract; thence east, between John Haley's and Newton McCord's tracts, to the
Franklin and Versailles road; thence south with said road to the Rutherford county line, all the
parties effected having petitioned for said change, and it not reducing Williamson county below
its constitutional limits.
SECTION 2. That this Act shall take effect from and after its passage, the public welfare requiring it.
Passed: December 13, 1871.
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Public Acts of 1877 Chapter 156
SECTION 1. That the east boundary line of Williamson county be so changed as to include in
Williamson county the following lands, which are now in Rutherford county, viz: Beginning at the
northeast corner of the land of W. T. Wood; thence between the land of Wood and John Haley and J. B.
Critchlow, leaving in Williamson county the lands of Wood now in Rutherford; thence between lands of
K.P. Barrett and J. B. Critchlow, leaving in Williamson county the lands of Barrett now in Rutherford;
thence between the lands of S.L. Covington and J. B. Critchlow, leaving in Williamson the lands of
Covington now in Rutherford; thence between the lands of heirs of N. McCord's tollgate lot and land of
J. M. Haley, along present line to Big Harpeth river; thence up said river to the line between the lands of
M. A. Campbell and J. C. Anderson, leaving Anderson's lands in Williamson county; thence between
Anderson, heirs of I. Belenfont, W. D. Patton, and J. P. Allison, of Williamson, and _________ Zaney, W.
C. Jordan, Joseph Jones, of Rutherford, to Mrs. M.W. Jordan's northeast corner; thence between Mrs.
M.W. Jordan and Chesly Williams and William McMeeken, leaving lands of Mrs. Jordan in Williamson,
and lands of C. Williams and William McKeeken in the county of Rutherford.
SECTION 2. That this act take effect from and after its passage, the public welfare requiring it.
Passed: March 24, 1877.
Public Acts of 1877 Chapter 168
SECTION 1. That the line between the counties of Rutherford and Williamson be changed as follows:
Beginning where the Rutherford and Williamson county line intersects the road from Windrow's Church
to near the forks of the Unionville, Nolensville and Framington pike; thence west with said road to Henry
H. Pate's southwest corner; thence north with the west boundary line of Henry. H. Pate and Henry C.
Allen to the road from Murfreesboro to Thomas Redman's on the Unionville and Nolensville pike; thence
west with said road to J. B. Jordan's southwest corner; thence north with said Jordan's west boundary
line to the road from Coleman Jordan's to Triune; thence east with said road to the original county line
between Rutherford and Williamson.
SECTION 2. That this Act take effect from and after its passage, the public welfare requiring it.
Passed: March 23, 1877.
Public Acts of 1883 Chapter 166
SECTION 1. That the line between the counties of Bedford and Rutherford be changed as follows:
Beginning in the Byles road west of the village of Middleton, at Carroll Lamb's southeast corner; thence
east with said road to Beverly Harris' northeast corner; thence south to A. H. McCan's southwest corner;
thence east to A. H. McCan's southeast corner; thence south to C. G. McLean's southwest corner;
thence east with the road between C. G. McLean and C. L. Cooper to C. L. Cooper's northeast corner;
thence south to J. M. Worth's southwest corner; thence east with the road running to the Murfreesboro
and Shelbyville turnpike, just north of T. S. McFerrins, to where the county line now crosses said road,
east of B. A. McLean's; thence with the county line as it now is.
Passed: March 23, 1883.
Private Acts of 1925 Chapter 360
SECTION 1. That the territory of Rutherford County lying in and comprising a part of the extreme
northwest corner, and described by metes and bounds as follows:
Beginning at a point on the westerly bank of Stone's River just south of Neal's Ford, so as to
leave said Neal's Ford in Rutherford County, thence north 7 3/4 degrees west 900 feet; thence
north 10 ¼ degrees west 700 feet; thence north 15½ degrees east 347 feet; thence north 25½
degrees east 900 feet; thence north 45 degrees east 430 feet; thence north 3 3/4 degrees east
1365 feet to the corner of Mose Halton's land; thence north 25 3/4 degrees east 1300 feet;
thence north 6½ degrees east 400 feet; thence north 3¼ degrees east 1600 feet; thence north
5½ degrees east 624 feet; thence south 88 3/4 degrees east 464 feet to a road; thence north 2
3/4 degrees east 1175 feet to a point on the north margin of the Couchville Road 4 feet east of
property line; thence north 8½ degrees east 3665 feet to a point in the south boundary line of
Wilson County; thence with the south boundary line of Wilson County northwestwardly 9900
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feet, more or less, to the Davidson and Rutherford County line as thus established by Act of
Legislature Chapter 145 of the Acts of 1847; thence with the Davidson and Rutherford County
line as thus established south to the Stone's River; thence continuing with said line in a westerly
direction along the northerly margin of the Fad Alexander estate to a point; thence south
continuing with the lines of the Fad Alexander lands to Stone's River; thence in a southerly
direction to the mouth of Hurricane Creek; thence continuing with the meanderings of said
Stone's River to the point of beginning.
Shall and the same is hereby attached to and constituted a part of Davidson County.
SECTION 2. That this Act shall take effect from and after the first day of July, 1925, the public welfare
requiring it.
Passed: March 30, 1925.
Private Acts of 1927 Chapter 444
SECTION 1. That, the territory of Rutherford County lying in and comprising a part of the extreme
northwestern corner thereof, and described by metes and bounds as follows:
Beginning at a point in the County line between said Davidson and Rutherford Counties, at a
point in the Lavergne and Couchville Road, the southwest and northwest corner respectively of
the properties of John Griffin and Roy Waldon; running thence in an easterly direction along the
property line of John Griffin and J. W. Walker approximately 4,000 feet to Harricane Creek;
thence southerly with the meanderings of Harricane Creek to the Davidson County line between
the properties of Castleman and Hunter; thence continuing with the bounds of the present
Davidson County line to the point of beginning. Said new territory taken in, contains about 320
acres, and is added to the 2nd Civil District of Davidson County. Shall, and the same is hereby
attached to, and constituted a part of Davidson County.
SECTION 2. That this Act take effect from and after the first day of July 1927, the public welfare
requiring it.
Passed: April 15, 1927.
Private Acts of 1963 Chapter 170
SECTION 1. That the county line between Bedford and Rutherford County be and the same hereby is
changed whereby and so as to detach from Bedford County and attach to Rutherford County the
following described land:
"A body of lands, title to which is in James Threet and wife by two certain deeds of conveyance,
and Glen Lane and wife by one certain deed of conveyance (1) deed from A. E. Travis and wife
to James Threet and wife recorded in the Register's Office of Bedford County, Tennessee,
December 17, 1957, in Deed Book 74, page 82; and (2) the easterly 200 feet of the tract deeded
from Frank L. Farris and wife to James Threet and wife recorded in the Register's Office of
Bedford County, Tennessee, March 24, 1962, in Deed Book 85, page 283; and (3) deed from
James Threet and wife to Glen Lane and wife recorded in the Register's Office of Bedford
County, Tennessee, January 3, 1963, in Deed Book 87, page 290, which body of lands as a
whole is bounded on the North by the Rutherford-Bedford County line and the lands of Faulk; on
the South partly by the lands of Estle Threet and Rutherford-Bedford County line and the lands
of Bryant; on the East by the Rutherford County Line and the lands of Bryant, Zumbro and
Faulk; and on the West by the lands of James Threet being approximately 4 acres.
SECTION 2. That this Act shall take effect from and after its passage, the ublic welfare requiring it.
Passed: March 18, 1963.
Private Acts of 1963 Chapter 229
SECTION 1. That the county line between the counties of Cannon and Rutherford be and the same
hereby is changed whereby and so as to transfer the following described lands from Rutherford County
to Cannon County, to wit:
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"A triangular tract or parcel of land at the intersection of U. S. Highway 70S and the old
Woodbury-Murfreesboro Turnpike facing 154 feet on the south side of said highway and facing
96 feet on the west side of said old turnpike with a southwest line of approximately 138 feet
running from the one to the other of said two terminal points; also, a continuous strip of land six
feet in width along the south margin of said highway extending in an easterly direction from the
west margin of the above described triangular tract, at said intersection of said highway and said
old turnpike, to Stone's River."
SECTION 2. That this Act shall take effect from and after its passage, the public welfare requiring it.
Passed: March 19, 1963.
Private Acts of 1971 Chapter 182
SECTION 1. A sixteen (16) acre (more or less) tract of land now situated in the new fourth (4th), old
seventeenth (17th), district of Rutherford County, hereafter described is removed from Rutherford
County into the first (1st) civil district of Cannon County, and the county line between Rutherford and
Cannon County at this place shall hereafter run with the boundaries of said tract so as to exclude said
lands from Rutherford County and to include the same in Cannon County. The tract of land is generally
bounded and described as follows:
"Bounded on the North by the lands of the McKnight sisters; on the South by Hollandsworth public road;
on the East by the existing Rutherford-Cannon County line; and on the West by Hollandsworth public
road and being lands conveyed by and described in that certain warranty deed from Susan P. Sneed to
Mitchell Gibson et ux of date July 6, 1968, of record in the Register's Office of Rutherford County,
Tennessee, in Deed Book 182 at page 556, also of record in the Register's Office of Cannon County,
Tennessee, in Deed Book 73 at page 109, which tract of land is presently owned by Jerry A. Fann by
warranty deed from said Mitchell Gibson et ux to said Jerry A. Fann of date April 3, 1971."
SECTION 2. This Act shall take effect on becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it.
Passed: May 25, 1971.
Public Acts of 2000 Chapter 679
COMPILER’S NOTE: The following act is a public act of special application and is not codified in
Tennessee Code Annotated.
SECTION 1. The boundary line between Cannon and Rutherford Counties is hereby changed by
detaching from the County of Cannon and attaching to the County of Rutherford all of the following 4.5
acres, more or less, owned by Gary Rains more particularly described as follows:
Beginning at a steel pin set in the south margin of the Halls Hill Pike being the northeast corner
of the Carl and Marguerite Neal property (D.B. 258, P. 626) and further being the northwest
corner of the property herein described; thence leaving the margin of the said road S 84°31'08"
E a distance of 64.82 feet to a steel pin set; thence S 86°42'13' E a distance of 204.41 feet to a
steel pin found in place being on the Rutherford County and Cannon County line; thence leaving
said Neal property with the county line N 03°32'47" E a distance of 187.89 feet to a steel pin set
in the south margin of the said road; thence with the margin of the said road S 58°59'59" W a
distance of 50.34 feet to a steel pin set in the margin of the said road; then with the margin of
the said road S 58°47'10" W a distance of 277.20 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING containing
0.59 acres more or less, and lying in the 17th Civil District of Rutherford County, Tn., and being
a portion of the property in D.B. 407, P. 45 in the R.O.R.C.
This property is subject to all rights of way and easements recorded or unrecorded or by prescription
that a title search, deem research or oral witness may reveal.
SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it.
Passed: April 10, 2000.

Boundaries - Historical Notes
The following is a summary of acts which authorized boundary changes for Rutherford County.
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1.

Acts of 1803, Chapter 74, appointed William Minor Quesenberry as a Commissioner to run
and mark the lines between the counties of Davidson and Wilson, and Rutherford and Smith,
at a compensation of $2 per day for himself and $1 per day for the chain carriers.

2.

Acts of 1803, Chapter 77, amended Acts of 1803, Chapter 70, which created the County of
Rutherford, by commissioning William Nash, of Rutherford County, and Samuel Weakley, of
Davidson County, to run and designate the true boundary between the two agreeable to the
Act amended. The Commissioners would receive $2 per day each and the chain carriers $1
per day, making true and accurate maps and plots of the counties and the watercourses. All
Justices of Davidson County falling into Rutherford County would continue as Justices of
Rutherford County.

3.

Acts of 1806, Chapter 50, required the principal surveyors of the First and Second Surveyor's
District to extend the county lines of Rutherford, Williamson, Dickson, and Stewart, and
describe them by some line of a section, south to the Indian Territory, or to the southern
boundary of the State.

4.

Acts of 1809, Chapter 28, recited in the preamble that the Act requiring the Surveyors of the
First and Second Districts to extend the lines of certain counties south to the Indian Territory,
or the southern boundary of the State (Acts of 1806, Chapter 50) did not specify who would
pay the Surveyors for their work. This Act states that Rutherford County would pay for the
extension of its boundaries on a warrant drawn on the County Treasury.

5.

Acts of 1811, Chapter 35, moved the Second District Surveyor's office from Jefferson to
Shelbyville.

6.

Acts of 1835-36, Chapter 39, appointed Hugh Robinson, of Cannon County, and Solomon
Beesley and Alfred P. Gowen, of Rutherford County, to run and mark the line between the
Counties of Cannon and Rutherford, and Warren, in accordance with the directives of the Acts,
both counties sharing the cost thereof. This Act amended Acts of 1835-36, Chapter 33.

7.

Acts of 1837-38, Chapter 61, appointed Guilford Jones, of Smith County, to locate and mark
the center of DeKalb County, and, in the event Jones cannot do the work, the surveyor of
Rutherford County will complete the job for which it would be lawful for the County Court to
pay.

8.

Acts of 1841-42, Chapter 85, changed the lines between Rutherford and Cannon counties
beginning at a point in the present line, south of the twelve mile tree, and due west of the
house of Absalom Bowen, then west to the top of Cripple Creek ridge, thence along the said
ridge until it intersects the present line, and the territory lying east of the said line, including the
residence of Herod Laseter is attached to Cannon County.

9.

Acts of 1843-44, Chapter 34, required the boundary to be run between Rutherford County and
Williamson County beginning at the point where the west boundary line of the 25th Civil
District of said county touches the south boundary line of Williamson County; thence north with
the west boundary of the said civil district and west of the residences of Abraham Glen and
James Vaughn till it strikes the dividing line between the two counties. Residents of the area to
be stricken off could elect five Commissioners to employ the County Surveyor to run and mark
the line. All area east of the line was in Rutherford County and the residents were full-fledged
citizens thereof.

10.

Acts of 1843-44, Chapter 74, changed the line between Bedford County and Rutherford
County beginning at the southeast corner of Williamson County and running eastwardly so as
to include the lands and residences of Richard Nance, John Dunn, Theophilus Leathers, and
Samuel G. Holden in Rutherford County.

11.

Acts of 1847-48, Chapter 152, directed the County Surveyors of Rutherford County and Coffee
County to survey the line between the counties and to mark the same wherever necessary.
The County Courts of the respective counties were obligated to pay them for their work.

12.

Acts of 1849-50, Chapter 144, rearranged the lines between Rutherford County and Bedford
County to make it run from Hendrix's southwest corner with S. H. Little's south boundary line,
due east 84 poles to the said Hendrix's and Little's southeast corner, thence due east 248
poles to the Rutherford County line so as to include all the lands of S. H. Little and William
Smotherman in Rutherford County.
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13.

Acts of 1851-52, Chapter 20, changed the lines between Cannon County and Rutherford
County so that the campground known as the Mount Pisgah, or Jones Camp Ground, would
hereafter be located wholly within Cannon County.

14.

Acts of 1851-52, Chapter 302, moved the home and property belonging to John L. Pearcy out
of Wilson County and placed them entirely in Rutherford County.

15.

Acts of 1851-52, Chapter 304, altered the boundary lines between Rutherford County and
Williamson County to run a line beginning where the Nashville and Shelbyville Road now
crosses the Bedford County Line, running thence northward to M. C. Jordan's southwest
corner; thence with his line to the head of the Big Harpeth River; thence down Big Harpeth
River, as it meanders, to the mouth of the East Fork; thence northward, so as to strike the
Rutherford County line near the Rehoboth Meeting house, and the citizens of the portion taken
off should be added to and become citizens of Rutherford County as the land became part of
it.

16.

Acts of 1853-54, Chapter 94, changed the lines between Rutherford and Williamson Counties
beginning on the Bedford County line and running north between the lands of Stephen Wood
and Longshear Lamb; and thence northward so as to include the dwelling houses of Thomas
L. White, Mr. Rushing, and Henry Cromer, to the southwest corner of Drewry Bennett's land;
thence north to the east fork of Big Harpeth river, and down said east fork to its mouth; and
thence with the line as at present established.

17.

Acts of 1853-54, Chapter 108, moved the lands of John H. Wood from Rutherford County into
Cannon County, and the farms belonging to John D. Alexander, and Lewis Creson out of
Cannon County and into Rutherford County.

18.

Acts of 1855-56, Chapter 161, transferred the residence and lands of Nathaniel C. Carter out
of Davidson County and into Rutherford County.

19.

Acts of 1857-58, Chapter 47, realigned the boundaries between Rutherford County and Coffee
County so that the line would run with the old line between the said counties, running on the
summit of the main dividing ridge between the waters of Stone and Duck Rivers, including
Smith Carney's dwelling house in Rutherford County and the citizens hereby affected by this
change are endowed with all the rights and privileges of the other citizens of Rutherford
County.

20.

Acts of 1859-60, Chapter 135, detached that portion of the farm belonging to Ben Webb from
Bedford County and attached the same henceforth to Rutherford County.

21.

Acts of 1859-60, Chapter 211, changed the lines between Wilson County and Rutherford
County where it passed through the lands of Claiborne H. Rhodes so that all the part of his
land lying in Wilson County would hereafter be a part of Rutherford County.

22.

Acts of 1867-68, Chapter 60, altered the line between Rutherford County and Wilson County
commencing at or near Robert Black's, near the Cannon County line, running west so as to
include W. J. Witty, and J. R. Jennings, until it strikes the Cainsville and Statesville Turnpike
road at an abrupt turn near H. G. John's residence, running with the said pike till it crosses Fall
Creek, thence with said Creek to the Rutherford County line. Section 10, of this same Act,
moved the lands of Thomas Burnett, Sarah Johnson, W. A. McCord, and John Hailey, out of
Marshall County and into Rutherford County.

23.

Acts of 1868-69, Chapter 20, transferred the properties of Gideon Rigg out of Rutherford
County and into Williamson County.

24.

Acts of 1870-71, Chapter 117, changed the lines between Rutherford County and Cannon
County at a point a short distance south of Readyville so as to include in Cannon County
about 50 acres of land belonging to John H. Wood which was located in Rutherford County,
beginning at the line between John H. Wood and J. L. Dunn.

25.

Acts of 1871, Chapter 34, detached the lands of S. H. Thomas E. H. Hale from Bedford
County and attached the same to Rutherford County, giving a general description of the new
line.

26.

Acts of 1871, Chapter 135, realigned the boundaries between Rutherford County and
Williamson County so that the lands of T. F. P. Allison, William Patton, Samuel Willhoite, the
lands of the heirs of Mrs. Neal, and the lands of Thomas Wilson, lying alongside the lines of
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the said counties would all be part of Williamson County but Rutherford County must not be
reduced below the constitutional limits.
27.

Acts of 1879, Chapter 57, moved the farm belonging to A. M. McKnight out of Cannon County
and into Rutherford County.

28.

Acts of 1879, Chapter 137, transferred the lands of J. C. Anderson out of Rutherford County
and into Williamson County. Section 7 of the same act moved the property of J. T. Alexander
and John M. White, out of Davidson County and into Rutherford County.

29.

Acts of 1883, Chapter 124, changed the lines between Rutherford County and Marshall
County so that the farms of S. B. Holt and J. A. Joice, which were located in the 8th Civil
District of Rutherford County, would hereafter be included wholly within Marshall County.

30.

Acts of 1887, Chapter 18, detached the lands of William Byrn, J. E. Allen, W. S. Rhodes, and
R. E. Jarman from the 17th Civil District of Wilson County and attached them to the 16th Civil
District of Rutherford County.

31.

Acts of 1889, Chapter 56, rearranged the boundary lines between Rutherford County and
Wilson County to follow the meanderings of the center of Fall Creek on the north boundary of
R. D. Puckett's lands to the center of the Cumberland and Stone's River Turnpike, thence with
the center of the Turnpike to the intersection of the old line so as to include the lands of R. D.
Puckett in Rutherford County.

32.

Acts of 1891, Chapter 19, transferred the lands of T. J. Little from Williamson County and
placed them in Rutherford County.

33.

Acts of 1891, Chapter 25, changed the lines between Rutherford County and Coffee County to
the effect that the lands of Wiley Hamilton, J. N. Chadwick, and N. P. Norton were included
wholly within Rutherford County.

34.

Acts of 1891, Chapter 254, altered the lines between Rutherford County and Cannon County
beginning at a rock on the Cannon County line, thence due west running through the center of
the "Porterfield Schoolroom" 25 poles to the west door; thence north 6 4/5 poles to the lane;
thence east 25 poles to the corner of the Cannon County line, containing one acre and ten
poles, which area would henceforth be a part of Cannon County.

35.

Acts of 1891, Chapter 258, moved the lands and properties of M. H. Mullins, J. V. Mullins, T. P.
Waldron, Dr. S. B. Nelson, trustee for his wife, and Charles H. Gombille out of Davidson
County and into Rutherford County.

36.

Acts of 1893, Chapter 2, changed the boundary between Rutherford County, Williamson
County, and Davidson County to include the lands of J. M. Gooch in Rutherford county, which
land was bounded on the north by the lands of Mrs. Caruthers, Palmer and Richardson; on the
west by the lands of the James Chrisman estate; and on the south by the lands of William
Potts.

37.

Acts of 1893, Chapter 5, rearranged the boundaries between Rutherford County and
Williamson County so as to take out of Rutherford County and include within Williamson
County the land of T. E. Stammers which was bounded on the east and south by the lands of
William McMeekin and on the west and north by the Williamson County line, containing about
20 acres, more or less.

38.

Acts of 1893, Chapter 28, changed the line between Bedford County and Rutherford County
near the village of Beech Grove, Coffee County, so that after it reaches the northwest corner of
W. H. Stephenson's tract of land, going in a southeasterly direction, it be turned east about
120 poles along W. H. and J. L. Stephenson's north boundary line, to the Manchester and
Murfreesboro Turnpike, at the point where the Coffee County and the Rutherford County lines
intersect said pike, so as to include all the lands of W. H. Stephenson and J. L. Stephenson,
and a lot on which stands a Baptist Church house within Bedford County.

39.

Acts of 1895, Chapter 16, detached the lands belonging to Doc Tribble from Rutherford
County and attached them, as generally described in the Act, to Coffee County.

40.

Acts of 1897, Chapter 175, rerouted the boundary lines between Davidson County and
Rutherford County so that the line followed the boundary of the farm belonging to K. R.
Plummer and placed the entire acreage, some 45 acres, more or less, wholly within Davidson
County.
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41.

Acts of 1899, Chapter 316, moved all the lands of Dr. Z. F. Dismukes out of Cannon County
and into the limits of Rutherford County.

42.

Acts of 1899, Chapter 380, shifted all the lands of J. M. Williams, and the farm of B. A. McLain,
completely out of Bedford County and placed them in Rutherford County, as the same were
described in the Act.

43.

Acts of 1901, Chapter 307, transferred the farms of W. F. Ogilvie and E. S. Hughes, as they
were described in the Act out of Marshall County and into Rutherford County.

44.

Acts of 1901, Chapter 349, rearranged the boundary lines between Rutherford County and
Williamson County so as to include the properties of Joseph Cooke wholly within Rutherford
County and the lands of William White wholly within Williamson County.

45.

Private Acts of 1909, Chapter 46, removed the lands belonging to W. I. Cate from Williamson
County and attached them to Rutherford County.

46.

Private Acts of 1915, Chapter 246, transferred the lands of Charley Edwards out of the First
Civil District of Rutherford County and into the 23rd Civil District of Wilson County.

47.

Private Acts of 1915, Chapter 527, allowed the lands of Bud Lane to be moved out of Wilson
County and into Rutherford County.

48.

Private Acts of 1915, Chapter 670, lifted the property belonging to G. W. Oakley and R. M.
Baxter out of Williamson County and placed it into Rutherford County.

49.

Private Acts of 1915, Chapter 675, permitted J. F. Boyce to remove his property from Bedford
County and place it in Rutherford County.

50.

Private Acts of 1917, Chapter 754, moved the properties belonging to R. E. Epps, out of the
20th Civil District of Rutherford County into Bedford County.

51.

Private Acts of 1923, Chapter 344, detached a portion of the farm of E. C. Shearin, which was
located in the 8th Civil District of Rutherford County, from that county and attached the same
to the 10th Civil District of Bedford County.

52.

Private Acts of 1923, Chapter 543, stated that the line between the First Civil District of
Bedford County and the 24th Civil District of Rutherford County, which was also the county
line, would be so changed to include the property of J. L. Hoover entirely within the 24th Civil
District of Rutherford County. This Act was repealed by Private Acts of 1927, Chapter 219.

53.

Private Acts of 1925, Chapter 575, changed the boundaries between Rutherford County and
Bedford County so that the lands of B. G. Bingham, containing about 170 acres, more or less,
and known as the Granville Bingham Farm, would be located entirely within Rutherford
County.

54.

Private Acts of 1925, Chapter 712, detached the lands of Jim Williams from Cannon County
and attached the same to Rutherford County.

55.

Private Acts of 1925, Chapter 713, moved the property belonging to J. L. Barker, known as the
Flint Spear Farm, from Cannon County into Rutherford County.

56.

Private Acts of 1929, Chapter 346, transferred part of the property of A. F. Morgan estate lying
in the 20th Civil District of Williamson County, about 8 acres, out of that County and into
Rutherford County, and the line between the King farm and the Morgan estate would be the
county line.

57.

Private Acts of 1929, Chapter 650, moved the 131 acres, more or less, belonging to W. I.
Pate, out of Rutherford County and into Williamson County.

58.

Private Acts of 1933, Chapter 430, excluded from Rutherford County all of the lands known at
the J. P. Maxwell Tract, the R. B. Maxwell Tract, and the Tom Covington Tract which were all
located in the 12th Civil District of the County, and included the same in the 18th Civil District
of Williamson County.

59.

Private Acts of 1935, Chapter 127, was the enabling legislation for transferring the farm of
Davis Brothers, containing some 103 acres, more or less, out of the 9th Civil District of
Bedford County and into Rutherford County.

60.

Private Acts of 1935, Chapter 422, altered the boundaries between Rutherford County and
Wilson County so that the properties of J. G. Allen, H. P. Allen, C. W. Allen, and F. E. Allen,
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containing 72 acres, 34 acres, and 125 acres, respectively were taken out of the 17th Civil
District of Wilson County and placed into the 16th Civil District of Rutherford County.
61.

Private Acts of 1935, Chapter 588, shifted the land of Joe Leath which lay immediately across
the boundary line in Rutherford County, containing 8 or 10 acres, so that hereafter the land
would be included in the 23rd Civil District of Wilson County.

62.

Private Acts of 1935, Chapter 649, detached the lands of B. R. Floyd, then lying in the 12th
Civil District of Rutherford County, from that County and attached them to Williamson County.

63.

Private Acts of 1937, Chapter 456, moved the 20 acres of land owned by J. W. Shelton out of
the 2nd Civil District of Coffee County and into Rutherford County.

64.

Private Acts of 1937, Chapter 694, rearranged the lines between Rutherford County and
Coffee County so that the approximate 14 acres belonging to James A. Bryant would no
longer be in the 2nd Civil District of Coffee County but would hereafter be placed in Rutherford
County.

65.

Private Acts of 1939, Chapter 518, transferred the real property owned by Mr. and Mrs. L. H.
Redmon, and that of Joe Pate and Jodie Pate, which was adjacent to the 8th Civil District of
Rutherford County into Rutherford County from the 20th Civil District of Williamson County.

66.

Private Acts of 1943, Chapter 390, detached the land of F. F. Craig from Cannon County, as
the same was more particularly described in the Act and attached the same to the 19th Civil
District of Rutherford County.

67.

Private Acts of 1943, Chapter 410, moved an 18 acre tract of land, as it was described in the
Act, out of the confines of Cannon County and into the 23rd Civil District of Rutherford County.

68.

Private Acts of 1945, Chapter 434, changed the boundaries between Rutherford County and
Williamson County so that all the lands of W. O. Barnes would be included within Rutherford
County, the same being known as the Crenshaw land, plus the Daniel Glymp farm, containing
about 138 acres, formerly in the 18th Civil District of Williamson County.

69.

Private Acts of 1949, Chapter 813, realigned the boundaries between Rutherford County and
Cannon County so that the tract of land belonging to O. E. Tassey, consisting of 37 acres,
situated in the 16th Civil District of Rutherford County would thereafter be a part of the First
Civil District of Cannon County.

70.

Private Acts of 1955, Chapter 54, changed the lines between Rutherford County and Wilson
County so as to include in the 1st Civil District of Rutherford County the two tracts of land
belonging to Orell Woodson, and wife, Alma, as the same was described in the Deeds to them
from Stroud Pickard and Mrs. Bettie Cawthon Maddux, both of which together contained about
31 acres formerly situated in the 23rd Civil District of Wilson County.

71.

Private Acts of 1959, Chapter 375, moved the portion of the 215 acre tract of land of W. M.
Earp, and wife, Juanita, then situated in the 17th Civil District of Wilson County, from that area
into the 15th Civil District of Rutherford County and the lines between the two Counties shall
hereafter run accordingly.
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Court Officers
Acts of 1867-68 Chapter 67
SECTION 1. That in all counties of the State of Tennessee having a population of not less than
thirty-three thousand and fifty, nor more than thirty-three and sixty-five, according to the Federal Census
of 1920, or any subsequent Federal Census, officers serving the Circuit and Criminal Courts shall
receive a per diem of twenty-five dollars ($25) per day compensation for their services to be paid by the
county; provided further, that in all counties of the state having a population of not less than 51,000 nor
more than 53,500 according to the 1960 Federal Census or any subsequent Federal Census, said
officers shall be appointed by the presiding judge to serve at his pleasure and shall have the authority to
administer oaths and shall be possessed of sufficient police power to maintain order in the court room
and, to this end, shall be granted the legal authority to be armed.
As amended by:

Private Acts of 1925, Chapter 556
Private Acts of 1967-68, Chapter 187
Private Acts of 1969, Chapter 63
Private Acts of 1979, Chapter 137

COMPILER'S NOTE: The remainder of this Act has no effect on Rutherford County and is not reprinted
here.
Passed: March 15, 1868.

General Sessions Court
Private Acts of 1947 Chapter 384
Compilation Update Year: 2016
SECTION 1. That there is hereby created and established a Court in and for Rutherford County,
Tennessee, which shall be designated Court of General Sessions of Rutherford County, Tennessee.
Said County shall provide a courtroom in the Town of Murfreesboro, Tennessee, dockets, furnishings
and necessary supplies for the equipment and maintenance of said Court, and pay for same out of the
general funds of said County.
The Judge of the Court of General Sessions of Rutherford County, Tennessee, shall hold said Court in
the court room so provided; and in his discretion the Judge of said Court may hold or try a case or
cases in any part or locality of Rutherford County that he deems to be more convenient and accessible
to the litigants and witnesses.
SECTION 2. That the Court of General Sessions of Rutherford County, Tennessee, shall be and is
hereby vested with all of the jurisdiction and shall exercise all of the authority conferred by the General
Assembly of Tennessee upon Justices of the Peace in civil and criminal cases, suits and actions; and
the Justices of the Peace of said County are hereby divested of all such jurisdiction and authority, but
any Justice of the Peace of said County, except those in the district where the Court sits, may issue
criminal, civil and search warrants against and accept appearance bonds from any person charged with
an offense committed in the district for which such Justice of the Peace was elected. But all process
issued by Justices of the Peace shall be returnable to the Court of General Sessions of Rutherford
County, Tennessee.
The authority of said Justices of the Peace of Rutherford County, Tennessee, in their capacity as
members of the Quarterly County Court, or in the performance of the rites of matrimony, is in no wise
affected by this Act. The Judge of said Court of General Sessions shall have authority to interchange
with the County Judge of Rutherford County and with the Chancellor and Circuit Judge holding Court in
said county.
As amended by:
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SECTION 2. (A). That the Court of General Sessions of Rutherford County, Tennessee shall be and is
hereby concurrently vested with, and shall exercise, concurrently, all of the jurisdiction and authority
conferred by the General Law of the State of Tennessee including but not limited to that conferred by
Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 16, Chapter 7, upon the County Court, or the County Judge, or the
chairman of the County Court, as a judicial office and as a judicial officer.
SECTION 2 (B). That any appeal from any action or judgement of said court shall be made in the form
and manner, to the Court, within the time, and under such circumstances, as is prescribed by the
General Law of the State of Tennessee for appeals upon the same subject matter taken from courts
having the same or equivalent jurisdiction as was exercised by the General Sessions Court from which
an appeal is sought.
SECTION 2 (C). That, contrary provisions of this Act notwithstanding, the Clerk for all things and
matters granted by the jurisdictional provisions of Section 2 (A) and 2 (B) above shall be the County
Court Clerk of Rutherford County. For all other jurisdiction exercised by this court, the Clerk of the Court
shall be the Circuit Court Clerk of Rutherford County as set forth in Section 16, et seq. of this Act.
As amended by:

Private Acts of 1973, Chapter 118

SECTION 3. That before the commencement of any civil actions in said Court, the plaintiff shall be
required to secure the costs by executing a cost bond with solvent security in a penalty of not less than
$25.00, or by making a cash deposit of not less than $5.00, nor more than $25.00, as may be deemed
proper by the Judge or Clerk of said Court, or if a resident of the State of Tennessee, may in lieu thereof
take and file the oath prescribed for poor persons, and on motion of the defendant, or on its own motion,
the Court may have the amount of any such bond or cash deposit increased; and in the case of the
issuance of extraordinary process such bond or oath shall be executed and filed as is required under
the general laws for extraordinary process in Justice of the Peace Courts.
SECTION 4. No person having business in or before the Court, or any part thereof, shall be required or
compelled to engage or employ the services of an attorney.
As amended by:

Private Acts of 1973, Chapter 118

SECTION 5. That the rules of pleading and practice, form of writ and process and stay of appeals from
judgements in civil cases of said Court shall be the same as of Justices of the Peace.
SECTION 6. That in all matters the costs and fees of said Court of General Sessions shall be the same
as those provided by law for Justices of the Peace.
The fees and other compensation of the Sheriff, his Deputies, Constables, Game Wardens and State
Highway Patrolmen for the execution of writs and process of said Court, and the attendance and
mileage of witnesses shall be the same in said Court as those provided by law for the Courts of Justices
of the Peace.
The fees and compensation due for services rendered by said Court of General Sessions shall be paid
to the Clerk of said Court and by him accounted for as hereinafter provided. Said costs, fees, and
mileage of witnesses, the fees, commissions and emoluments of the Sheriff, his
Deputies, Constables, State Highway Patrolmen, Game Wardens and other officers, for service to said
Court, and the fines and forfeitures adjudged by it shall be handled, accounted for and disbursed as
required by law.
SECTION 7. That the Court herein provided is hereby vested with full jurisdiction to try and determine
and render final judgment in all misdemeanor cases brought before said Court upon warrant wherein
the person charged with such misdemeanor offense enters a plea of guilty or requests trial upon the
merits and expressly waives in writing an indictment, presentment, grand jury investigation and jury trial.
In such cases, the trial shall proceed before the Court without the intervention of a jury, and the Court
shall enter such judgement and, as an incident thereto, may inflict such punishment, within the limits
provided by law for the particular offense, as he may deem proper under the peculiar circumstances of
such case, but nothing herein shall be construed as undertaking to grant such Judge the power to
impose a fine in excess of $50.00 upon any citizen of this State; and provided further, that the Court
herein created shall have no jurisdiction of the trial of misdemeanors for which the minimum punishment
is a fine of more than $50.00, or where a fine of any amount and imprisonment is prescribed.
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Any person aggrieved by the judgement of the Court of General Sessions having criminal jurisdiction
rendered under the provisions of this section may appeal such judgement to the next term of the Circuit
Court of Rutherford County upon executing an appearance bond and likewise executing bond for the
amount of fine and costs, or in lieu thereof, taking the oath prescribed by law for paupers. Such appeal,
when properly taken to the Circuit Court of Rutherford County, shall be tried by the Judge of the Circuit
Court without a jury and without indictment and presentment, and upon the original warrant issued
against such person.
The Judge of the Court of General Sessions herein created is expressly authorized to issue any and all
process in connection with criminal cases disposed of by him and under the provisions of this section
necessary to effectuate the carrying out of the judgement rendered by him in such case.
SECTION 8. That separate dockets shall be kept by the Clerk, under the direction of the Court, for civil
and criminal cases.
Upon the civil docket shall be entered the style of each case, the date of issuance of the warrant or
process, and the return of the process, in brief form, action of the Court on the case, both interlocutory
and final orders, judgments, executions, garnishments, lists of the fees of the Court, the Sheriff, his
Deputies, Constables, Game Wardens, and State Highway Patrolmen for their services, fees of
witnesses for attendance, et cetera, and credits for payment upon the judgement and upon the costs.
All cases shall be indexed and the dockets shall be substantially in the form of those of Justices of the
Peace.
The criminal docket shall be kept in like manner, and shall also contain the information provided for in
Section 10 of this Act.
The Judge of the Court of General Sessions shall have the power to and may adopt such rules as may
be necessary to expedite the trial and disposal of cases.
SECTION 9. That no warrant or information charging a person with an offense against the laws of the
State shall be delivered from said Court to any peace officer for the arrest of such person until after an
entry in the Criminal Docket has been made by the Clerk or Judge showing the names of the person or
persons accused, the prosecutor, the officer to whom to be delivered and his signature upon said
docket showing receipt of such process. All of such warrants, information, dockets, and other records of
said Court of General Sessions shall be available to the District Attorney-General for any legal purpose.
SECTION 10. That all appeal bonds in civil cases, all bail bonds, recognizance bonds, and appearance
bonds of person charged with criminal offenses for their appearance for arraignment or trial in said
Court of General Sessions shall be taken by the Clerk of the Circuit Court. This provision shall in no
wise abridge the authority of the Sheriff to take bonds as now provided by law.
When Court is not in session, the Sheriff shall have the right to take bond for the appearance of a
person charged with crime, but such bonds may be taken only at the County Jail and a record made
thereof. Should the offense be a petty one and the person accused be a resident of the County, the
Sheriff may release such person on his own recognizance. Also the Clerk of the Court, when the Judge
thereof is not available, may take bond for the appearance of persons charged with crime, if such
offense is bailable.
SECTION 11. That the compensation of the Judge of the Court of General Sessions of Rutherford
County, Tennessee, shall be $3,600.00 per annum, payable in equal monthly installments. Said salary
shall be paid out of the general funds of the said County.
SECTION 12. That in order to carry out the purpose and intent of this Act, and to establish the
machinery for the operation of this Court of General Sessions, the Honorable A. T. Todd, Jr., a member
of the Bar Association of Murfreesboro, Tennessee, and a citizen of Rutherford County, Tennessee, is
hereby appointed the first General Sessions Judge of said County, and he shall take office on April 1,
1947, and shall hold said office until the first election of a General Sessions Judge, as hereinafter
provided.
The person named in this bill shall serve until September 1, 1948. At the regular August election, 1948,
a Judge shall be elected for said Court by the qualified voters of said County to take office September 1,
1948, who shall serve until September 1, 1950. At the August election, 1950, there shall be elected by
the voters of said County a Judge who shall hold office for a term of four years from September 1, 1950,
and subsequent terms shall be for four years.
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The Legislature declares that if the Court hereby created shall be held to be an inferior court within the
contemplation of Article VI, Section 4, of the Constitution, and the Judge thereof entitled to a term of
eight years, it would have enacted this statute with the term of the Judge fixed at eight years.
There is hereby created and established a Part II of the Court of General Sessions of Rutherford
County, and the person to be appointed to fill such position shall be designated as Judge of Part II of
said Court. The Judge of Part II shall be vested with the same authority and jurisdiction to try, hear and
dispose of such matters, suits and cases as the Judge of Part I. The Governor of the State of
Tennessee shall appoint a qualified person who shall serve as Judge of Part II, and the person so
appointed shall serve until the next regular election to be held in August, 1974, at which time the
qualified voters of said County shall, in the manner provided by law, elect a Judge of Part II of said
Court for a full term. The said appointee shall continue to serve until the said electee qualifies for and
assumes the office on September 1, 1974, and the full term of office of the Judge of Part II shall be the
same as provided by law for the Judge of Part I.
The compensation of the Judge of Part II shall be the same as that of the Judge of Part I, and shall be
paid in the same manner as now authorized for the Judge of Part I.
At all times, in a manner as decided upon by the Senior Judge, a judge of the General Sessions Court
shall be available to the citizens of Rutherford County.
Effective September 1, 2006, there is created Part III of the Court of General Sessions of Rutherford
County. At the August general election in 2006, and every eight (8) years thereafter, the qualified voters
of Rutherford County shall elect a person to serve as judge of Part III of the Court of General Sessions
for an eight-year term.
Such person shall be required to possess all of the same qualifications as the general sessions judges
in Parts I and II and shall be vested with the same authority and jurisdiction to try, hear and dispose of
cases and other matters that come before such court as is conferred upon the judges in Parts I and II.
The judge of Part III shall receive the same compensation, payable in the same manner as the judges
of Parts I and II.
Beginning September 1, 2006, the Judges or the General Sessions Court of Rutherford County shall
designate, by a majority vote, one (1) of the three (3) judges to serve as the presiding judge for a one
(1) year term. There is no limit on the number of consecutive terms a judge may serve as presiding
judge. The presiding judge shall designate, determine the cases and the time for holding court for each
judge. Until September 1, 2006, the present method of selecting the presiding judge shall remain in
effect.
Effective September 1, 2016, there is created Part IV of the Court of General Sessions of Rutherford
County. At the August general election in 2016, the qualified voters of Rutherford County shall elect a
person to serve as judge of Part IV of the Court of General Sessions for a six (6) year term beginning
September 1, 2016. The qualifying deadline for the 2016 election is at noon on the ninetieth day before
the August general election. Any person qualifying for the 2016 election has until noon on the
eighty-seventh day before the August general election to withdraw. After expiration of the initial six (6)
year term, and every eight (8) years thereafter, the qualified voters of Rutherford County shall elect a
person to serve as judge of Part IV of the Court of General Sessions for an eight (8) year term.
Such person shall be required to possess all the same qualifications as the general session judges in
Parts I, II, and Ill and shall be vested with the same authority and jurisdiction to try, hear, and dispose of
cases and other matters that come before such court as is conferred upon the judges in Parts I, II, and
Ill.
The judge of Part IV shall receive the same compensation, payable in the same manner, as judges of
Parts I, II, and Ill.
Beginning September 1, 2016, the Judges of the General Sessions Court of Rutherford County shall
designate, by a majority vote, one (1) of the four (4) judges to serve as the presiding judge for a one (1)
year term. There is no limit on the number of consecutive terms a judge may serve as presiding judge.
The presiding judge shall designate, determine the cases, and the time for holding court for each judge.
Until September 1, 2016, the present method of selecting the presiding judge shall remain in effect.
As amended by:

Private Acts of 1973, Chapter 118
Private Acts of 2005, Chapter 59
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Private Acts of 2016, Chapter 40
SECTION 13. That if the Judge of said court fails to attend, cannot preside in a pending case or for any
reason hold Court, a majority of the attorneys present in such Court may elect some qualified person,
and when elected he shall take the same oath and have the same authority as the regular Judge of said
Court, to hold the Court and perform all the duties of such Judge for the occasion. In the event of a
temporary disability on the part of said Judge, he is hereby authorized to appoint some qualified person,
who shall hold Court in his stead for a period not exceeding two days at any stated time, with the
provision that not more than two appointments each month shall be made by said Judge.
SECTION 14. That in case of vacancy for any cause, the Governor of the State of Tennessee shall have
the power to appoint some qualified person to fill such vacancy until the first day of September following
the next biennial August election occurring more than thirty days after the vacancy occurs or until his
successor is elected and qualified.
SECTION 15. That the Clerk of the Circuit Court of said County shall act as Clerk of said Court of
General Sessions, and when acting as Clerk of said Court, shall be designated "Clerk of the Court of
General Sessions of Rutherford County, Tennessee." The fees, commissions and emoluments of said
Court of General Sessions shall accrue to said County, the Clerk of said Court shall receive as his
compensation the sum of $1300.00 per annum, payable in equal monthly installments out of the general
funds of said County, and shall pay to said County monthly all fees, the Clerk of said Court shall receive
as his compensation the sum of $1,300.00 per annum, payable in equal monthly installments out of the
general funds of said County, and shall pay to said County monthly all fees, commissions, and
emoluments of said Court of General Sessions and the same shall become a part of the general funds
of Rutherford County, Tennessee.
The Clerk of said Court and his deputies shall have concurrent authority with the Judge thereof to issue
warrants and other processes and writs, other than those which the law requires shall be issued only by
a judicial officer.
As amended by:

Private Acts of 1947, Chapter 737

SECTION 16. The judges of the General Sessions Courts, including the Probate Courts and the
independent Juvenile Court of Rutherford County, Tennessee, are authorized and empowered to
appoint qualified persons that are at least eighteen (18) years of age to serve as court officers, which
may include the offices of legal secretary, law clerk, Civil/Probate Court Coordinator, and Juvenile Court
Magistrate, for such courts, and whose primary duties shall be to attend and wait upon those courts
whenever they are in session, maintain order and decorum in the courtrooms and chambers, perform
such other duties as the courts may prescribe, and to perform duties as defined in the job descriptions
for such offices as adopted by the County Legislative Body. The officer or officers shall serve at the
pleasure of the judges of such courts, and vacancies in the office shall be filled in the same manner and
subject to the same terms as provided for the original appointments.
Before entering upon the duties of the officer, the officer or officers and any successor in the office, shall
subscribe an appropriate oath chosen and administered by such officer's appointing judge.
At the expense of the County, and when performing any of the duties of the office, the officer, or officers
and any successor shall display a badge of the office, and shall be entitled to compensation from the
county treasury in such amount and upon such terms as the County Legislative Body shall determine
from time to time.
As amended by:

Private Acts of 1977, Chapter 76
Private Acts of 2014, Chapter 76

SECTION 17. That this Act shall in no wise impair the right, title or interest of any Justice of the Peace
of said County to any unpaid fees or funds in which he had a right or interest, in any proceedings,
judgement or suit, whether said cause is disposed of or pending when this Act becomes effective.
SECTION 18. That all of the official dockets, records and papers in cases that are undisposed of or
pending in the offices of Justices of Peace of said County at the time this Act becomes effective shall be
delivered to said Court of General Sessions. The official dockets, records and papers in possession of
Justices of the Peace of said County in cases that have been completed shall be turned over to said
County, as provided by law.
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SECTION 19. That said Court shall have the authority to hear and determine all undisposed of cases in
the Courts of the Justices of the Peace of said County as if such cases had originated in said Court of
General Sessions.
SECTION 20. That none of the provisions contained in this Act shall be construed to prohibit the Judge
of the Court of General Sessions of Rutherford County, Tennessee, from practicing law in the Chancery
Courts, Circuit Courts, County Courts, and Appellate Courts of the State of Tennessee, except in cases
having their origin in said Court of General Sessions of Rutherford County, Tennessee.
SECTION 21. That the General Assembly of the State of Tennessee expressly declares that each
section, subsection, paragraph, and provision of this Act is several, and that should any portion of this
Act be held unconstitutional or invalid, the same shall not affect the remainder of this Act, but such
unconstitutional or invalid portion shall be elided, and the General Assembly of the State of Tennessee
declares that it would have enacted this Act with such unconstitutional or invalid portions elided
therefrom.
SECTION 22. That this Act shall take effect on April 1, 1947, after its passage, the public welfare
requiring it.
Passed: February 26, 1947.
COMPILER'S NOTE: The question of the constitutionality of portions of this Act, as amended, was
raised in the case of O'Brien v. Rutherford County, 199 Tenn. 642, 288 S.W.2d 708 (1956), along with
issues of equitable estoppel. Section 15 was declared unconstitutional as being in violation of Article 11,
Section 8 of the Tennessee Constitution, and could properly be elided from the Act at the instance of
one who was not estopped to question it.

Private Acts of 1951 Chapter 516
SECTION 1. That the Judge of the Court of General Sessions of Rutherford County, Tennessee, is
hereby authorized and empowered to grant injunctions, attachments, writs of ne exeat and other
extraordinary process.
SECTION 2. That any additional compensation of $1,800.00 per annum, payable monthly, be paid the
Judge of the Court of General Sessions of Rutherford County, Tennessee, from the general county
revenues.
As amended by:

Private Acts of 1953, Chapter 510

SECTION 3. That the General Assembly of the State of Tennessee expressly declares that each
section, subsection, paragraph, and provision of this Act is severable and that should any portion of this
Act be held unconstitutional or invalid, the same shall not affect the remainder of this Act, but such
unconstitutional or invalid portion shall be elided, and the General Assembly of the State of Tennessee
declares that it would have enacted this Act with such unconstitutional or invalid portions elided
therefrom.
SECTION 4. That this Act shall take effect from and after its passage, the public welfare requiring it.
Passed: March 12, 1951.
Private Acts of 1961 Chapter 1
SECTION 1. That Chapter 384 of the Private Acts of 1947 be and is hereby amended so that in addition
to the jurisdiction, powers and duties vested by law in the General Sessions Court of Rutherford County,
Tennessee, that the said General Sessions Court is hereby constituted the Juvenile Court of Rutherford
County, Tennessee, and all of the jurisdiction, power and authority vested by law in the Juvenile Courts
is hereby vested in the General Sessions court of Rutherford County. All of the Jurisdiction heretofore
exercised by the County Judge of Rutherford County, Tennessee, is hereby divested from such Court
and vested in the said General Sessions Court.
SECTION 2. That Chapter 384 of the Private Acts of 1947 be and is hereby further amended so that the
General Sessions Judge, for his services as Juvenile Judge, shall be paid One Thousand Six Hundred
Dollars ($1,600.00) per annum for his services and the same shall be paid in equal monthly installments
from the County General Fund.
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SECTION 3. That Chapter 384 of the Private Acts of 1947 be and is hereby further amended so that the
Circuit Court Clerk shall act as the Clerk of the Juvenile Court and shall perform all the powers and
functions in regard to such Court as are now vested by law in the County Court Clerk.
SECTION 4. That the provisions of this Act are hereby declared to be severable. If any of its sections,
provisions or enactments, or parts thereof, be held unconstitutional or void, the remainder of this Act
shall continue in full force and effect, it being the Legislative intent that this Act would have been
adopted even if such unconstitutional or void matter had not been included herein.
SECTION 5. That this Act take effect from and after its passage, the public welfare requiring it, but said
Act shall not become effective until the same has been approved by a twothirds roll call vote of the
members of the Quarterly County Court of Rutherford County, Tennessee.
Passed: January 5, 1961.
Private Acts of 2005 Chapter 59
SECTION 1. [This section amended Private Acts of 1947, Chapter 384, reproduced herein.]
SECTION 2. [This section amended Private Acts of 1947, Chapter 384, reproduced herein.]
SECTION 3.
(a) Rutherford County shall provide all funding necessary for the establishment and operation of Part IV
of the Court of General Sessions of Rutherford County created by this act, including a courtroom, office
space, and such personnel as is necessary to efficiently operate such court.
(b) This act shall take effect only if the cost of providing any additional assistant district attorneys
general, assistant district public defenders, or any other costs associated with the judgeship created by
this act is funded by Rutherford County, and such funding continues for the term of the judgeship so
created.
As amended by:

Private Acts of 2016, Chapter 40.

SECTION 4. This act shall have no effect unless it is approved by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the
legislative body of Rutherford County. Its approval or nonapproval shall be proclaimed by the presiding
officer of the Rutherford County legislative body and certified to the secretary of state.
SECTION 5. For the purpose of approving or rejecting the provisions of this act, it shall be effective
upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it. For all other purposes, it shall become effective as
provided in Section 4.
Passed: May 18, 2005.
COMPILER'S NOTE: Section 3 of the Private Acts of 2005, Chapter 59, contained similar language as
set forth in (a) above with respect to Part III of the Court of General Sessions of Rutherford County.

Juvenile Court
Private Acts of 1961 Chapter 1
SECTION 1. That Chapter 384 of the Private Acts of 1947 be and is hereby amended so that in addition
to the jurisdiction, powers and duties vested by law in the General Sessions Court of Rutherford County,
Tennessee, that the said General Sessions Court is hereby constituted the Juvenile Court of Rutherford
County, Tennessee, and all of the jurisdiction, power and authority vested by law in the Juvenile Courts
is hereby vested in the General Sessions court of Rutherford County. All of the jurisdiction heretofore
exercised by the County Judge of Rutherford County, Tennessee, is hereby divested from such Court
and vested in the said General Sessions Court.
SECTION 2. That Chapter 384 of the Private Acts of 1947 be and is hereby further amended so that the
General Sessions Judge, for his services as Juvenile Judge, shall be paid One Thousand Six Hundred
Dollars ($1,600.00) per annum for his services and the same shall be paid in equal monthly installments
from the County General Fund.
SECTION 3. That Chapter 384 of the Private Acts of 1947 be and is hereby further amended so that the
Circuit Court Clerk shall act as the Clerk of the Juvenile Court and shall perform all the powers and
functions in regard to such Court as are now vested by law in the County Court Clerk.
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SECTION 4. That the provisions of this Act are hereby declared to be severable. If any of its sections,
provisions or enactments, or parts thereof, be held unconstitutional or void, the remainder of this Act
shall continue in full force and effect, it being the Legislative intent that this Act would have been
adopted even if such unconstitutional or void matter had not been included herein.
SECTION 5. That this Act take effect from and after its passage, the public welfare requiring it, but said
Act shall not become effective until the same has been approved by a twothirds roll call vote of the
members of the Quarterly County Court of Rutherford County, Tennessee.
Passed: January 5, 1961.
Private Acts of 2000 Chapter 72
SECTION 1. As used in this Act, unless the context otherwise requires:
(a) “Court” means the Juvenile County of Rutherford County.
(b) “Judge” means the Judge of the Juvenile Court of Rutherford County.
(c) “Clerk” means the Circuit Court Clerk or Deputy Clerk of Rutherford County.
SECTION 2. There is created, in Rutherford County, a Juvenile Court to be known and styled as the
Juvenile Court of Rutherford County. Such court shall be a court of record and shall be presided over by
a Judge who shall have the qualifications and salary provided by this Act.
SECTION 3. A Judge for such court shall, upon the approval of this Act, be appointed who shall be
licensed to practice law in this State and who possesses all other qualifications of judges of inferior
courts, as provided by law. The Judge shall be elected in the August general election to serve from
September 1, 2000, to August 31, 2006. Thereafter, the term of office shall be eight (8) years, and such
Judge shall be licensed to practice law in the state of Tennessee and shall possess all the qualifications
of the inferior courts. The elected Judge shall take and subscribe to the same oath of office as that
subscribed for the Judges of the Circuit and General Session Courts. In the event the office of the
Judge shall become vacant by reason of death, resignation, retirement, or any other reason before the
expiration of said term of office, such vacancy shall be filled by a majority of the Rutherford County
Commission members until the next county general election. The Rutherford County Eection (sic)
Commission shall set the qualifying deadlines for the August 3, 2000, General Elections.
SECTION 4. The Rutherford County Circuit Court Clerk shall serve as Clerk of the Rutherford County
Juvenile Court and any of such clerk’s deputies shall also be deputies for the Juvenile County created
by this Act.
SECTION 5. The Judge and Clerk of such Juvenile Court shall have all of the jurisdiction, powers,
duties, and authority of other Juvenile Court Judges and Clerks as provided in Tennessee Code
Annotated, Title 37 or any other general law.
SECTION 6. Effective September 1, 2006, the salary of the Juvenile Court Judge shall be
commensurate with that established by Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 16-15-5003 for general
sessions court judges of the same county class as Rutherford County. Any subsequent salary increases
provided by that section or any other provision of law for general sessions court judges of the same
county class as Rutherford County shall also apply to the Juvenile Court Judge.
As amended by:

Private Acts of 2005, Chapter 30

SECTION 7. The Juvenile Court Judge shall not be allowed to participate in the practice of law in all
other courts within the court system and shall be prohibited from performing any services in any of such
courts. The Judge shall be a full-time position.
SECTION 8. The Judge is authorized to make and promulgate rules and regulations for the
administration and efficient operation of the court and to fix the times and places at which all persons
within the jurisdiction of the court shall have their causes set for disposition.
SECTION 9. The Judge shall, pursuant to the laws and regulations of Rutherford County, appoint such
personnel as may be necessary to efficiently carry on the business of the court. All such appointments
shall be limited by the total appropriations made for such personnel during each fiscal year by the
county legislative bodies.
SECTION 10. The county legislative body shall provide the court with facilities adequate and sufficient
to allow the court to perform its duties as a Juvenile Court.
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SECTION 11. All unfinished and pending matters in the court or courts exercising Juvenile Court
jurisdiction, prior to the date this Act takes effect, shall be transferred to the court created by this Act at
the close of business on the day preceding the day this Act becomes effective. On such date, all official
books, records, and other documents pertaining to any matter within the jurisdiction of the Juvenile
Court shall be delivered to such court.
SECTION 12. If any provision of this Act, or the application thereof to any person or circumstance, is
held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions, or application of the Act which can be given
effect without the invalid provision or application, and to that end, the provisions of this Act are declared
to be severable.
SECTION 13. This Act shall have no effect, unless it is approved by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the
County Legislative Body of Rutherford County. Its approval or nonapproval shall be proclaimed by the
presiding officer of the Rutherford County Legislative Body and certified by him to the Secretary of
State.
SECTION 14. For the purpose of approving or rejecting the provisions of this Act, it shall be effective
upon becoming law, the public welfare requiring it. For all other purposes, it shall become effective upon
being approved, as provided in Section 13.
Passed: February 7, 2000.

Court System - Historical Notes
Board of Jury Commissioners - Jurors
The following acts once affected jurors or boards of jury commissioners in Rutherford County, but are no
longer operative. Also referenced below are acts which repeal prior law without providing new
substantive provisions.
1.

Acts of 1803, Chapter 73, listed the number of jurors each County in the Mero Judicial District
must furnish to the Superior Courts thereof. The counties were Jackson County which would
provide two jurors; Smith, four jurors; Sumner, six jurors; Wilson, three jurors; Rutherford, two
jurors; Williamson, four jurors; Davidson, seven jurors; Robertson, four jurors; Montgomery,
four jurors; Dickson, two jurors; and Stewart, two jurors.

2.

Acts of 1806, Chapter 24, apportioned the number of jurors each County in the Mero District
must furnish to the Superior Court. Davidson County must sent twelve jurors; Sumner County,
eight; Wilson County, six; Williamson County, eight; and Rutherford County, five.

3.

Acts of 1812, Chapter 38, authorized Theophilus A. Cannon, James L. Armstrong, William W.
Searcy, John Hoover, and Noble Warnick, or any three of them, to appoint a jury, or juries, for
the next term of the County and Circuit Courts of Rutherford County, and to direct the Clerks of
the Courts to record the names of those selected.

4.

Acts of 1817, Chapter 128, authorized the Justices of Rutherford County to levy a tax for the
purpose of providing additional compensation to the jurors attending the County and Circuit
Courts. The additional compensation could not exceed fifty cents per day.

5.

Acts of 1819, Chapter 67, declared it to be lawful after January 1, next, for the County Courts
of Davidson, Sumner, Williamson, Giles, Rutherford, Bedford, and Maury Counties to appoint
37 jurors for each of the Counties named who would serve in the County and Circuit Courts.
Jurors were bound to attend court under penalty and would be paid as other jurors were paid.

6.

Acts of 1819, Chapter 134, permitted the County Courts of the County of Davidson,
Williamson, Giles, Rutherford, and Maury to select 37 jurors for the County Court and the
Circuit Court combined, making their compensation the same as other jurors.

7.

Acts of 1833, Chapter 244, made it the duty and responsibility of the Rutherford County Court
at their first session in each and every year to levy a tax sufficient to pay talisman jurors who
might be compelled to serve according to recent acts passed by the General Assembly.

8.

Private Acts of 1909, Chapter 334, created a Board of Jury Commissioners in Wilson and
Rutherford County composed of three discreet people to be appointed by the Judges having
criminal jurisdiction, who were not practicing attorneys, had no suit pending, and were
residents of the County. No more than two could come from the same political party. The
Commissioners must be sworn according to the oath in the Act, must select one of their
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number as Chairman, and would serve a one year term. The Circuit Court Clerk, after also
being sworn, would serve as a Clerk to the Board. The Board would select from the tax rolls a
number of names equal to 1/5 of the votes cast in the last Presidential election but in no case
less than 250 nor more than 1,000, which names would constitute the Jury List for the next
two years. The names must be listed alphabetically in a book provided by the County and the
list certified by all three members of the Board and reported to the Circuit Court. The names
must also be placed on cards, or scrolls, put into a box, locked and sealed. From 10 to 15
days before the term of Court opens, the box would be unlocked and a child under ten years
of age would draw the number of names from the Box as was ordered by the Judge, or which
would be sufficient to provide jurors. These names were to be kept, recorded, and reported to
the Court. At least five days before Court opened the list was sent to the Sheriff who would
summon them as jurors. The Grand and petit jurors would be selected from this number, none
being excused except by the Judge. Provisions were included for special panels and to
replenish an exhausted panel. The Commissioners would be paid $2.00 per day for each day
spent in discharge of this duty. This Act was repealed by Private Acts of 1951, Chapter 212.
See Wade v. State, 191 Tenn. 573, 235 S.W.2d 583, (1951).
9.

Private Acts of 1945, Chapter 339, fixed the compensation of every regular juror serving a
Rutherford County at $3 per day for each day's attendance as a juror.

10.

Private Acts of 1951, Chapter 212, amended Private Acts of 1909, Chapter 334, by striking out
the population figures referring to Rutherford County which would remove the County from the
provisions of the Act establishing a Board of Jury Commissioners.

11.

Private Acts of 1951, Chapter 213, created a three member Board of Jury Commissioners for
Rutherford County, writing in the same qualifications as the 1909 Act except that a School
Board Member or a Justice of the Peace could not serve on the Board. Terms and conditions
expressed follow those of the 1909 Act except the limitations placed on the number of names
to be drawn were no more than 1,500 nor less than 1,000. Procedures to be followed in this
Act in the selection of names were substantially the same as those described in the 1909 Act
except that more records and reports were required to be kept. Some additional methods to
replenish panels and to summon special jurors were incorporated. The Jury Commissioners
would be paid $4 for each day's service in that regard.

12.

Private Acts of 1953, Chapter 236, amended Private Acts of 1951, Chapter 213, Section 4, by
directing that jurors be selected from the civil districts in proportion to district population. Any
source of information could be used in drawing up the jury list. Section 5 was amended to give
the Judge more discretion in impaneling the juries by giving him the power to direct the Sheriff
to go out into the County and summon a sufficient number to discharge the need, or the Judge
may cause the Jury Box to be brought in and additional names withdrawn. Section 15 was
amended to give the Commissioners $10 per day up to two days and seven cents per mile for
traveling, when sworn statements were filed to verify the same, as compensation for their
services.

13.

Private Acts of 1957, Chapter 206, stated that any person serving as a juror in Rutherford
County would be paid $6 per day for each day spent in service as such, except the Foreman
of the Grand Jury, who would be paid $10 for each day. This Act would apply to any and all
jurors in the County, including the Juries of View, and Juries of Inquisition. This Act was
properly ratified by the Quarterly Court.

Chancery Court
The following acts form an outline of the development of equity jurisdiction in Rutherford County,
although they no longer have the force of law since they have either been superseded by general law,
repealed, or failed to receive local ratification. Also referenced below are acts which repeal prior law
without providing new substantive provisions.
1.
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Acts of 1822, Chapter 13, provided that a Chancery Court would be held at least once each
year by the Justices of the Supreme Court at the same places at which the Supreme Court
met. The Chancery courts would meet at Rogersville on the first Monday in November; at
Knoxville, on the third Monday of November; at Charlotte, on the fourth Monday in December;
at Sparta, on the second Monday in December; at Nashville, on the fourth Monday in January;
and at Columbia, on the second Monday in January. Each term would continue for two weeks
unless the Dockets of the Courts were cleared up earlier, except at Nashville where the term
would last six weeks.
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2.

Acts of 1824, Chapter 14, directed the Justices of the Supreme Court to arrange among
themselves to hold the Chancery Courts at least twice each year at Greenville, Rogersville,
Kingston, Carthage, McMinnville, Franklin, Columbia, Charlotte, and Jackson. The Court at
Franklin would hear and dispose of cases arising in the counties of Williamson, Davidson, and
Rutherford on the first Monday in May and November of each year. Clerks would make
appropriate transfer of documents to accomplish the above.

3.

Acts of 1826, Chapter 77, was the legislative authority for John Haywood to hold the Chancery
Court for the Counties of Williamson, Davidson, and Rutherford. The Court would open in
Franklin on the first Monday in December, 1826, and continue in session until the business of
the Court was finished.

4.

Acts of 1827, Chapter 79, divided Tennessee into two Chancery Divisions. The Eastern
Division was composed of the Courts which met at Rogersville, Greenville, Kingston,
Carthage, and McMinnville, while the Western had in it the Courts meeting in Franklin,
Columbia, Charlotte, Jackson and Paris. Two Chancellors were to be appointed and Justices
of the Supreme Court were divested of original chancery jurisdiction.

5.

Acts of 1835-36, Chapter 4, enacted subsequent to the adoption of the 1835 Constitution,
provided for three Chancery Divisions in Tennessee. Each Division would have a Chancellor
appointed by the Governor for an 8 year term, being paid in the same manner as other
Judges. Court would convene twice each year, each Division being further broken down into
Districts. Rutherford County constituted the 5th District of the Middle Division whose Court
would meet at Murfreesboro on the first Monday in February and August.

6.

Acts of 1839-40, Chapter 21, fixed the terms for the Chancery Courts at Livingston, Carthage,
Lebanon, Shelbyville, Winchester, McMinnville, Pikeville, and Murfreesborough where the
Court would convene on the first Monday in January and July. Rutherford County would be
part of the 4th Division of the Chancery Court.

7.

Acts of 1839-40, Chapter 33, added a new Fourth Division to the Chancery Court system in
Tennessee which was composed of the Courts meeting at Livingston, Carthage, McMinnville,
Winchester, Lebanon, Murfreesboro, and Shelbyville. This Act amended Acts of 1835-36,
Chapter 4.

8.

Acts of 1847-48, Chapter 171, stated that the Chancery Court at Murfreesboro in Rutherford
County would hereafter meet on the fourth Monday in April and the third Monday in October.

9.

Acts of 1857-58, Chapter 88, organized the Chancery Courts in Tennessee into the Eastern,
Middle, Western, Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Divisions. The Fourth Chancery Division was made
up of the Counties of Wilson, Macon, Jackson, Putnam, Smith, Coffee, Franklin, Lincoln,
Bedford, Sumner, DeKalb, Warren, Van Buren, Grundy, Cannon, and Rutherford whose
Chancery Court would begin its terms on the fourth Monday in April and October at
Murfreesboro.

10.

Acts of 1870, Chapter 32, reorganized the equity courts of Tennessee into twelve Chancery
Districts assigning the counties of Franklin, Lincoln, Bedford, Rutherford, Cannon, Coffee,
Warren, and Grundy to the Fourth Chancery District.

11.

Acts of 1870, Chapter 47, fixed the schedule of Court terms for every Chancery Court in the
State. Rutherford County's Chancery Court would meet on the first Monday in January and
June. This Act was repealed by Acts of 1875, Chapter 28.

12.

Acts of 1870-71, Chapter 22, reset the schedule of Chancery Court terms to start in Rutherford
County at Murfreesboro on the fourth Monday in April and October.

13.

Acts of 1875, Chapter 28, Section 3, changed the opening dates for the Chancery Court terms
in Rutherford County to the third Monday in April and October, requiring that all outstanding
process be made to conform to those dates.

14.

Acts of 1885 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 20, was a major revision of the lower Court system of
Tennessee which formed eleven Chancery Divisions. The Fourth Chancery Division contained
the Counties of Warren, Cannon, Rutherford, Bedford, Franklin, Lincoln, Moore, and Marshall.
Rutherford County's Chancery court was slated to begin its terms on the third Monday in April
and October each year, as it had been doing. This statute was considered along with many
others by the State Supreme Court in Flynn v. State, 203 Tenn. 337, 313 S.W.2d 248 (1958).
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15.

Acts of 1895, Chapter 108, rescheduled the Chancery Court of Rutherford County to convene
at Murfreesboro on the third Monday in January and July.

16.

Acts of 1899, Chapter 427, reorganized the entire lower Judicial system of the State.
Chancery Courts were combined into ten Chancery Divisions. The Fifth Chancery Division
was composed of the Counties of Rutherford, Bedford, Marshall, Williamson, Lincoln,
Lawrence, Maury, Giles, Lewis, and Wayne. The Chancery Court in Rutherford would take up
its docket on the third Monday in January and July.

17.

Acts of 1901, Chapter 319, created the Common Law, Chancery and County Court of the
county of Rutherford. This Court would have chancery jurisdiction, criminal jurisdiction, civil
jurisdiction, and jurisdiction over the County Court. The chancery division of this court would
hold four terms, commencing on the second Monday of January, April, July and October. This
Act repealed all laws attaching Rutherford County to the Fourth Chancery Division.

18.

Acts of 1901, Chapter 427, changed the starting date of the Chancery Court terms in
Rutherford County to the second Monday in April and October.

19.

Private Acts of 1972, Chapter 383, would have transferred all judicial functions exercised by
the County Judge to the Chancery Court of Rutherford County. This Act failed to receive local
approval and never became operative.

20.

Public Acts of 1974, Chapter 718, established the Eighth Judicial District for Rutherford and
Cannon Counties, to be served by one circuit judge and one chancellor until the population of
the district exceeded 100,000, whereupon an additional judge or chancellor would be elected
and for each additional 90,000 population an additional judge or chancellor would be added.
This act was superseded by the general law codified in T.C.A. 16-2-506.

Chancery Court - Clerk and Master
The reference list below contains acts which once applied to the clerk and master in Rutherford County.
Also referenced below are acts which repeal prior law without providing new substantive provisions.
1.

Private Acts of 1919, Chapter 274, provided that females, married or single, over the age of 21
and a resident of the County appointing them, would be eligible to serve as a Deputy in the
office of the Clerk and Master of Rutherford County with all the rights and obligations of other
Deputies. The acceptance of employment was a waiver of any defense of coverture and would
work as an estoppel to deny any legal liability. This Act applied to Weakley, Rutherford,
Montgomery, Greene, Giles, and Fayette Counties. This Act was repealed by Private Acts of
1979, Chapter 138.

2.

Private Acts of 1933, Chapter 876, fixed the salaries of several county officials in Rutherford
County. The salary of the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court was set at $2,500 annually
but that amount would be paid only when the fees collected in the office equalled that sum. All
fees collected over that amount would be paid into Treasury of the county for which the Clerk
and Master would be accountable. All expenses of the office would continue to be paid as the
law provided.

3.

Private Acts of 1939, Chapter 529, was the authority for the Clerk and Master of Rutherford
County to appoint a Deputy for a period of one year at a time who, when sworn and bonded,
would be empowered to perform any act in the same manner as the Clerk and Master. The
salary of the Deputy Clerk and Master was set at $900 a year.

4.

Private Acts of 1943, Chapter 413, was the legislative authority for the Quarterly Court of
Rutherford County to appropriate an annual sum, not to exceed $1,200, with which to pay for
the services of an Assistant, or Deputy, Clerk and Master, in the office of the Clerk and Master.

Circuit Court
The following acts were once applicable to the circuit court of Rutherford County but now have no
effect, having been repealed, superseded, or having failed to win local approval. Also referenced below
are acts which repeal prior law without providing new substantive provisions.
1.

Acts of 1803, Chapter 70, which created Rutherford County, further provided that the courts
would meet at the house of Thomas Rucker until the Quarterly Court adjourned them to
another location more suitable and convenient pending the completion of the court house.

2.

Acts of 1806, Chapter 19, divided the Mero District into three separate Districts which were the
Robertson District including the counties of Robertson, Dickson, Montgomery, and Stewart;
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the Winchester District which contained the counties of Jackson, Smith, and Wilson; and the
remaining counties of Davidson, Sumner, Williamson, and Rutherford constituted the Mero
District.
3.

Acts of 1809, Chapter 49, divided Tennessee into five Judicial Circuits. The Fourth Judicial
Circuit comprised the counties of Davidson, Wilson, Rutherford, Williamson, Maury, Giles,
Lincoln, and Bedford. The Circuit court terms would commence in Rutherford County on the
second Monday in April and October.

4.

Acts of 1812, Chapter 68, reset the Circuit Court terms in the counties of Wilson, Bedford,
Lincoln, Giles, Maury, Williamson, Davidson, and Rutherford whose court would meet on the
second Monday in March and September.

5.

Acts of 1817, Chapter 138, rescheduled the terms of the Circuit Courts in the Third, Fourth,
Fifth, and Sixth Circuits. In Rutherford County the Circuit Court terms would begin on the third
Monday in February and August.

6.

Acts of 1821, Chapter 52, stated that Joshua Haskell, the Judge elect for the 8th Judicial
Circuit could take and subscribe the oath of office prescribed for the Circuit Judges of the
State before any Justice of the Peace in Rutherford County.

7.

Acts of 1825, Chapter 333, provided among other things that the Circuit Court for the County
of Rutherford would be held at the Court House in Murfreesboro on the fourth Monday in
February and August and would continue in session until the second Monday in March and
September, if necessary to do so.

8.

Acts of 1826, Chapter 197, stated that the Circuit Court in Rutherford County would begin its
sessions on the third Monday in February and the fourth Monday in August next and could
continue in session until the business of the Court has been completed. All outstanding
process would be made to conform to the terms of this Act.

9.

Acts of 1827, Chapter 89, declared that from and after April 1, next, the Circuit Court of
Rutherford County would be held on the first Monday in April and October in each year and
would continue in session for three weeks unless the business of the Court was finished
before that time.

10.

Acts of 1829, Chapter 52, formed a new Eleventh Judicial Circuit composed of the Counties of
Warren, Franklin, Bedford, Rutherford, and Wilson.

11.

Acts of 1835-36, Chapter 5, enacted subsequent to the adoption of the 1835 State
Constitution, fashioned the Circuit Courts of the State into eleven new Judicial Circuits whose
terms of Court in the future would be three each year instead of two. The Fifth Judicial Circuit
contained the Counties of Wilson, Rutherford, Bedford, Coffee, and Franklin. The Circuit Court
in Rutherford County would start its terms on the second Monday of April, next, and afterwards
on the third Monday in February, June, and October.

12.

Acts of 1837-38, Chapter 116, reset the terms of the Circuit courts in the Fifth Judicial Circuit
which listed the counties of Cannon, Wilson, and Rutherford where the Court would start on
the first Monday in March, July, and November.

13.

Acts of 1839-40, Chapter 21, scheduled new terms of the Circuit Courts in the Fifth Judicial
Circuit, which mentioned the Counties of Bedford, Wilson, Cannon, and Rutherford where the
Circuit Court would commence its terms on the second Monday in March, July, and November.

14.

Acts of 1847-48, Chapter 171, established a Criminal Court in the cities of Clarksville,
Murfreesboro, and Lebanon for the Counties of Montgomery, Rutherford, and Wilson, which
courts would be held by the Judge of the Criminal Court for Davidson County. All criminal
causes then pending in the Circuit Courts of these counties would be transferred by the Clerk
of the Criminal Court. Court terms would be fixed by order of the Judge.

15.

Acts of 1857-58, Chapter 98, created sixteen Judicial Circuits in a complete revision of the
lower court system in the State. The counties of Wilson, Cannon, Bedford, and Rutherford
constituted the Seventh Judicial Circuit. Court terms in Rutherford County would begin on the
second Monday in March, July, and November. The Criminal Districts of Davidson, Rutherford,
and Montgomery would hold three terms each year as fixed by the Judge.

16.

Acts of 1870, Chapter 31, divided Tennessee into fifteen Judicial Circuits, enacted after the
1870 Constitution and the 1870 Census. The Counties of Rutherford, Cannon, Wilson, and
Bedford, and the Criminal Court of Wilson County were all assigned to the Seventh Judicial
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Circuit. The Special Criminal Court for Davidson and Rutherford Counties would remain as
established.
17.

Acts of 1870, Chapter 46, scheduled the opening dates for the terms of the Circuit Courts in
every county of the State. Rutherford County would convene its Circuit Court on the third
Monday in March, July, and November. The Criminal Court for Rutherford would be held on
the first Mondays of March, August and November.

18.

Acts of 1870-71, Chapter 22, rescheduled the terms of the Rutherford County Circuit Court to
start on the second Monday in March, July, and November of each year at Murfreesboro. This
Act repealed the conflicting portions of Acts of 1870, Chapter 46.

19.

Acts of 1870-71, Chapter 109, repealed Section 4251 of the Code of Tennessee insofar as
that Section conferred criminal jurisdiction on the Circuit Court of Rutherford County and
authorized the Circuit Court to empanel Grand Juries at its regular terms to find bills of
indictment and presentment and then transfer them to the Criminal Court.

20.

Acts of 1885 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 20, divided the State into fourteen regular, and three
special, Judicial Circuits. The Counties of Wilson, Rutherford, Cannon, Bedford, and Marshall
were designated as the Eighth Judicial Circuit. The Circuit Court would convene in Rutherford
County on the fourth Monday in February, June, and October. A Special Criminal Circuit was
formed to comprise Davidson and Rutherford Counties.

21.

Acts of 1887, Chapter 213, reset the terms of the Circuit Court in Rutherford County to begin
on the Tuesday after the fourth Monday in February, June, and October.

22.

Acts of 1891, Chapter 155, amended that portion of the Acts of 1885 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 20,
referring to the special criminal court circuit for Davidson County and Rutherford County by
removing Rutherford County from the Circuit and returning criminal jurisdiction to the Circuit
Court of Rutherford County.

23.

Acts of 1895, Chapter 108, changed the opening dates for the terms of the Circuit Courts in
Cannon and Rutherford Counties. The terms of the Rutherford County Circuit Court would
begin on the third Monday in February, June, and October.

24.

Acts of 1899, Chapter 427, reorganized the Circuit Courts of the State into fourteen Judicial
Circuits. The 8th Judicial Circuit included the Counties of Wilson, Rutherford, Bedford,
Marshall, Cannon, and Williamson. Circuit Court terms in Rutherford County would commence
on the third Monday in February, June, and October.

25.

Public Acts of 1974, Chapter 718, established the Eighth Judicial District for Rutherford and
Cannon Counties, to be served by one circuit judge and one chancellor until the population of
the district exceeded 100,000, whereupon an additional judge or chancellor would be elected
and for each additional 90,000 population an additional judge or chancellor would be added.
This act was superseded by the general law codified in T.C.A. 16-2-506.

Circuit Court - Clerk
The following acts have no current effect, but once applied to the Rutherford County Circuit Court Clerk.
They were repealed, superseded, or never received local approval. Also referenced below are acts
which repeal prior law without providing new substantive provisions.
1.

Acts of 1903, Chapter 255, was a salary Act, which involved Circuit Court Clerks only, setting
the annual salary of the Clerks in Counties according to the population of the County in which
they served. The Circuit Court Clerk of Rutherford County would have been paid $1,000
annually under the terms of this law. The Clerk was required to file a sworn, itemized
statement with the County Judge, or Chairman, each year showing the amount of fees
collected in the office. If the fees were less than the salary, the County must pay the difference
but the Clerk could retain any excess.

2.

Private Acts of 1919, Chapter 274, permitted females, married or single, over the age of 21
and a resident of the counties appointing them, to serve as a Deputy in the office of the Circuit
Court Clerk with all the rights and obligations as other Deputy Clerks. Acceptance of
employment hereunder would be a waiver of any defense of coverture and work as an
estoppel to deny and legal liability. This Act was repealed by Private Acts of 1979, Chapter
138.

3.

Private Acts of 1933, Chapter 876, established the annual salaries of most of the officials of
Rutherford County, fixing that of the Circuit Court Clerk at $2,000. This salary, however, would
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only be paid when the fees collected in the office reached that amount. All fees over and
above would be paid into the County treasury for which the Circuit Court Clerk was
accountable. The expenses of the office would continue to be cared for as provided under
existing law.
4.

Private Acts of 1943, Chapter 412, was the enabling law which allowed the Quarterly Court of
Rutherford County to appropriate a sum not to exceed $1,200 annually which would be used
as compensation for an assistant, or Deputy, Circuit Court Clerk.

Court Officers
The following list is a description of the original act granting a per diem pay to court officers and the
subsequent amendments to the act.
1.

Acts of 1867-68, Chapter 67, amended Acts of 1866-67, Chapter 3, which set the per diem of
Justices of the Peace attending Quarterly Courts, and of jurors waiting on and serving Courts,
at $2 per day, by making the same terms and conditions applicable to officers serving Courts,
who would be paid a like per diem.

2.

Private Acts of 1925, Chapter 556, amended Acts of 1867-68, Chapter 67, to provide that in
Rutherford County the officers serving the Circuit Court and the Criminal Court would receive
$3 per day as compensation therefor.

3.

Private Acts of 1967-68, Chapter 187, amended Private Acts of 1925, Chapter 556, by fixing
the compensation of the officers serving the Circuit and Criminal Courts to be the same as that
paid to the Foremen of Grand Juries by general law, the amount to come out of the county
treasury.

4.

Private Acts of 1969, Chapter 63, amended Acts of 1867-68, Chapter 67, by adding a
provision for the presiding Judge to appoint Court officers.

5.

Private Acts of 1977, Chapter 76, pertains to officers of the General Sessions, Juvenile, and
Probate Courts. Since the Act amended the Act creating the General Sessions Court of
Rutherford County (Private Acts of 1947, Chapter 389), please see the topic General Sessions
Court for its contents.

6.

Private Acts of 1979, Chapter 137, amended Acts of 1867-68, Chapter 67, by setting the per
diem to be paid Court officers in Rutherford County at $25.

Criminal Court
The following acts once pertained to the Rutherford County Criminal Court, but are no longer current
law.
1.

Acts of 1847-48, Chapter 171, set up and organized a Criminal Court at Clarksville,
Murfreesboro, and Lebanon for the counties of Montgomery, Rutherford, and Wilson, which
Courts would be held by the Criminal Court Judge of Davidson County, under the same rules
and regulations as any other Criminal Court. All criminal cases pending in the Circuit Courts of
these counties must be transferred to the Court established herein. Court terms would be
determined by order of the Court.

2.

Acts of 1853-54, Chapter 52, provided that the Counties of Sumner, Davidson, Rutherford, and
Montgomery would elect a Judge jointly who would hold the Circuit Court of Sumner County
and the Criminal Courts of Davidson, Rutherford, and Montgomery.

3.

Acts of 1857-58, Chapter 98, provided that the Criminal Districts of Davidson, Rutherford, and
Montgomery shall hold three terms of said court, in each year, at Nashville, Clarksville, and
Murfreesboro. The terms to be fixed by standing order of the court.

4.

Acts of 1870, Chapter 31, reorganized the circuit court system in Tennessee but left
unchanged the Special Criminal Court for Davidson and Rutherford Counties.

5.

Acts of 1870, Chapter 46, provided that the Criminal Court for Rutherford County would be
held on the first Mondays of March, August, and November.

6.

Acts of 1870-71, Chapter 55, amended Acts of 1870, Chapter 46, by changing the March term
of Court to April for the Criminal Court of Rutherford County.

7.

Acts of 1870-71, Chapter 109, repealed Section 4251 of the Code of Tennessee insofar as
that Section conferred criminal jurisdiction on the Circuit Court of Rutherford County, but did
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authorize the Circuit Court to empanel Grand Juries at its regular terms of Court to find bills of
indictment and presentment which would be transferred to the Criminal Court for trial.
8.

Acts of 1871, Chapter 26, amended Acts of 1870, Chapter 46, relating to the Criminal Court of
Rutherford County by changing the starting dates for the terms of the Criminal Court to the first
Monday in April, August, and December.

9.

Acts of 1885 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 20, in its complete revision of the lower court system of the
State established the special criminal court Division including the counties of Davidson and
Rutherford. Court terms would commence in Rutherford on the first Monday in April, August,
and December.

10.

Acts of 1891, Chapter 155, amended Acts of 1885 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 20, which established
a special criminal court Division for Davidson and Rutherford Counties by removing Rutherford
County from that special Division and providing that thereafter crimes would be tried in
Rutherford County in the Circuit Court to which all criminal jurisdiction was hereby restored.
This Act was to become effective on June 1, 1891, to which all bonds and process must be
made to conform.

District Attorney General
The following acts once affecting Rutherford County are no longer in effect but are listed here for
historical purposes.
1.

Acts of 1817, Chapter 65, divided Tennessee into ten Solicitorial Districts. The Sixth Solicitorial
District was composed of the counties of Smith, Wilson, and Rutherford. The General
Assembly would appoint an Attorney General for each District.

2.

Acts of 1835-36, Chapter 28, made each Solicitorial District in the State of Tennessee coincide
with each Circuit having criminal jurisdiction. The General Assembly would elect an Attorney
General for each District. In addition to prosecuting or defending on behalf of the State, he
would provide legal opinions to county officers without charge.

3.

Private Acts of 1901, Chapter 319, created the position of District Attorney for Rutherford
County who would be elected by the qualified voters to an eight year term. The salary was set
at $600 per year which would come from the fines and forfeitures in criminal prosecutions. The
District Attorney would also serve as County Attorney for which services the County Court
would provide additional compensation in an amount not less than $100 per year.

4.

Public Acts of 1953, Chapter 19, created the office of Assistant District Attorney General for
the Eighth Judicial Circuit. This Act was superseded by the general law codified at T.C.A.
16-2-506.

5.

Public Acts of 1974, Chapter 552, created the office of Criminal Investigator for the Eighth
Judicial Circuit. This Act was superseded by the general law codified at T.C.A. 16-2-506.

6.

Public Acts of 1976, Chapter 508, created an additional office of Assistant District Attorney
General for the Eighth Judicial Circuit. This Act was superseded by the general law codified at
T.C.A. 16-2-506.

General Sessions Court
The following acts once affected the general sessions court of Rutherford County, but are no longer in
effect and are included herein for reference purposes.
1.

Private Acts of 1947, Chapter 737, amended Private Acts of 1947, Chapter 384, Section 15,
by increasing the amount to be paid to the Clerk of the General Sessions Court from $1,000 to
$1,300 per annum. This entire Section was later ruled unconstitutional in O'Brien v. Rutherford
County, 199 Tenn. 642, 288 S.W.2d 708 (1956).

2.

Private Acts of 1957, Chapter 217, amended Section 11, Private Acts of 1947, Chapter 384,
by increasing the annual salary of the Judge of the court from $3,600 to $6,500, and by adding
a new paragraph at the end which stated that this increased amount would be and include the
entire compensation to be paid to the Judge for all of his services. This Act was rejected by
the Rutherford County Quarterly Court and consequently did not become an effective law.

3.

Private Acts of 1963, Chapter 114, amended Section 2, Private Acts of 1947, Chapter 384, by
adding a sentence to give concurrent jurisdiction to the General Sessions Court with the
Circuit Court in divorces, habeas corpus proceedings, and workmen's compensation cases.
Section 12 was amended with an added provision that the present Judge is the presiding

2021-05-16

Page 65 of 110

CTAS Private Acts - Rutherford

Court System - Historical Notes

Judge, and the Judge of Part I of the Court, who would assign cases, etc. The Act created a
Part II of the General Sessions Court which would have a judge of equal jurisdiction and
power, to be appointed by the Governor to serve until September 1, 1964. This Act was
rejected by the Quarterly Court thus failing to become operative.
4.

Private Acts of 1973, Chapter 1, would have created a Court of General Sessions, Juvenile
Court and Probate Court of Rutherford County. Division I of three divisions would constitute
the Court of General Sessions. This Act failed to receive local approval and never became
effective.

5.

Private Acts of 1973, Chapter 2, was in many respects identical to Private Acts of 1973,
Chapter 1. This Act failed to receive local approval and consequently never became effective.

Juvenile Court
The following act once affecting juvenile courts in Rutherford County is included herein for reference
purposes. Also referenced below is an act which repeals prior law without providing new substantive
provisions.
1.
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Private Acts of 1925, Chapter 591, amended Public Acts of 1911, Chapter 58, Section 18, by
designating the City Recorder of the County Seat in Rutherford County, or the Judges of the
Municipal Court of that City as the Judge of the Juvenile Court also. This Act was repealed by
Private Acts of 1929, Chapter 102.

Page 66 of 110

CTAS Private Acts - Rutherford

Chapter VI - Education/Schools

Chapter VI - Education/Schools
Board of Education
Private Acts of 1967-68 Chapter 454
SECTION 1. That the government, supervision, and control of public schools of Rutherford County shall
be vested in the seven-member Board of Education created by Chapter No. 252, Public Acts of 1967, to
be elected by the qualified voters of Rutherford County as hereinafter provided.
SECTION 2.
(1) School District I shall be composed of county commission districts 5, 11, and 12. (2) School
District II shall be composed of county commission districts 1, 2, and 3. (3) School District Ill
shall be composed of county commission districts 4, 6, and 7. (4) School District IV shall be
composed of county commission districts 8, 9, and 10. (5) School District V shall be composed
of county commission districts 17, 18, and 21. (6) School District VI shall be composed of county
commission districts 13, 15, and 16. (7) School District VII shall be composed of county
commission districts 14, 19, and 20.
The redistricting set forth herein shall in no way abridge the terms of office of existing school board
members with election for school board members to continue in the staggered terms as presently
provided.
As amended by: Private Acts of 1972, Chapter 371
As amended by: Private Acts of 2010, Chapter 49
SECTION 3. That School Board members shall be citizens of recognized integrity, intelligence, and
ability to administer the duties of the office. Each such member shall have resided not less than one (1)
year next preceding his election in one or another of the civil districts comprising the School Board
District from which he is elected and shall be a registered voter in such district. No member of the
Quarterly County Court nor any other county official, elected or appointed, shall be eligible for election
or appointment as School Board member. No School Board member shall serve as a teacher or in any
other position under the Board carrying with it any salary or compensation. Should a Board member
move his place of residence outside the district which he represents, the office of such board member
shall become vacant.
SECTION 4. That at the August 1972 General Election for county officers, one School Board Member
shall be elected by the qualified voters of School District 2 and one by the qualified voters of School
District 6.
At the August 1974 General Election, one member shall be elected by the qualified voters of School
District 3 and one member by the qualified voters of School District 5.
At the August 1976 General Election, one member shall be elected by the qualified voters of School
District 1, one member by the qualified voters of School District 4, and one member by the qualified
voters of School District 7.
Members so elected shall serve for terms of six (6) years and until their successors are elected and
qualified.
The term of a duly elected and certified School Board member shall begin when he takes the oath of
office. The oath of office may be administered to the Board member at any time after the midnight of
August 31, following his election.
As amended by: Private Acts of 1972, Chapter 371
SECTION 5. That, before entering upon the duties of the office, every member of the County Board of
Education shall qualify as such member by taking and subscribing and filing with the County Court
Clerk, the following oath:
"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the Constitution of the United States and of the State
of Tennessee, and the laws governing the operation of the Rutherford County School System, and that I
will faithfully, zealously, and impartially discharge the duties of a member of the Rutherford County
School Board without fear or favor, and for the public welfare."
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SECTION 6. That vacancies on the County Board of Education shall be declared by the Board to exist
on account of death, resignation, acceptance of a position in conflict with Board qualifications as set
forth in Section 3 hereof, or removal of residence. All vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired term at
the next regular general election held more than forty (40) days subsequent to the occurrence of said
vacancy, provided, however, that the Quarterly County Court, at its next regular or special meeting after
such vacancy occurs, shall fill the same on an interim basis with the election by majority vote of a
qualified person. Said interim member shall hold office until the vacancy is permanently filled at the next
general election.
SECTION 7. That at the first meeting of the Board of Education in September of each year, the
members of the Board shall elect from among themselves a Chairman and such other officers as they
may deem proper. A regular meeting of the School Board shall be held once each month at a time and
place selected and publicly announced by the Board. The Board shall adopt written rules of procedure
which shall include provisions for the call of special meetings by the Chairman or by a majority of
members of the Board, provisions for due notice of the time, place, and agenda of such regular or
special meetings, and all other procedural rules that the Board may deem necessary and suitable.
SECTION 8. That all meetings of the School Board shall be open to any resident who may desire to
attend, provided that nothing herein contained shall be construed as denying the Board the right to hold
executive sessions, but no official act shall be taken in such executive sessions.
SECTION 9. Members of the Rutherford County Board of Education shall receive as compensation for
one day's attendance at the first meeting in any month the same sum as is received by members of the
County Court for a regular meeting, and shall receive as compensation for each day of attendance at
subsequent meetings in the same month such sum as is received by members of County Court
Committees for committee meetings, plus a travel allowance of five (.05¢) a mile for each mile traveled
in attending meetings of the Board.
As amended by: Private Acts of 1972, Chapter 264
As amended by: Private Acts of 1975, Chapter 72
SECTION 10. That the County School Board shall have the responsibility for the government,
supervision, and control of the public schools of the County, provided, however that no Board member
shall have authority to act independently on any school matter. The Board shall generally exercise all
powers, duties, and privileges as set forth in the public laws of Tennessee relative to County Boards of
Education and specifically discharge those duties enumerated in Section 49-214 and Section 49-215,
Tennessee Code Annotated, which are not in conflict with the provisions of this Act.
It shall be the duty of the County Board of Education to elect, from nominations or recommendations
made by the Superintendent of Schools, but not otherwise, all principals, teachers, and other
employees of the County School System: and to fix the salaries of principals, teachers, and other
employees of the County School System, within the funds available or provided by the Quarterly County
Court.
It shall be the duty of the Board to plan for the extension and development of the County School
System; to determine the need for new buildings; to plan, locate, erect, and furnish the same, after the
Quarterly County Court shall have provided funds for same. The Board shall adopt written policies and
regulations for the proper functioning of the Board and the School System. It shall have drawn up and
made available for general distribution a statement of such policies and regulations.
The Board shall assign to the County Superintendent of Schools such duties as are set forth in Section
49-224, Tennessee Code Annotated, and any other such duties as can reasonable be expected of the
superintendent.
SECTION 11. That the County Board of Education shall direct the superintendent of schools to prepare
a budget showing the proposed expenditures for the schools under its jurisdiction for the ensuing fiscal
year, and after the Board approves of said budget, it shall submit the same to the budget committee of
the Quarterly County Court pursuant to Section 49- 214, Tennessee Code Annotated. At the same time,
the Board shall cause to be prepared and shall submit to the budget committee an estimate of the
amount of funds to be received from the State and Federal governments for school purposes, and of the
amount estimated as required to be raised by taxation in order to meet and pay the estimated
expenditures for the ensuing year. Nothing herein contained, however, may be construed as denying
the Board the right to amend its budget from time to time during the year as changing circumstances
warrant, provided that such amendments do not increase the total amount of projected expenditures
beyond the total amount of anticipated revenues for that year.
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SECTION 12. That all assets of, and all legal debts, contracts, and financial obligations incurred by the
County School Commission established and operating under the provisions of Chapter 426, Private
Acts of Tennessee, 1943, and all subsequent amendments thereto, shall be transferred to and assumed
by the County Board of Education established by Chapter No. 252, Public Acts of 1967, upon the day
that a majority of said Board members are administered their oath of office.
SECTION 13. That should any city or Special School District operating a School System within the
County deem it advisable to place the operation of said System under the general supervision of the
County Board of Education, the consolidation of the two school Systems and proper dispensation of
their assets and liabilities shall be accomplished pursuant to the provisions of Section 49-401 through
49-429, Tennessee Code Annotated.
SECTION 14. That this Act shall have no effect unless approved by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the
Rutherford County Quarterly Court at a regular or special meeting held on or before April 14, 1968. Its
approval of nonapproval shall be proclaimed by the presiding officer of the Rutherford County Quarterly
Court and shall be certified by him to the Secretary of State.
SECTION 15. That this Act shall be effective from and after its passage, the public welfare requiring it,
but the provisions thereof shall not become operative until validated as provided in Section 14 herein.
Passed: April 3, 1968.

School Buildings
Public Acts of 1975 Chapter 224
COMPILER'S NOTE: The following act is a public act of special application and is not codified in
Tennessee Code Annotated.
SECTION 1. Additions to school buildings built before 1955 which embrace grades 1-8 or any
combination of those grades shall be approved by the Commissioner of Education if the plans and
specifications for any such proposed addition meet the minimum standards established by the State
Board of Education for the construction, remodeling or renovation of school buildings, notwithstanding
the fact that regular classrooms in such school buildings built before 1955 do not contain the number of
net square feet prescribed by such minimum standards. The provisions of this Act shall apply only in
those counties having a population of not less than 59,400 nor more than 59,500 and not less than
12,500 nor more than 12,550, according to the 1970 federal census or any subsequent federal census.
SECTION 2. This Act shall take effect on becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it.
Passed: May 12, 1975.

Education/Schools - Historical Notes
Board of Education
The following acts once affected the board of education in Rutherford County but are no longer
operative. Also referenced below are acts which repeal prior law without providing new substantive
provisions.
1.

Acts of 1907, Chapter 236, placed all the schools in the State under the management and
control of a County Board of Education and a District Board of Advisors, abolishing the posts
of District Directors for schools. The County Court was required to divide the County into five
Districts composed of whole civil districts from each of which one member of the Board of
Education would be elected. The duties of the Chairman, selected by his fellow members, the
Secretary, and the Board members were enumerated and specified in the Act. The people of
each District would elect three members of an Advisory Board whose responsibilities were
also listed.

2.

Private Acts of 1909, Chapter 302, amended the general law, Acts of 1873, Chapter 25, so as
to create a County Board of Education in several counties, Rutherford County being one of
them, composed of one member from each Civil District, the County Judge, or Chairman, and
the Superintendent of Schools who would be ex-officio chairman. All members of the Board
would be elected by popular vote beginning in August, 1910, any resident of the Civil District
who had a primary school education would be eligible to serve on the Board. Vacancies were
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to be filled by the County Superintendent. The Act listed the duties of the Chairman, the
Secretary, and the members of the Board. Each member was directed to take a scholastic
census and report it to the Superintendent. This Act was repealed by Private Acts of 1917,
Chapter 360, as to Rutherford County.
3.

Private Acts of 1919, Chapter 733, established a seven member Board of Education in
Rutherford County whose members would be selected by the County Court, who must be
residents of the county for at least one year and have at least a public school education. The
County Court must separate the County into five Districts from each of which one member
would come, and two would represent the County at large. The Board would be compensated
$3 per day for each day served. The School Superintendent would fill the vacancies. The
Board, whose duties were specifically set out, would have supervision over all county schools,
not the city schools, must keep a regular roster of employees and children and must file a
report on the school system which shows its condition and state of finances supported by
ample documentation.

4.

Private Acts of 1937, Chapter 751, authorized the County Board of Education to maintain any
Junior High School established under the general act of the Legislature, known as Junior High
School Type One, Form Two. The Board could reorganize any Junior High School into the
Type One, Form Three School by meeting the conditions mentioned in the law. Proper credit
must be given to those students completing the work in the old type of school upon becoming
enrolled in the new type.

5.

Private Acts of 1943, Chapter 426, placed all facets of the supervision and management of the
entire public school system into a County School Commission to be elected by popular vote.
Eleven school zones were established composed of whole Civil Districts from each of which a
resident of one year or more, would be elected. The current County Board of Education was
continued in office until September 1, 1944, when their successors, elected in the August
election of 1944, would assume office for a term of four years. Vacancies would be filled by the
County Court until the next general election. Members were limited to three consecutive terms
in office. The Commission would meet at the Court House, be sworn, and would meet
regularly on the first Monday in June, September, December, and March and at special
meetings called by the Chairman. Each School Zone Commissioner must file in writing seven
days, or more, before the first Monday in April a list of teachers for the schools in the District at
which time teachers would be appointed. Some regulations on the solicitation of bids and
award of contracts were set up. Prohibitions against personal interest of school commissioners
in the business of the system were ordained for which fines could also be imposed on one
violating the same. Members were to be paid $2.50 a day and the Chairman $3 per day up to
fifteen days a year. The Commission was to be furnished an office in the Court House, or they
could rent one at a rental figure not over $10 per month, which office would also house the
Superintendent and the records of the system. The office of the County Board of Education
was specifically abolished. This Act was repealed by Private Acts of 1967-68, Chapter 224,
and by Chapter 455.

6.

Private Acts of 1949, Chapter 608, amended Private Acts of 1943, Chapter 426, by adding at
the end of Section 9, a provision that no teacher could be dismissed from a two-teacher school
or a three-teacher school without an open hearing before the Commission, and if the teacher
is dismissed, the action must be approved by the State Board of Education. The first
paragraph of Section 14 was rewritten to fix the pay of members of the Commission at $3.50
per day and that of the Chairman at $5 per day up to 15 days per year which attendance must
be certified by the County Superintendent of Public Instruction.

7.

Private Acts of 1949, Chapter 883, amended Private Acts of 1943, Chapter 426, Section 9, by
adding at the end of the Section a proviso that the Section would not apply to dismissals of
teachers for disciplinary causes, but would pertain to dismissals of teachers for failure to meet
the required teacher-pupil ratio.

8.

Private Acts of 1951, Chapter 192, amended Private Acts of 1943, Chapter 426, by rewriting
the first paragraph of Section 14 so as to increase the per diem of the School Commissioners
to $7.50 per day, and of the Chairman to $10 for each day's attendance at meetings up to 15
days per annum, plus a mileage allowance of five cents per mile going and coming from
meetings to home, but his allowance was limited to $30 per year. Travel pay must be
supported by affidavit. All of these payments were to come out of the general funds of the

2021-05-16

Page 70 of 110

CTAS Private Acts - Rutherford

Education/Schools - Historical Notes

County, and the County Superintendent must verify, all expenditure requests before payment.
This Act was repealed by Private Acts of 1967-68, Chapter 224, and Chapter 455.
9.

Private Acts of 1951, Chapter 515, amended Private Acts of 1943, Chapter 426, Section 9, by
adding three new paragraphs to the Section which gave the School Commission authority to
sell and transfer title to any real property held for school purposes when the same was
authorized by the County Court, no matter in whose name the property might be. The second
paragraph divested the title to school properties out of any former Board, or out of any
individual in whom the same might rest and vested the same in the County School
Commission. The third paragraph ratified, confirmed, and validated all prior transfers of real
property regardless of how or in whose name the deeds, or instruments of conveyance might
have been drawn. This Act was repealed by Private Acts of 1967-68, Chapter 224 and
Chapter 455.

10.

Private Acts of 1955, Chapter 124, amended Private Acts of 1943, Chapter 426, Section 6, by
deleting the last two sentences in this Section which stated that no School Zone
Commissioner could succeed himself in office after three terms and that no person would be
eligible for the office of Commissioner who held any other public office, or who served on any
other Commission, or Committee.

11.

Private Acts of 1963, Chapter 121, amended Private Acts of 1943, Chapter 426, Section 11,
by raising the limit on purchases which could be made without bidding from $100 to $500.

12.

Private Acts of 1967-68, Chapter 224, expressly repealed Private Acts of 1943, Chapter 426,
and all the acts amendatory thereof, effective on September 1, 1968. This Act was properly
ratified by the Rutherford County Quarterly Court.

13.

Private Acts of 1967-68, Chapter 250, formed a seven member Board of Education as
required by Public Acts of 1967, Chapter 252, and divided Rutherford County into seven
School Board Districts, describing each District in turn. Some qualifications were set up for the
members of the Board and some procedures promulgated which were enacted for the
operation of the Board, and its supervision of the school system. This Act was rejected by the
Quarterly Court of Rutherford County and never became an effective law.

14.

Private Acts of 1967-68, Chapter 447, which was never acted on by local authorities,
consequently not becoming an effective law, provided for the government, supervision, and
control of the public schools in Rutherford County. This Act continued the eleven member
County School Commission in office until the expiration of their terms and scheduled the
election of their successors over a period of time so as to give them staggered terms of office.
After September 1, 1972, the Rutherford County School Commission would consist of seven
members elected for six year terms without regard to geographical districts. Rules and
regulations were prescribed for the conduct of the Commission and for the operations of the
school system.

15.

Private Acts of 1967-68, Chapter 455, repealed specifically Private Acts of 1943, Chapter 426,
and all its amendments.

School Districts
According to our information there are no active school districts in Rutherford County, the only separate
school system being the Murfreesboro City Schools.
1.

Acts of 1855-56, Chapter 237, created a Common School District in Rutherford and Cannon
Counties comprised of the families enumerated in the Act. The District was entitled to its
prorata share of the common school fund.

2.

Private Acts of 1901, Chapter 296, formed a special independent School District #51 out of the
area detached from the 11th Civil District and made a part of the 12th Civil District in
Rutherford County. District #51 was entitled to receive its pro-rated share of public school
funds and would be controlled and managed by commissioners who lived in the area and were
to be appointed by the County Superintendent of Public Schools to serve until their successors
could be elected by popular vote.

3.

Private Acts of 1905, Chapter 100, created a new School District out of portions of the 15th,
16th, and 22nd Civil Districts which area was described in the Act. The school directors in the
above Civil Districts were directed by the Act to pay over to the special School District created
herein its pro rata share of school funds. The County Superintendent was directed to number
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this new District and to appoint three school directors for it who would continue in office until
their successors were elected by popular vote.
4.

Private Acts of 1905, Chapter 151, fashioned a new independent school district out of portions
of the 17th, 19th, and 22nd Civil Districts of Rutherford County, as described in this Act, and
numbered it School District #53. The District would be entitled to its distributive share of school
funds from all public sources. The Act named J. R. Stroop, C. O. Wright, and G. H. Jones as
the School Commissioners of the new District who would serve until their successors were
elected by popular vote.

5.

Private Acts of 1905, Chapter 180, formed a new School District from parts of the 5th and 15th
Civil District as the same was described in the Act. The special school district, known as
School District No. 54, must be paid its pro rated share of public school funds. The County
Superintendent would name the School Directors who would serve until their successors were
elected at the next general election in August.

6.

Private Acts of 1905, Chapter 277, originated Special School District #29 in Rutherford
County, describing its area by a description of the property, and directing the Superintendent to
appoint three directors of the District to serve until their successors could be elected by
popular vote.

7.

Private Acts of 1905, Chapter 487, established a special School District in the 10th and 12th
Civil Districts of Rutherford County as the same was generally described in the Act. The
Superintendent of Schools would appoint the three directors and the Clerk would take a
scholastic census and advise the Trustee who would pro rate the school funds. All the school
properties located in the district would become a part of it with nothing being changed in that
regard.

8.

Private Acts of 1907, Chapter 43, delineated a new and joint special school district out of
portions of Cannon County and Rutherford County as the same was described therein, to be
known as the Readyville School District. Dr. W. E. Yanree, Bill McBroom, and Josh Burton,
were named as the first Directors of the new School District, all of whom must serve without
compensation. The Clerk of the District was required to furnish the School Superintendent with
the number of students residing in the area, and the Superintendent would pass the
information to the respective Trustees to enable the Trustee to pro rate funds. The school
building being located on the Porterfield and Milton Road, near the New Hope Church. This
Act was repealed by Private Acts of 1915, Chapter 529.

9.

Private Acts of 1907, Chapter 79, formed a special school district out of portions of Cannon
County and Rutherford County to be known as the Porterfield School District, including the
properties of the several families named in the Act. The Act named Dr. J. F. Dismukes, Steve
Jordan, and C. L. Duggin, as the school directors at no compensation. Any person qualified by
or in either county was declared eligible to teach in the District. The District was entitled to its
pro-rata share of the school funds.

10.

Private Acts of 1907, Chapter 139, established a special school district in the 9th Civil District
of Rutherford County embracing the territory described in the Act. L. A. Coleman, W. J. Lewis,
and W. T. Lewis, would serve as directors without pay until their successors could be elected.
The District would be known as Special School District No. 32 and would be entitled to its
pro-rata share of school funds.

11.

Private Acts of 1907, Chapter 495, appeared to be almost identical with Private Acts of 1907,
Chapter 43, which created the Readyville School District except some minor changes were
made in the description of the area involved, and named Dr. W. E. Youree, Bill McBroom, and
Josh Barton, as Directors, obviously correcting the misspelling of Dr. Youree's name in the
earlier Act.

12.

Private Acts of 1911, Chapter 336, created a special school district out of parts of the 23rd
Civil District of Wilson County, and part of the First Civil District of Rutherford County, which
would be called the "Spring Creek School District." The Act contained a general description of
the land area embraced by the District and named B. S. Flowers, M. F. Lannom, and G. B.
Lannom, as the first Directors of the area. The Trustees of the two counties were obligated to
pro rate the school funds with the special district herein established.

Superintendent or Director of Schools
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The acts referenced below once affected the office of superintendent of education in Rutherford County,
but are no longer operative.
1.

Acts of 1895, Chapter 155, applicable to all counties over 30,000 in population, prohibited the
county superintendent of public instruction from teaching in any public school, either as
principal or as an assistant, during their official terms, nor could the superintendent take any
contract to build or repair a public school, nor become the owner of a school warrant other
than for his services as superintendent.

2.

Private Acts of 1917, Chapter 96, provided that county superintendents of public instruction
within a certain population class according to the Federal Census of 1910 were to be elected
by qualified voters for a term of four years.

3.

Private Acts of 1927, Chapter 697, provided that the Supervisors of county elementary schools
would, in addition to all their other duties imposed by general law, perform also the duties of
attendance officer. COMPILER'S NOTE: See T.C.A. 49-6-3006, for the current law on this
subject.

General Reference
The following acts constitute part of the administrative and political heritage of the educational structure
of Rutherford County but are no longer operative since they have either been superseded, repealed, or
failed to receive local approval. Also referenced below are acts which repeal prior law without providing
new substantive provisions.
1.

Acts of 1806, Chapter 8, Page 74, appointed Trustees for all the county academies and
incorporated them as institutions of learning. Joseph Dixon, John R. Bedford, John Thompson,
Sr., William P. Anderson, and Robert Smith were incorporated as the Bradley Academy in
Rutherford County. (See Trustees of Carrick Academy v. Clark, 112 Tenn. 483, 80 SW
65(1904).

2.

Acts of 1807, Chapter 56, appointed additional Trustees for the various county academies
across the State amending Acts of 1806, Chapter 8. Thomas Rucker and Joseph Herndon
were named as additional Trustees for Bradley Academy.

3.

Acts of 1809, Chapter 120, nominated additional Trustees for Bradley Academy in Rutherford
County, naming Charles Cavenaugh, Robert Bedford, Joseph Burris, and Mark Mitchell as
such, who would be subject to the same rules and regulations as the others.

4.

Acts of 1815, Chapter 22, appointed Frederick Barfield, Benjamin McCulloch, William E.
Butler, James Manny, William Lytle, and William Dickinson as Trustees for Bradley Academy in
Rutherford County, granting to them the same power and authority as the original Trustees
possessed.

5.

Acts of 1815, Chapter 196, appropriated the old Court House in Jefferson and the public
square to the use of a seminary for learning. The school, called the Jefferson Seminary, would
have John Coffee, Peter LeGrand, Shelton Crossthwait, George Simpson, and Walter Kibble
as its Trustees, who could exercise the normal powers and authority of similar school
Trustees.

6.

Acts of 1827, Chapter 188, named Robert Jetton, Samuel P. Black, David Wendel, Joseph
Spence, James C. Moore, Silas Locke, Logan Henderson, William Ledbetter, Samuel
Anderson, Russell Dance, Frances D. W. Burton, Samuel H. Laughlin, and Jonathan Curtis, as
Commissioners to lay out a lottery scheme, or more than one, to raise up to $5,000 to erect
buildings or purchase a library and philosophical apparatus for Bradley Academy in Rutherford
County. The Commissioners must make suitable bond and stay within the restrictions narrated
in the Act.

7.

Acts of 1833, Chapter 82, incorporated William Ledbetter, Jonathan Currin, Henry D. Jamison,
Charles Niles, Charles Ready, Varner D. Cowan, and William F. Lytle, as the Trustees of the
Murfreesborough Female Academy conferring upon them all the authority and attributes
incidental to corporate institutions of education. They were permitted to make such regulations
and by-laws as necessary to operate the school in an orderly fashion which did not contravene
the State Constitution.

8.

Acts of 1835-36, Chapter 101, was the Charter of incorporation for James C. Mitchell,
Swepson Sims, Benjamin Johnson, James M. King, Overton W. Crockett, Thompson Jarratt,
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Lewis Garner, William M. Smith, and Granville S. Crockett, to be the Trustees of Midsylvania
Female Academy in Rutherford County.
9.

Acts of 1837-38, Chapter 74, incorporated John S. Ruswurm, James M. King, Elias King,
Benjamin Johnson, Benjamin C. Ransom, John Ransom, and William Ledbetter, as the Salem
Male Academy in Rutherford County conferring upon them the same powers and duties in all
respects as those expressly given to the Trustees of the Harpeth Male Academy in Williamson
County.

10.

Acts of 1839-40, Chapter 122, made it the duty of the Commissioners of the Nashville,
Murfreesboro, and Shelbyville Turnpike Company to pay immediately into the common school
fund of the State all the interest which has accrued from the school fund of the Counties of
Davidson, Rutherford, and Bedford. The Superintendent of Public Instruction had the
responsibility to apportion the money among the above counties over and above the share
given to them under the general law.

11.

Acts of 1839-40, Chapter 143, stated that the County Trustees of the Counties of Davidson,
Rutherford, and Bedford would demand from the Nashville, Murfreesboro, and Shelbyville
Turnpike Company any monies to which these counties might be entitled and then apportion
the same as required by law to the several school districts and fractions, as they exist.

12.

Acts of 1847-48, Chapter 189, appointed the Trustees of Union University as the Trustees of
Bradley Academy in Rutherford County and the Trustees of Union University may use the
academy lot and buildings so long as the University remains located in Murfreesboro.

13.

Acts of 1851-52, Chapter 83, incorporated Legrand H. Carney, Simeon B. Christy, William
Spence, D. D. Wendel, William F. Lytle, Joseph Watkins, B. W. Avent, John Leiper, and
Thomas W. Randle, as the Trustees of Soule Female College in Murfreesboro with an
authorized capital stock of $100,000. Vacancies on the Trustee's Board would be filled by the
remaining Trustees. The Trustees were granted all the power and authority necessary to
operate and manage the school.

14.

Acts of 1866-67, Chapter 74, formed R. W. Faine, R. Carlton, Ivey Burns, C. R. Farris, B. B.
Taylor, William Jordan, and F. Jackson, into a corporation as the Trustees of the Concord Male
and Female High School in Rutherford County. The Trustees were empowered to organize
themselves and make such rules and regulations as might be essential to the ordered
operation of the school.

15.

Private Acts of 1917, Chapter 340, granted the District Directors of the school districts in
Rutherford County the power to establish primary and secondary public schools in the district
in which may be taught the first ten grades of the public school system.

16.

Private Acts of 1920 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 111, gave the authority to the State Board of
Education, the Rutherford County Board of Education, and the City Board of Education for
Murfreesboro to enter into contracts and agreements each with the other for the maintenance
and support of the public schools in Murfreesboro for a period of five years, or longer, if
necessary.

17.

Private Acts of 1935, Chapter 813, divested out of E. F. Lytle and C. B. Bell, or any other
person, all the right, title, and interest to all property heretofore conveyed to them as the
Sinking Fund Commissioners for the City of Murfreesboro, or as the Sinking Fund
Commissioners of Middle Tennessee State Normal School, and vested the same in the City of
Murfreesboro.

18.

Private Acts of 1945, Chapter 270, constituted the legislative authority for the city of
Murfreesboro and Rutherford County to cooperate with each other and to contribute to the
establishment and construction of a high school which the City would locate within the city
limits of Murfreesboro. Specific grants of power were made to both governments which were
calculated to enable them to accomplish their objective.

19.

Private Acts of 1945, Chapter 323, authorized the construction of a high school in
Murfreesboro through the cooperative efforts of the City of Murfreesboro and Rutherford
County. The school would be operated by the County. This Act was repealed by Private Acts
of 1979, Chapter 138.
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Elections - Historical Notes
Districts - Reapportionment
The acts listed below have affected the civil districts in Rutherford County, but are no longer operative
regarding elections.
1.

Acts of 1835-36, Chapter 1, required that the General Assembly of Tennessee appoint by joint
Resolution five suitable Commissioners in each County to lay off their respective counties into
Civil Districts of convenient size having a regard to both geographical size and population.
Each county with 3,000 qualified voters must have 25 Civil Districts, with 2500 to 3000, 20
Civil Districts, 2000-2500 voters, 17 Civil Districts, and so on down to the minimum. In
Rutherford County the Resolution Number III appointed Hugh Robinson, Henry Trott, Senior,
Green B. Lannum, James Read, and Solomon Beesley.

2.

Private Acts of 1967-68, Chapter 113, divided Rutherford County into 21 Civil Districts
according to the "one-man - one-vote" principle of apportionment with a description of each
District. This Act was not accepted by the Quarterly County Court, therefore, it never became
an active law.

3.

Private Acts of 1967-68, Chapter 453, delineated Rutherford County into 21 Civil Districts,
each being described with a detailed description.

Elections
The following is a listing of acts for Rutherford County which affected the elective process, but which
have been superseded or repealed. They are listed here for historical and reference purposes. Also
referenced below are acts which repeal prior law without providing new substantive provisions.
1.

Acts of 1803, Chapter 24, formed five Presidential Electoral Districts in Tennessee. The Fifth
District was made up of the Counties of Davidson, Williamson, Robertson, Montgomery,
Stewart, Rutherford, and Dickson. The election would take place on the first Thursday and
Friday in November, 1804, the votes to be compared at Nashville.

2.

Acts of 1803, Chapter 79, provided for the State to elect three Representatives to the U.S.
Congress, one from the Washington District, one from the Hamilton District, and one from the
Mero District as they were then laid out.

3.

Acts of 1805, Chapter 64, declared that until the next enumeration of the people the General
Assembly of the State of Tennessee would be composed of 13 Senators and 26
Representatives. Williamson County and Rutherford County constituted one Senatorial District
whose votes would be counted at Franklin. Rutherford County would elect one Representative
alone.

4.

Acts of 1807, Chapter 74, directed the Sheriffs of the various counties to hold elections on the
second Thursday and Friday in November, 1808, to elect five Electors for the President and
Vice-President of the United States. The Fifth District included the counties of Davidson,
Robertson, Montgomery, Sumner, Dickson, Williamson, Maury, Rutherford, Bedford, and
Hickman.

5.

Acts of 1807, Chapter 96, stated that the Sheriff, or his Deputy, would hereafter hold an
election at the house of William Kilton, on the days appointed by law to do so, and all persons
living within the bounds of the second battalion of the county militia, and all persons living on
the east side of road leading from Cummings Mill would vote at this new precinct place. The
election there would be conducted under the same rules and regulations as all others.

6.

Acts of 1809, Chapter 1, authorized the election of three Congressmen to represent the State
in Washington, one from each of the Districts of Washington and Hamilton, and one from the
Districts of Winchester, Mero and Robertson.

7.

Acts of 1812, Chapter 5, established 8 Presidential Electoral Districts in Tennessee of which
the 6th District consisted of the Counties of Davidson, Bedford, and Rutherford, which would
elect one Elector, the votes being counted and canvassed at Jefferson in Rutherford County.
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8.

Acts of 1812, Chapter 27, divided Tennessee into six U.S. Congressional Districts each one of
which would elect a Congressman. The Counties of Williamson, Bedford, Lincoln, Davidson,
and Rutherford were assigned to the 5th U.S. Congressional District.

9.

Acts of 1812, Chapter 57, apportioned the State for representation in the General Assembly
into 20 Senatorial Districts and 40 Representative Districts. One Senatorial District comprised
the counties of Bedford and Rutherford whose votes would be counted and compared at
Charles McLeon's house and mill in Rutherford County. The counties of Davidson, Rutherford,
and Bedford would each elect two Representatives.

10.

Acts of 1813, Chapter 69, repealed the legal authority to hold an election at Black Foxes
Camp in Rutherford County and moved that precinct to Murfreesboro. The poll would
afterwards be counted and compared at this precinct. The Sheriff was further directed to hold
elections hereafter at Readyville, and at the house of James Johnson, in Rutherford County,
all to be subject to the regular election laws in force in the State.

11.

Acts of 1819, Chapter 69, in the apportionment of the State for the General Assembly gave
Rutherford County one of the 20 Senatorial Districts alone, and also allowed the County to
elect one of the 40 Representatives.

12.

Acts of 1820, Chapter 127, set up a separate election precinct at the home of Gideon
Thompson in the town of Milton, in Rutherford County, to be used in all the regular elections
hereafter held.

13.

Acts of 1822, Chapter 1, established nine U. S. Congressional Districts in the State of
Tennessee assigning the Counties of Davidson, Williamson, and Rutherford to the 7th U. S.
Congressional District.

14.

Acts of 1823, Chapter 47, created eleven Presidential Electoral Districts in Tennessee. The
Seventh District was made up of the Counties of Davidson, Rutherford, and Williamson.

15.

Acts of 1823, Chapter 127, made it the duty of the Rutherford County Sheriff, or his Deputy, to
hold a separate precinct election at the house of William Todd at all the legally authorized
elections in the future in Rutherford County.

16.

Acts of 1824, Chapter 1, formed eleven Presidential Electoral Districts in Tennessee. The 7th
District, whose votes would be compared at Franklin in Williamson County, was composed of
the Counties of Davidson, Williamson, and Rutherford. Each of the Electors would convene in
Murfreesboro on the first Wednesday in December next to cast their votes for the President
and Vice-President of the United States.

17.

Acts of 1825, Chapter 134, declared it the responsibility of the Sheriff of Rutherford County, or
his Deputy, on those days appointed by law to hold an election, to open and hold one at
Anthony's Mill in Rutherford County under the same laws as the other elections were held.

18.

Acts of 1826, Chapter 3, established the Representation in the State's General Assembly. One
Senatorial District comprised the counties of Rutherford and Williamson, and Rutherford
County was allowed to elect two Representatives at the next election but only one in the
election following.

19.

Acts of 1827, Chapter 17, assigned the Counties of Rutherford, Davidson, and Williamson to
the 7th Presidential Electoral District of the eleven formed in the whole State. The votes of the
7th District were to be compared at the house of Bailey Hardeman in Williamson County.

20.

Acts of 1827, Chapter 197, provided that a separate precinct election be held at the house of
James Askins in Rutherford County under all the regular election laws in effect.

21.

Acts of 1831, Chapter 57, established new election precincts in several counties in Tennessee.
In Rutherford County the new precincts were located at Cave Spring and Middleton.

22.

Acts of 1832, Chapter 4, formed 13 U. S. Congressional Districts in the State of which the 8th
U. S. Congressional District contained the counties of Rutherford and Williamson.

23.

Acts of 1832, Chapter 9, separated the State into 15 Presidential Electoral Districts of which
Rutherford County and Williamson County composed the 9th District.

24.

Acts of 1833, Chapter 71, reapportioned Tennessee into the 20 Senatorial and 40
Representative Districts of the State Legislature. Rutherford County and Williamson County
would elect one Senator jointly counting the votes cast at Hardeman's Cross Roads in
Williamson County. The same counties were placed into a Representative District which would
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elect three Representatives. In the 1835 election, Rutherford would elect two representatives;
in 1837, one; in 1839, two; and in 1841, one.
25.

Acts of 1833, Chapter 76, provided for the call of a convention of 60 members who would be
elected on the first Thursday and Friday in March next and who would meet in Nashville on the
third Monday in May next to revise, amend, alter the present, or form a new Constitution.
Rutherford County would elect two delegates to the convention alone.

26.

Acts of 1835-36, Chapter 39, set up fifteen Presidential Electoral Districts across the State.
Rutherford County and Williamson County constituted the Ninth Electoral District.

27.

Acts of 1842 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 1, reapportioned the representation of the State for the
General Assembly into 25 Senatorial and 50 Representative Districts. Rutherford County and
Williamson County would jointly elect one Senator and Rutherford County would be allowed
two Representatives alone.

28.

Acts of 1842 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 7, formed Eleven U. S. Congressional Districts in
Tennessee placing the counties of Wilson, Rutherford, Cannon, and Williamson in the 7th
Congressional District.

29.

Acts of 1851-52, Chapter 196, reduced the number of U. S. Congressional Districts in
Tennessee to ten. The 5th District contained the counties of Sumner, Wilson, Rutherford,
Cannon, and Williamson.

30.

Acts of 1851-52, Chapter 197, rearranged the representation in the General Assembly of
Tennessee. Rutherford County under the new division would elect one Representative alone
and share another one with Bedford County, counting the polls at Fosterville. Williamson
County joined Rutherford County in making up one Senatorial District, the votes to be
compared at Triune in Williamson County.

31.

Acts of 1865, Chapter 34, divided Tennessee into eight U. S. Congressional Districts in this
post Civil War act. The Fourth Congressional District was composed of the Counties of
Rutherford, Cannon, Coffee, Franklin, Lincoln, Bedford, Marshall, and Giles.

32.

Acts of 1871, Chapter 146, reallocated the representation in the General Assembly of the
State. Rutherford County and Bedford County would jointly elect a State Senator as the 10th
Senatorial District, while Rutherford County would elect one Representative alone plus a
floater with Bedford County.

33.

Acts of 1873, Chapter 27, revised the number of U. S. Congressional District in Tennessee up
to ten, reassigning the counties accordingly. The Fifth Congressional District contained the
counties of Franklin, Lincoln, Marshall, Moore, Bedford, Coffee, and Rutherford.

34.

Acts of 1881 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 5, permanently established the number of Senators in the
General Assembly at 33 and the Representatives at 99.

35.

Acts of 1881 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 6, apportioned the State to conform to the Acts of 1881 (Ex.
Sess.), Chapter 5, and with the 1880 Federal Census. Rutherford County and Coffee County
together constituted the 14th Senatorial District out of the 33, while Rutherford County would
elect two Representatives alone, and share a third with the counties of Bedford and Marshall
as its share of the 99.

36.

Acts of 1882 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 27, established ten U. S. Congressional Districts in
Tennessee. The counties of Cannon, Coffee, Franklin, Lincoln, Moore, Marshall, Bedford, and
Rutherford were designated as the Fifth U. S. Congressional District.

37.

Acts of 1891, Chapter 131, named the counties of Coffee, Lincoln, Moore, Rutherford,
Marshall, Bedford, Cannon, and DeKalb as the 5th U. S. Congressional District of the ten
allotted to the State.

38.

Acts of 1891 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 10, reapportioned the representation in the General
Assembly according to the 1890 Federal Census, Rutherford County would elect one
Representative alone and share another one with Cannon County, as the Tenth District. The
12th State Senatorial District included the counties of Rutherford, Cannon, and DeKalb.

39.

Acts of 1901, Chapter 109, set up ten U. S. Congressional Districts in Tennessee after the
1900 Census. The 5th U. S. Congressional District comprised the counties of DeKalb,
Cannon, Rutherford, Marshall, Bedford, Coffee, Moore, and Lincoln.
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40.

Acts of 1901, Chapter 122, apportioned the State for the General Assembly. The 12th
Senatorial District had in it the Counties of Rutherford, Cannon, and DeKalb. Rutherford
County would elect one Representative alone.

41.

Private Acts of 1923, Chapter 484, provided that Acts of 1859-60, Chapter 75, be amended so
that the polls be opened at 9:00 a.m. and closed at 6:00 p.m. in the cities and towns in the
County of Rutherford instead of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. This Act was repealed by Private Acts
of 1979, Chapter 138.

42.

Private Acts of 1949, Chapter 784, stated that after the effective date of this Act no party
primary elections for county offices would be held in Rutherford County except within the
period between 100 days prior to the date of the general election in which the nominees would
be elected and 60 days prior to that election. The cost of the primary election would be paid by
appropriation of the county court provided that at least 10% of the qualified county voters have
voted in that party's primary.
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Chapter VIII - Health
Currently, there are no Private Acts.

2021-05-16

Page 79 of 110

CTAS Private Acts - Rutherford

Chapter IX - Highways and Roads

Chapter IX - Highways and Roads
Borrow Pits
Private Acts of 1994 Chapter 186
SECTION 1. All borrow pits in Rutherford County may be used for construction purposes as permitted
by law; provided no such material from a permitted borrow pit shall be used directly or indirectly for
supplying material for a rock crushing or processing plant, asphalt producing plant, or ready-mixed
concrete plant. The provisions of this act shall not prohibit the use of a Grisley for sizing solid rock
borrow as defined in the Tennessee Department of Transportation, bureau of highways, Standard
Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction, March, 1981, as amended.
SECTION 2. Any person violating the provisions of this act is subject to a civil penalty not to exceed fifty
dollars ($50.00).
SECTION 3. This act shall have no effect unless it is approved by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the
legislative body of Rutherford County. Its approval or nonapproval shall be proclaimed by the presiding
officer of the legislative body of Rutherford County and certified to the Secretary of State.
SECTION 4. For the purpose of approving or rejecting the provisions of this act, it shall be effective
upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it. For all other purposes, it shall become effective
upon being approved as provided in Section 3.
Passed: April 14, 1994.

Crushed Rock
Private Acts of 1953 Chapter 576
SECTION 1. That each county of this State having a population of not less than 40,600 nor more than
40,700, according to the Federal Census of 1950 or any subsequent Federal Census, is hereby
authorized to negotiate contracts with other counties and with municipalities and with the Federal and
State Governments for the sale of crushed rock.
SECTION 2. That this Act shall take effect from and after its passage, the public welfare requiring it.
Passed: April 2, 1953.

Road Law
Private Acts of 1951 Chapter 55
SECTION 1. That there is hereby created a County Highway Commission for Rutherford County,
Tennessee. Said Commission shall be vested with complete authority over the construction and
maintenance of all county roads, highways and bridges in the County and the expenditure of all highway
funds.
As amended by:

Private Acts of 1985, Chapter 4

SECTION 2. Rutherford County is divided into seven (7) road districts, as follows:
Road Board District I. Road Board District I shall be composed of County Commission districts
5, 11, and 12.
Road Board District II. Road Board District II shall be composed of County Commission districts
1, 2, and 3.
Road Board District Ill. Road Board District Ill shall be composed of County Commission districts
4, 6, and 7.
Road Board District IV. Road Board District IV shall be composed of County Commission
districts 8, 9, and 10.
Road Board District V. Road Board District V shall be composed of County Commission districts
17, 18, and 21.

2021-05-16

Page 80 of 110

CTAS Private Acts - Rutherford

Private Acts of 1951 Chapter 55

Road Board District VI. Road Board District VI shall be composed of County Commission
districts 13, 15, and 16.
Road Board District VII. Road Board District VII shall be composed of County Commission
districts 14, 19, and 20.
The county commission districts referred to in this section shall be those established by the Rutherford
County commission in a redistricting plan adopted by the commission in 2012. The county commission
is authorized to make subsequent redistrictings of the road board districts from time to time as
necessary for the election of road board members from districts that are substantially equal in
population. Such districts shall be so defined that they contain one (1) or more county commission
districts and that their boundaries shall conform to those of county commission districts.
At the August 2012 general election for county officers, one (1) road board member shall be elected by
the qualified voters of Road Board District Ill, one (1) member by the qualified voters of Road Board
District V, one (1) member by the qualified voters of Road Board District VI, and one (1) member by the
qualified voters of Road Board District VII. All members elected in 2012 shall serve for terms of four (4)
years and until their successors are elected and qualified; except that the road board commissioner for
Road Board District VII, shall be elected to a sixyear term in 2012 to be succeeded by four-year terms
thereafter.
At the August 2014 general election for county officers, one (1) road board member shall be elected by
the qualified voters of Road Board District I, one (1) member by the qualified voters of Road Board
District II, and one (1) member by the qualified voters of Road Board
District IV. All members elected in 2014 shall serve for terms of four (4) years and until their successors
are elected and qualified; except that the road board commissioner for Road Board
District II, whose present term expires in 2014, shall be elected to a six-year term in 2014 to be
succeeded by four-year terms thereafter.
The Rutherford County highway commission shall be composed of the road board commissioners
elected as provided above and shall elect a chairperson from among its members. The county mayor
shall attend meetings of the highway commission and take part in its deliberations, but shall not have a
vote.
As amended by:

Private Acts of 1969, Chapter 143
Private Acts of 1972, Chapter 391
Private Acts of 1998, Chapter 155
Private Acts of 2012, Chapter 47
Private Acts of 2012, Chapter 59
Private Acts of 2014, Chapter 47

SECTION 3. That there is hereby created the office of County Highway Superintendent for Rutherford
County, Tennessee. Said County Highway Superintendent shall have direct supervision of the
construction and maintenance of all county roads, highways and bridges in the county under the
authority and direction of the County Highway Commission and shall have direct supervision of the
work, construction and maintenance of all county public drainage easements as designated by the
County Highway Commission and approved by the County Legislative Body. It shall be the duty of the
County Highway Superintendent to perform all duties directed by the county highway commission, to
make such purchases and to employ such personnel as may be necessary to carry out the purposes of
this Act. No purchase made by the highway superintendent under the authority of this Act shall become
effective until approved by the county highway commission, provided that, in cases of emergency, the
Superintendent is authorized to purchase supplies and equipment not exceeding two hundred dollars
($200) without the approval of the county highway commission. The county highway commission may
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provide, for the official use of the Superintendent, an automobile, together with maintenance and
operating expenses, to be paid for out of the highway fund of the county. At the regular August election
for county officers to be held in August, 2000, and every four (4) years thereafter, there shall be elected,
by the qualified voters of the county, a county highway superintendent. No person shall be qualified to
hold the office of County Highway Superintendent unless he or she meets the requirements for the
Chief Administrative Officer of a Highway Department under the County Uniform Highway Law, codified
in Tennessee Code Annotated, Sections 54-7-101 (sic).
As amended by:

Private Acts of 1985, Chapter 4
Private Acts of 1998, Chapter 155
Private Acts of 2002, Chapter 160

SECTION 4. That the County Highway Superintendent shall receive, as his or her compensation, a
salary in accordance with Tennessee Code Annotated, Sections 54-7-106 and 8- 24-102, for the Chief
Administrative Officer over highways, payable in equal monthly installments out of the highway fund of
the county. Each district commissioner shall receive as compensation for one (1) day's attendance at
the first meeting in any month, the same amount as members of the County Legislative Body receive for
a regular meeting, and shall receive as compensation for each day's attendance at subsequent
meetings in the same month, the same amount as County Legislative Body committee members
receive for committee meetings, plus a travel allowance in accordance with the standard travel policy of
the county. No district commissioner shall be reimbursed for his or her traveling expenses until he or
she shall have filed, with the chairman of the highway commission, an affidavit setting forth such
traveling expenses in detail. Per diem compensation and reimbursed traveling expenses shall be paid to
the district commissioners out of the highway fund of the county.
As amended by:

Private Acts of 1957, Chapter 68
Private Acts of 1963, Chapter 115
Private Acts of 1972, Chapter 263
Private Acts of 1975, Chapter 73
Private Acts of 1998, Chapter 155

COMPILER'S NOTE: Private Acts of 1957, Chapter 68, Section 1, originally amended the Private Acts
of 1951, Chapter 55 by changing the salary of the Rutherford County Highway Superintendent from
$3,600.00 to $4,800.00. However, Private Acts of 1963, Chapter 115 deleted and replaced Section 1 of
the 1957 Act without changing any of the language of the 1951 Act. Therefore, the 1957 Act, which at
one time directly amended the 1951 Act, now amends the 1951 Act only indirectly. Private Acts of 1957,
Chapter 68, as amended by Private Acts of 1963, Chapter 115, is reprinted in its entirety immediately
following the present Act.
SECTION 5. That immediately after the passage of this Act the County Highway Commission herein
created shall meet in the office now provided for the County Highway Superintendent in the Courthouse,
and shall meet on the Second Saturday of every month thereafter at some hour and place to be fixed by
the Commission. At its first meeting in each and every calendar year the Commission shall elect one of
its members Vice-Chairman, who shall exercise all the powers and duties of the Chairman in the
absence of the Chairman. The Chairman may call special meetings to be held at any time or place by
giving actual notice to all district commissioners. The concurring vote of three members of the
Commission shall be necessary to authorize the transaction of any business by the Commission.
SECTION 6. That each of the aforesaid District Commissioners shall recommend to the Commission as
a whole the road work to be done in his Road District, and the Commission may order the District
Commissioner and County Highway Superintendent, or any other road official and employees to carry
forward such work in the respective districts. Any failure to do so may be reported to the Chairman by
any District Commissioner and a special meeting of the Commission must be called to act upon the
complaint whenever a District Commissioner shall represent in writing to the Chairman of the Highway
Commission that an emergency requiring action of the full Commission exists in respect to road work
conditions in his District.
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SECTION 7. That the County Highway Commission is clothed hereby with full and complete authority
and power either to buy or requisition (in accordance with provisions of this Act) any and all machinery,
tools, graders, crushers, trucks, vehicles, and other implements, and any and all supplies and materials
necessary to carry out with safety, economy and dispatch, the purpose of this Act; and to do any and all
acts necessary to same. Provided, that no purchase aggregating more than five thousand dollars
($5,000) shall be made or contract thereof entered into until due advertisement of same shall be made
at least one time in some newspaper published in the County, setting forth the amount, quality and
description of such materials, supplies and equipment desired, and the time within which written and
sealed bids for same be received. Said bids shall be opened in the presence of a majority of the
Commission. Such contracts shall in all cases be awarded to the lowest bidder, the quality and
suitability for the purposes being the same, provided the Commission shall have the power to reject any
and all bids, in which event such proposed purchase shall be re-advertised as above provided.
As amended by:

Private Acts of 1961, Chapter 84
Private Acts of 1967-68, Chapter 191
Private Acts of 1998, Chapter 155

SECTION 8. That good and solvent bond shall be executed by the highway superintendent in
accordance with the requirements of Tennessee Code Annotated, Sections 54- 4-103 and 54-7-108.
Members of the county highway commission shall execute bonds, if necessary, in an amount specified
by a resolution of the County Legislative Body. Said bonds shall be executed at the time of taking oath
of office and same, being payable to the State of Tennessee for use and benefit of the county where
said officials service, and said bonds being for the faithful performance of all duties and obligations of
the respective offices, and proper account of and for any and all funds and the expenditure thereof,
which may officially come into their hands, or be expended under their supervision, and for a proper
account of any and all properties, and the care of same, officially committed to their custody, and the
payment of such bonds shall be out of the general fund and copies of same spread upon the minutes of
the County Legislative Body.
As amended by:

Private Acts of 1998, Chapter 155

SECTION 9. [Deleted by Private Acts of 1998, Chapter 155.]
SECTION 10. [Deleted by Private Acts of 1998, Chapter 155.]
SECTION 11. That the expenditure of all money belonging to the general road system of the County
shall be under the direction of the County Highway Commission. The manner of drawing money out of
the County Treasury credited to any road or workhouse accounts shall be on the order of the County
Highway Superintendent directed to the County Judge or Chairman who, if satisfied of the authenticity
of the order, shall issue a warrant thereon directed to the County Trustee, provided that all expenditures
shall have been authorized in accordance with the provisions of this Act.
SECTION 12. That this Commission shall not spend, arrange to spend, or incur indebtedness in excess
of its anticipated revenues, which shall be estimated as far as possible by the revenues of the preceding
year; this provision, however, shall not be understood to prevent the purchase of machinery or
equipment on terms of instalments where absolutely necessary for the proper maintenance of said road
system, the total price of which may be in excess of, or may create a total expenditure in excess of, the
revenues estimated for a period of one year, provided the instalment payments thereon, together with
other expenditures, do not exceed in total the estimated revenues for one year.
SECTION 13. That this Commission be empowered, as far as they may be within the law, to open and
close telephone and telegraph and other right-of-way along the public ways of travel, and to supervise
and order the placement and replacement of telephone and telegraph and other poles, to the end that
same way not obstruct or endanger travel along the public roads and right-of-way.
SECTION 14. In addition to the authority established for highway departments under the County
Uniform Highway Law, Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 54, Chapter 7, Parts 1 and 2, the County
Highway Commission is authorized to exercise supplemental powers as established by this act or any
other act of the General Assembly effective in Rutherford County, whether currently in force or enacted
in the future. The County Highway Commission be further empowered, as far as it may be within the
law, to enter upon, work and maintain public drainage easements acquired by the county to provide for
the water drainage and run-off within said public drainage easements. That in entering upon, working
and maintaining public drainage easements, the County Highway Commission is vested with the power
to condemn under the laws of eminent domain in all lands necessary and in addition to act under the
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powers of eminent domain as set forth in Section 15 of Chapter 55 of the Private Acts of 1951, as
amended. On or before the January 2003, session of the County Legislative Body, the County
Legislative body shall establish an official list of recognized public drainage easements in Rutherford
County after receiving the recommendation of the Planning Department which recommendation shall be
subject to the advice and consent of the County Highway Commission. Thereafter, each January the
County Legislative Body shall update such list, after receiving any recommendations for changes,
amendments, additions or deletions from the Planning Department which changes, amendments,
additions or deletions must have the advice and consent of the County Highway Commission. Such
recommendations shall include a summary of all changes from the public drainage easement listing
submitted the previous year. In exercising authority over the work, construction and maintenance of
public drainage easements, the County Highway Commission shall only perform such work on public
drainage easements which shall have been included on the official list of recognized public drainage
easements as established by the County Legislative Body.
As amended by:

Private Acts of 2002, Chapter 160

SECTION 15. That in laying out new roads, changing the location of old roads, and locating bridges and
culverts, the County Highway Commission is vested with the power to condemn under the laws of
eminent domain all lands necessary; and likewise to acquire rock quarries, chert, dirt or gravel beds,
and other material necessary for building or repairing roads, highways or bridges, in the manner
provided for the taking of private property by public corporation, or in the manner hereinafter set out,
and shall also have the power to condemn private property for roads of ingress and egress to and from
rock crushers, rock quarries, dirt, chert, or gravel beds, road camps, and for temporary roads when
bridges are being erected or repaired or main roads being repaired or when new roads are being
opened or old ones restored; to establish new roads or widen old roads. No project shall be undertaken
that requires the acquisition of rights-of-way by purchase or condemnation without the prior approval of
the Quarterly County Court. In case of agreement as to amount of damages between the owner of
private property sought to be taken and the County Highway Commission, then such agreement to be
reported to the Quarterly County Court and the amount of damages to be paid out of the County Road
Account and shall be paid only after approval by the Quarterly County Court, and in the event no
agreement is reached, the County Highway Commission is authorized and empowered to file
condemnation proceedings in the Circuit Court, and such proceedings in such Court shall be proceeded
with in the manner provided under the general law for taking private property for use of highways. On
filing of such petition by said Commission the property sought to be condemned may be utilized at once
without awaiting the determination of the suit; and all damages shall be charged against the County, to
be paid out of the general county account. The County Highway Commission of Rutherford County shall
be authorized to own and operate a plant or facility for the manufacture or production of hot mix asphalt.
Within the funds available for such purpose, the County Highway Commission shall be authorized to
expand, replace, or alter such plant or facility. It shall be authorized to sell, trade, barter, loan or give
away the product of any such plant or facility to any municipality within the boundaries of Rutherford
County as may be authorized by resolution of the Quarterly County Court. The Highway Commission of
Rutherford County is hereby authorized to own and operate a plant or facility for the manufacture or
production of hot mix asphalt. Such hot mix asphalt shall be used for county purposes only.
As amended by:

Private Acts of 1969, Chapter 143
Private Acts of 1977, Chapter 53
Private Acts of 1981, Chapter 149

SECTION 16. [Deleted by Private Acts of 1998, Chapter 155.] SECTION 17. That the said County
Highway Commission shall have supervision and control of all public roads and special highways in said
county, and shall have control of, and shall expend and allocate all money and funds available for road
purposes realized from road tax levies on property in the said county and all other road funds derived
from any source coming under the exclusive control of the said county; but nothing herein is intended to
deprive the State, or State Highway Department, or Commissioner of Highways and Public Works, from
constructing, maintaining, supervising and controlling State maintained roads in said county and
expending the funds available by law, or hereafter made available by law, for State maintained roads in
said county, but all funds realized from road tax levies shall go into the hands of, and be expended by,
this Commission.
SECTION 18. [Deleted by Private Acts of 1998, Chapter 155.]
SECTION 19. [Deleted by Private Acts of 1998, Chapter 155.]
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SECTION 20. That no relative of any District Commissioner or County Judge or of the Highway
Superintendent shall be employed under the terms of this Act. The word "relative" as used herein shall
mean brothers, sisters, nephews, nieces, uncles and aunts, of either the whole or half blood by
consanguinity and by affinity. SECTION 21. [Deleted by Private Acts of 1998, Chapter 155.]
SECTION 22. [Deleted by Private Acts of 1998, Chapter 155.]
SECTION 23. [Deleted by Private Acts of 1998, Chapter 155.]
SECTION 24. That if for any reason any section of this Act, or part thereof, shall be held
unconstitutional or invalid, such holding shall not affect any other section or part of this Act, each and all
sections hereof having been considered as passed separately, in whole and in part, independent of any
single section or other section thereof.
SECTION 25. That in event the constitutionality or legality of this Act is assailed, the Commission
created by this Act is hereby authoried (sic) and empowered to employ counsel to defend the
constitutionality of this Act, and the fees of such counsel shall be paid out of the General Fund of the
County.
SECTION 26. [Deleted by Private Acts of 1998, Chapter 155.]
SECTION 27. That this Act shall take effect from and after its passage, the public welfare requiring it.
Passed: January 26, 1951.

Amendments to Road Laws
Private Acts of 1955 Chapter 125
SECTION 1. That Chapter 55 of the Private Acts of 1951, the caption of which is quoted in the caption
hereof, be amended in the following particulars:
(A) The County Judge of Rutherford County, Tennessee, shall have no right to vote as a
member of the County Highway Commission under this amendment or the original Act here
amended on any matters coming before said County Highway Commissioners, but shall only
have the right to act and preside as Chairman and perform the other duties authorized by the
original Act.
(B) The County Highway Superintendent shall have the duty, right and power to cast the
deciding vote on all matters coming before the County Highway Commission when such County
Highway Commission is equally divided.
As amended by: Private Acts of 1998, Chapter 155
SECTION 2. That this Act shall have no effect unless the same shall be submitted to the Quarterly
County Court of Rutherford County, Tennessee and approved by a two-thirds vote of said Quarterly
County Court.
SECTION 3. That this Act shall take effect from and after its passage, the public welfare requiring it.
Passed: February 23, 1955.

Highway Superintendent
Private Acts of 1963 Chapter 125
SECTION 1. That the County Highway Superintendent of Rutherford County, in addition to his regular
duties now prescribed by law, is hereby directed and authorized to attend meetings of the Rutherford
County Planning Commission in connection with matters before the Planning Commission relating to
the industrial and residential expansion of said County.
The County Highway Superintendent shall work in conjunction and cooperation with the said County
Planning Commission on all matters pertaining to zoning requirements and regulations, as well as the
opening and laying out of new streets, roads, utilities and subdivisions of real property.
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He shall likewise coordinate the duties and functions of the County Highway Commission as may be
applicable to the Interstate Highway System and program, and including the proposed construction of
the Percy Priest Dam to be located on Stone's River. The Quarterly County Court of Rutherford County
is hereby authorized to fix the amount of compensation of the County Highway Superintendent for the
performance of such additional duties imposed hereunder, and said additional compensation shall be
paid in equal monthly installments out of the general funds of said County.
SECTION 2. That this Act shall have no effect unless the same be approved by a twothirds vote of the
Quarterly County Court of Rutherford County. The presiding officer of such body shall announce the
approval or non-approval and shall certify the same to the Secretary of State at Nashville.
SECTION 3. That this Act take effect from and after its passage, the public welfare requiring it.
Passed: March 8, 1963.

Highways and Roads - Historical Notes
The following is a listing of acts which once had some effect upon the county road system in Rutherford
County, but which are no longer operative. Also referenced below are acts which repeal prior law
without providing new substantive provisions.
1.

Acts of 1821, Chapter 6, required the Courts of Pleas and Quarter Sessions of the various
counties of the State to index and classify the roads in their respective counties. The roads
would be classified according to width and use. The classes ranged from stage roads down to
one wide enough to permit a horse and rider to pass. The Court would assign a sufficient
number of hands to keep the road in repair.

2.

Acts of 1824, Chapter 162, commissioned William W. Searcy, Robert C. Foster, Sr., Alfred
Balch, Andrew Hynes, James McLaughlin, Samuel P. Black, F. N. W. Burton, Moses Ridley,
Benjamin McCulloch, and David Wendel, to open books and subscribe stock up to $75,000 to
build a turnpike road from Murfreesboro in Rutherford County to Nashville in Davidson County
to be incorporated as the Murfreesboro Turnpike Company. The Act also named Alfred Balch,
Samuel Weakley, John Hardin, F. N. W. Burton, Moses Ridley, Logan Henderson, and Nathan
Williams, as Commissioners to mark out the route of the road.

3.

Acts of 1829, Chapter 255, incorporated Charles I. Love, James H. Foster, William H.
McLaughlin, David Wendel, James Morton, Robert Jetton, David W. Dickinson, Zachariah
Posey, William Bowman, George Thompson, John McGregor, Martin Clark, Henry Ridley,
Moses Norvell, George Shall, Robert Weakley, and Beverly Nelson, as the Nashville and
Murfreesboro Turnpike Company which would build a road between the two cities. The
Company was allowed to cut timber, secure rock and gravel along the way and to exercise the
power of eminent domain. The road must be built to meet the specifications in the Act, and,
when completed, could charge the tolls listed therein. Penalties were provided for anyone
passing the tollgates without paying. The Act also established the Hoover's Gap Turnpike
Company naming Christopher Shaw, Jacob Hoover, Joel Smith, Joseph Carney, Moses Hart,
John Hilton, James Arnold, T. L. D. W. Shaw, and William S. Watterson as its incorporators.
The road could run from Murfreesboro, by way of Hoover's Gap, to Thomas Power's in
Bedford County.

4.

Acts of 1829, Chapter 269, stated that whenever any person, firm or corporation, organized to
open a turnpike in the counties of Davidson, Williamson, Rutherford, and Bedford would make
known in writing to the Courts of Pleas and Quarter Sessions of the Counties through which
the road would pass that they would not proceed to open said road or roads agreed in their
Charter, it would be lawful for the Court to grant upon the terms of the original Charter all, or
any part of the said road not completed to any person, or persons, but the section shall not
exceed five miles.

5.

Acts of 1831, Chapter 46, named Robert Weakley, Samuel Seay, and Robert C. Foster, all of
Davidson County, Henry D. Jamison, Samuel Anderson, and Vernon D. Cowens, all of
Rutherford County, and John Sutton, John C. Caldwell, and Samuel Phillips, all of Bedford
County, as a Board of Internal Improvement for the aforesaid Counties. It was their duty to
open under such conditions as may be prescribed, in Nashville, in Murfreesboro, and in
Shelbyville, books for stock subscriptions to the Nashville, Murfreesboro, and Shelbyville
Turnpike Company. As soon as $20,000 in stock had been sold, the State Bank was
authorized to pay them the share of their respective counties in the Internal Improvement Fund
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for Middle Tennessee. Upon other conditions being met, the Company could proceed with the
construction of the turnpike.
6.

Acts of 1832, Chapter 15, made it the duty of the Governor to subscribe to the Nashville,
Murfreesboro, and Shelbyville Turnpike road the whole of the interest due upon the amount of
the Common School fund to which the counties of Davidson and Rutherford were entitled. The
Commissioners of the company must pay at least 6% interest on the money. It was further
made lawful to erect tollgates and collect tolls when all the conditions precedent stipulated in
the Act had been met. This Act amended Acts of 1831, Chapter 46.

7.

Acts of 1832, Chapter 34, incorporated a company to establish a turnpike road from
Murfreesboro to the top of the Stones River ridge in Warren County in the direction of
McMinnville, passing by Danville in Warren County. The company would be known as the
McMinnville Turnpike Company.

8.

Acts of 1835-36, Chapter 19, was the legislative authority for Russell Dance, William
Ledbetter, and Logan Henderson, of Rutherford County, plus others named from Davidson
County, Coffee County, and Franklin County, as Commissioners, to open books and sell up to
$200,000 in stock to build a turnpike road from Murfreesboro to Winchester by way of
Manchester in Coffee County. The stock sale and the construction and operation of the road
would be as specified in this Act.

9.

Acts of 1837-38, Chapter 50, appointed William Bates, William C. Smartt, and Joseph
Spurlock as Commissioners of the Murfreesboro and McMinnville Turnpike Company instead
of William M. Robinson, who has moved, and Leighton Ferrill and James Burkley, who were
deceased. The Act also gave the company the power of eminent domain. This Act amended
Acts of 1832, Chapter 34.

10.

Acts of 1837-38, Chapter 57, authorized William B. Morris, Alfred Nailor, and Joseph Smith, of
Rutherford County, and John Scott, John Norvell, Noble Majors, James L. Armstrong, Robert
Clark, and Burwell Featherston, all of Bedford County, to build a macadamized road from
Fosterville, in Rutherford County, to Davis' Mills in Bedford County. This road would constitute
a lateral branch of the Nashville, Murfreesboro, Shelbyville Turnpike. The company would be
called the Fosterville Turnpike Road Company.

11.

Acts of 1847-48, Chapter 164, incorporated the Franklin College and Stones River Turnpike
Company, naming Dr. J. R. Wilson, E. H. East, Robert Buchanan, James M. Murrell, James
Charlton, James Matlock, John W. Birdwell, Turner Perry, and George W. McQuiddy as
Commissioners to sell the stock, up to an authorized $60,000. The corporation would build
and keep in repair a Nashville and Murfreesboro turnpike at or near the junction of Chicken
Road with the turnpike road about four miles from Nashville, passing Franklin College to
terminate at or near Stones River.

12.

Acts of 1869-70, Chapter 52, named Joseph M. Bennett, Joseph J. Green, W. K. Green, W. M.
Clark, T. G. Shannon, Joseph H. Murray, J. S. Hawlett, George Chrisman, Evans Bennett,
Lemuel Newsom, John F. Neal, Henderson Naron, William Caldwell, E. C. Jobe, G. W.
McLaughlin, Thomas Black, Sr., Benjamin Beatty, Sr., Brown Baring, Alfred Davis, Thomas
Edwards, George W. Smith, W.H. Smith, James E. Manson, Leonard Davis, John Love, and
John Shelton, as Commissioners to sell stock up to an authorized capital of $35,000 to build a
turnpike from Nolensville in Williamson County to Wilkerson's Cross Roads in Rutherford
County. When $5,000 has been subscribed and collected, the stockholders would meet at the
Kedron Church in Rutherford County. The Act included some specific regulations to be
observed. The company would be known as the Nolensville and Wilkerson's Cross Roads
Turnpike Company.

13.

Acts of 1869-70, Chapter 101, appointed as commissioners John Lyttle, W. G. Garrett, J.
Todd, H. C. Bartley, Joseph King, John King, James King, Jr., and Joseph Holloway, to sell
stock to build a turnpike road from Murfreesboro in Rutherford County to Triune in Williamson
County. The corporate life was 99 years, the authorized capital stock set at $100,000, with a
$10,000 minimum subscription to proceed with a meeting. The company would be styled the
"Murfreesboro and Triune Turnpike Company.

14.

Acts of 1901, Chapter 136, was a general road law applicable to every County in the State
under 70,000 in population according to the 1900 Federal Census. The County Court would
pick one Road Commissioner to serve two years from each Road District in the County, the
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Road Districts being co-extensive with the Civil Districts of the County. This Commissioner
must be sworn and bonded and would be in charge of all the roads, bridges, hands, tools, and
materials used in his district. He would be compensated at the rate of $1 per day but for no
more than 10 days each year. The County Court would fix the number of days a road had
must work between five and eight and set the value on a day's labor. The Court could also levy
a special road tax of two cents per $100 property valuation for each day the road hands were
required to work. The Road Commissioners would appoint and supervise road overseers in
their district who would be in immediate charge of a specified section of road, would work the
same number of days as other road hands but would be paid up to $6.00 a year for days
worked extra. All males, outside cities, between the ages of 21 and 45 must work on the
roads, or pay a stipulated commutation fee. The Commissioners must also hear and dispose
of petitions to open, close, or change the roads in their Districts, seeing that all such roads met
the basic specifications mentioned in the Act. This Act was involved in Carroll v. Griffith, 117
Tenn. 500, 97 SW 66(1906).
15.

Acts of 1905, Chapter 478, amended Acts of 1901, Chapter 136, in several minor particulars
but primarily in the methods of exercising the right of eminent domain in the acquisition of
rights of way for roads.

16.

Private Acts of 1909, Chapter 574, amended Acts of 1901, Chapter 136, by making all male
residents of the County between the ages of 18 and 50 subject to compulsory labor on the
roads instead of the former age ranges of 18 and 45 years. This Act was repealed by Private
Acts of 1979, Chapter 138.

17.

Private Acts of 1919, Chapter 698, set up a three member Board of Road Supervisors in
Rutherford County who would be appointed by the Chairman of the County Court for initial
terms of two years and four years, and for four years afterwards. The County Court was
required to appoint at its January, 1920 term, a Road Commissioner from each Civil District
who would serve two years exercising general supervision over the roads in the District and
who would open, close, and change roads in the District as well as work them. The
Commissioners would be paid $2 for each day worked but must make $1,000 bond before
assuming office. The Commissioner would appoint road overseers to be paid $1.50 per day
after working without compensation the required number of days per year, who would be in
immediate charge of the section of road assigned to him. Males between the ages of 18 and
50 were compelled to work between 8 and 12 days, as the Court decided, consisting of ten
hours duration. The owners of teams and wagons must furnish them for the same number of
days to be worked. A road hand could furnish a substitute to work in his place, or pay $1.50 a
day for each day not worked, while owners of wagons and teams were forced to pay $2.50 to
commute. All roads were required to be relocated and regraded within two years to get away
from grades over 10% and from flooding. Road Supervisors were to be paid $3.00 per day to
supervise the whole program, settle disputes, acquire lands for rights of way by eminent
domain when necessary and could employ an engineer. Rights of way could range from 24
feet in width up to 50 feet. This Act was repealed by Private Acts of 1925, Chapter 297, and by
Private Acts of 1933, Chapter 483.

18.

Private Acts of 1921, Chapter 824, classed as turnpike roads all those called pikes in
Rutherford County. The County Court could levy a tax of one to two mills to build and repair
turnpike roads in the County. The County was divided into three turnpike Zones, and the
County Court would appoint a Commissioner from each Zone to serve staggered terms initially
and then three year terms afterwards on the Board of Turnpike Commissioners.
Commissioners would draw compensation of $300 per year which would be their total pay.
The Commissioners would employ a skilled Superintendent of Turnpikes at an annual salary
not to exceed $2,500, who would be charged with keeping all proper records. The Board of
Turnpike Commissioners would control and manage all the turnpike roads being vested with
the power of eminent domain. An engineer could be employed to lay out plans and design
roads. Pikes must meet certain specifications for which they would be inspected. All funds
coming to the county for road purposes would be divided equally among the three Zones.

19.

Private Acts of 1921, Chapter 872, amended Private Acts of 1919, Chapter 698, by reducing
the range of days for compulsory labor from 8 to 12 down to 5 to 8 and leaves the repair of
roads up to the Commissioners as necessary rather than to specify the months for the road
hands to work. A tax was levied on truck owners of $1 per horse-power to be used on roads
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and Section 5 was changed to require the owners of teams and wagons to take them to their
assigned places of work and to call for them at the day's end.
20.

Private Acts of 1923, Chapter 437, amends Private Acts of 1919, Chapter 698, by adding that
any judgment so rendered against the county shall be paid out of county funds. Section 15 of
the Act was repealed in its entirety. This Act was repealed by Private Acts of 1925, Chapter
297.

21.

Private Acts of 1925, Chapter 164, amended Private Acts of 1919, Chapter 698, Section 4, by
raising the minimum age of those subject to road labor from 18 years to 21 years, making the
age range for those road hands go from 21 through 50.

22.

Private Acts of 1925, Chapter 297, enacted a new road law for Rutherford County. A five
member County Board of Road Commissioners to which the Act named J.D. Carter, J. L.
Barker, J. O. Phillips, J. H. Dyer, and R. L. Smith, as the first Board who were charged to lay
off and classify a system of roads in Rutherford County. Terms on the Board were staggered
initially and vacancies were to be filled by the Circuit Court Judge. The Commissioners would
be paid $5 a day for time actually spent on their assignments. Each Road District, coextensive
with the Civil Districts, would have a Road Supervisor, appointed by the Superintendent of
Roads, who would be paid from $2 to $3 a day, whose responsibilities included making a list of
all road hands in his District. A road section from two to five miles long would be supervised by
an Overseer, named by the District Road Supervisor, who would get $2 per day for his efforts.
The overseer must report on the road hands working and the tools and materials used on his
section of road. The Commissioners must elect a Chairman and could employ a Road
Superintendent, skilled in the art of road work at a salary from $3,000 to $5,000 per year, who
would be furnished an office in the Court House, would render monthly reports of the
conditions and finances of the road department to the County Court. The Road Superintendent
would be in full charge of the work-house and prisoners. Applications for new bridges must be
submitted to the Road Superintendent for investigation, and he would report his findings to the
County Board of Road Commissioners for a decision. The Road Superintendent would
conduct hearings on petitions to open, close, or change roads. The budget for road changes
must be established at the January meeting of the Court. The Court could levy a road tax of
ten cents, or more, up to 25 cents, per $100 property valuation and from $5 to $25 on every
male, all of which would go into the general road fund. All males between 18 and 50 and
owners of wagons and teams must meet requirements of the Act by working the number of
days established or paying a commutation fee. This Act was repealed by Private Acts of 1927,
Chapter 313, and by Private Acts of 1933, Chapter 483.

23.

Private Acts of 1927, Chapter 313, set up a five member County Board of Road
Commissioners to be elected by the Quarterly Court at its next July meeting to fill terms which
were initially staggered to have one term ending each year. Vacancies on the Board were to
be filled at the next meeting of the Quarterly Court occurring afterwards. The Board must
choose a Chairman from their number, and could employ a Superintendent of Roads for two
year periods at a negotiated salary which must fall between $1,800 minimum and $3,500
maximum. The Superintendent would also appoint District Road Supervisors and fix their
compensation between $2 and $3 per day, who would in turn name Overseers for road
sections in the District at $2 per day. The County Board of Road Commissioners would have
general supervision over all the roads and the expenditure of funds from all sources. The
Road Districts were co-extensive with the Civil Districts of the County, and the sections of road
laid off within the district must be between two and five miles in length. Roads must be
classified according to width and indexed. Males between the ages of 21 and 50 were subject
to working from 5 to 10 days on the roads as decided by the County Court, or pay from $5 to
$10 as a commutation fee. Owners of wagons and teams were required to provide them for
road service for the same number of days or pay a fee from $7.50 to $10, as set by the
Quarterly Court. The Superintendent of Roads would appoint the Superintendent of the
Workhouse and arrange for prisoners to work on the roads. The Board could exercise the
power of eminent domain which could be used under the restrictions imposed in the Act, and
could dispose of petitions to open, close, or change roads. Several other duties assigned to
the Road Superintendent were enumerated. The special road tax to be levied could range
from 10 cents to 25 cents per $100 of property valuation. This Act was repealed by Private
Acts of 1931, Chapter 234, and by Private Acts of 1933, Chapter 483.
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24.

Private Acts of 1929, Chapter 483, amended Private Acts of 1927, Chapter 313, by rewriting
Section 10 which related to condemnation procedures, by making it conform to the
requirements of the general law when being exercised by the Board of Road Commissioners.
Section 11 was rearranged to set up new rules for the disposition of petitions to open, close, or
change roads.

25.

Private Acts of 1929, Chapter 767, amended Private Acts of 1927, Chapter 313, Section 9, by
adding a sentence at the close of the first paragraph that the Superintendent of Roads with the
assent of the Board of Road Commissioners would have the power to use prisoners serving
sentences in the County Workhouse and the equipment of the County Highway Department to
aid and assist enterprises coming into the county to get established.

26.

Private Acts of 1931, Chapter 235, established a new nine member County Board of Road
Commissioners, elected by the County Court, one from each Road District into which the
county was divided. The Act named Oscar Phillips, Cloe Bond, Shelton Edwards, T. R.
Whittus, Ramsey Snell, J. D. Carter, Lawrence Barker, R. A. Kelton, and Lee Smith, as the first
Board, to serve until the first Monday in April, 1931. Their successors would be selected on a
staggered term basis and then for three year terms. The remainder of this Act is virtually
identical with the terms of Private Acts of 1927, Chapter 313, except that the general road tax
was set at 25 cents, and some limitations were placed upon the authority to contract the work
out. The Road Commissioners would be paid $2.50 per day for each day spent in the
discharge of their duty. This Act was repealed by Private Acts of 1933, Chapter 524.

27.

Private Acts of 1931, Chapter 531, created a nine member County Board of Road
Commissioners in Rutherford County, one to be selected from each of the Road Districts into
which the county was divided. This Act appointed Oscar Phillips, Cloe Bond, Shelton Edwards,
Cleveland Ralston, Ramsey Snell, Will Fox, Charles Sneed, R. A. Kelton, and T. M. (Bud)
Vaughn, to serve as the first Board until the first Monday in September, 1932, their successors
to serve staggered terms of six year as they were organized in the Act. The Commissioners
must be residents of their Districts and elected by the voters. Vacancies on the Board would
be filled by the remaining members. The remainder of this Act is practically the same as
Private Acts of 1931, Chapter 235. One difference was that the Workhouse would have a
Superintendent appointed by the Superintendent of Roads with the approval of the Board of
Road Commissioners. This Act was repealed by Private Acts of 1933, Chapter 483.

28.

Private Acts of 1933, Chapter 302, amended Private Acts of 1931, Chapter 235, in Section 10,
so as to relieve all persons under 21 and over the age of 50 from being compelled to furnish a
wagon and team for road work, by striking that provisions completely out of the Act.

29.

Private Acts of 1933, Chapter 482, stated that in Rutherford County the Board of Workhouse
Commissioners who would have the supervision and control of roads together with all the
powers necessary and incidental thereto but under such restrictions as might be imposed by
the County Court. The Commissioners must be sworn and bonded and must operate under
general State law except that the compensation of the Commissioners and the Superintendent
of the Workhouse would be paid monthly instead of quarterly and the salary of the Workhouse
Superintendent would be fixed by the Quarterly Court instead of by the Commissioners, and
supplies must be purchased through the purchasing agency of the county. The Quarterly Court
would determine the number of guards to be employed at the Workhouse. The duties of the
Commissioners and the Superintendent of Roads were generally specified, including the
authority to contract and to exercise, under the limitations expressed, the power of eminent
domain. Each Road District would equal the Civil Districts, and have a District Road
Commissioner, appointed by the County Court, to serve for two years. Males between the
ages of 21 and 45, must work from 5 to 10 days as determined by the Court. The Court could
levy a general road tax from five to twenty-five cents per $100 which would be divided among
the road districts, and the Commissioners would be paid $2.50 a meeting until the July
meeting of the Quarterly Court, when their future compensation would be set. See Powers v.
Wiseman, 167 Tenn. 140, 67 S.W.2d 142 (1934).

30.

Private Acts of 1943, Chapter 454, established a County Highway Commission which had
authority and control over all segments of the road system in Rutherford County, over all the
prisoners in the Workhouse, and over all the employees and guards in the Department. The
county was divided into nine Road Zones composed of whole civil districts, one Commissioner
to come from each Road Zone. The present Commission was continued in office until
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September 1, 1944, with the County Judge acting as Chairman. Commissioners would be
elected by the people of the Road Zone for four year terms and any vacancies after
September 1, 1944 would be filled by the Quarterly Court with someone from that Zone.
Regular meetings of the Commission would take place on the first Tuesday in each month.
The Chairman would be paid $3 and the members $2.50 a day but all were limited to $50 each
year. Each Zone Commissioner was in charge of his Zone and would make recommendations
on all matters regarding that Zone. The Commission would employ a County Road
Superintendent at a maximum $1,600 per year, plus a car, who would hire all other
employees. The Commission would also designate someone to work with any State or Federal
Agency in conjunction with the road program. The Commission had the right to purchase
equipment and materials, but all contracts over $250 were required to be subject to the
bidding process. The Commission must maintain an office in the Courthouse in which the
Road Superintendent and all the records would also be kept. A Secretary and bookkeeper
could be hired to assist with the records. Liability could not be incurred beyond the amount of
anticipated revenue nor would nepotism be permitted. The Road Superintendent was the
Superintendent of the Workhouse who could employ an Assistant Superintendent, or a Chief
Guard, at no more than $90 per month. Males between the ages of 21 and 45, must work on
the roads between 5 and 10 days as the County Court directed, or pay $5 to $10 as might be
assessed. The general road tax levy could range between 5 and 25 cents per $100 property
valuation, plus the funds from the State would be expended by the Commissioners. An auditor
at a cost of no more than $250 would be employed to examine all accounts. The County
Judge was made an ex-officio member of the Commission who would be its Chairman but
would have no vote. All powers and duties vested in any Board of Workhouse Commissioners
were transferred to the County Highway Commission and the Board of Workhouse
Commissioners was abolished. This Act was repealed by Private Acts of 1951, Chapter 54.
31.

Private Acts of 1945, Chapter 455, amended Private Acts of 1943, Chapter 454, in the various
sections establishing the compensation of various officials connected with the administration
of the Road Law so as to increase their salaries, and to add a new Section 40(a) which
allowed the Quarterly Court to authorize the County Highway Commission to allocate and
spend from the road funds, and other funds, an amount not to exceed $2,000 to erect suitable
quarters and barracks for the prisoners required to work on the roads. The Quarterly Court
was allowed to add another $3,000 for this purpose. This Act was repealed by Private Acts of
1951, Chapter 54.

32.

Private Acts of 1976, Chapter 231, would have removed the supervision of the county
workhouse from the County Highway Superintendent. This Act was not approved by the
Quarterly County Court and never became effective law.

33.

Private Acts of 1980, Chapter 294, would have transferred the authority and control over the
prisoners in the county workhouse from the County Highway Commission to the Sheriff of
Rutherford County. This Act was not approved by the county legislative body and never
became effective law.

34.

Private Acts of 1981, Chapter 142, would have amended Private Acts of 1955, Chapter 55, an
erroneous reference to the Rutherford County Road Law, by adding a provision authorizing the
operation of a hot mix asphalt plant at the end of Section 15, and by repealing Private Acts of
1977, Chapter 53. This Act was not acted upon by the Rutherford County Legislative Body and
is of no effect.
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Chapter X - Law Enforcement
Offenses
Magazine Sales
Private Acts of 1974 Chapter 190
SECTION 1. That any person engaging in the business of soliciting orders for magazines or making
contracts for the future delivery of magazines conditioned upon payment of a subscription fee therefore
in Rutherford County, Tennessee, such person shall first register their presence with the Sheriff of
Rutherford County before engaging in such business, such person shall give their name, address and
the name of the person, firm or corporation for whom they are soliciting such orders or contracts
including the name and address of their employer. Such persons shall also be required to furnish to the
Sheriff of Rutherford County a full and complete description of any motor vehicle which such person
may use in soliciting the sale of magazines or contracts for the future delivery of magazines. Such
persons shall furnish to the Sheriff the make, model or year, color, and type of motor vehicle, including
the license number of said motor vehicle to be used by him.
SECTION 2. That any person violating the provisions of this act shall be deemed guilty of a
misdemeanor and upon conviction therefor shall be fined not less than ten dollars ($10.00) nor more
than fifty ($50.00) for each offense.
SECTION 3. That this Act shall have no effect unless the same shall have been approved by a
two-thirds vote of the Quarterly County Court of Rutherford County. Its approval or nonapproval shall be
proclaimed by the presiding officer of the Quarterly County Court of Rutherford County and the same
shall be certified by him to the Secretary of State at Nashville.
SECTION 4. That this act take effect from and after its passage, the public welfare requiring it.
Passed: March 19, 1963.

Law Enforcement - Historical Notes
Militia
Those acts once affecting Rutherford County, which related to the militia and to other law enforcement
agencies other than the sheriff, are mentioned below in chronological order.
1.

Acts of 1803, Chapter 1, was a new and detailed militia law for the State which would make
free men and indentured servants between the ages of 18 and 45 eligible for membership.
Rutherford County's until was designated as the 22nd Regiment which would hold its annual
drill and muster at the Court House on the third Thursday of October. The units from Davidson,
Williamson, and Rutherford Counties would make up the Fourth Brigade.

2.

Acts of 1811, Chapter 93, amended the existing militia law of the State in several places. This
act placed the counties of Davidson, Williamson, and Rutherford in the 9th Brigade for which a
Brigadier General would be elected by the brigade officers. A second Regiment was formed in
Rutherford County, called the 45th Regiment, which would hold the required annual muster
and drill on the second Thursday in September.

3.

Acts of 1815, Chapter 119, constituted an entirely new military code for Tennessee. This Act
organized each county unit into Brigades and Divisions. Rutherford County's Regiments would
consist of the 22nd and 45th, of the 9th Brigade, of the Second Division.

4.

Acts of 1819, Chapter 63, rewrote the State Militia Statute. Rutherford County now had the
22nd, the 45th, and the 53rd Regiments. The 22nd Regiment would hold its muster on the
second Thursday in October, the 45th Regiment on the third Thursday in October, and the
53rd Regiment on the fourth Thursday in October. The Davidson County, Williamson County,
and Rutherford County units were still assigned to the Ninth Brigade.

5.

Acts of 1825, Chapter 69, continued the composition of the militia of Rutherford County as the
22nd, 45th and 53rd regiments which formed the Ninth Brigade. The Ninth Brigade was made
a part of the Second Division.

2021-05-16

Page 92 of 110

CTAS Private Acts - Rutherford

Law Enforcement - Historical Notes

6.

Acts of 1826, Chapter 18, set up drills for the 9th Brigade composed of the militia units in the
Counties of Davidson, Williamson, and Rutherford, scheduling the required annual drill and
muster for Rutherford County on the second Thursday and the day following after the first
Monday in September of each year.

7.

Acts of 1826, Chapter 134, stated that the volunteer company of the State Militia known as the
Murfreesboro Sentinels in the 45th Regiment of that County would have all the rights and
privileges of all other personnel in the militia except their members are not required to attend
regimental and battalion musters, or courts martial. Anyone subject to military duty in
Rutherford County could join the Sentinels and, if a certificate of membership is produced the
holder thereof would be exempted from militia duty in the regiment of his place of residence.

8.

Acts of 1827, Chapter 164, made the volunteer company, called the Guards of the 53rd
Regiment in Rutherford County, now commanded by Captain William F. Ready, subject to all
the rules and regulations of the State Militia and military code except that their members would
not be compelled to attend regimental or battalion musters and courts martial. The Company
could have from 40 to 100 privates and anyone in Rutherford County wishing to enlist with
them may do so and thereby be exempt from militia duty with their assigned regiment.

9.

Acts of 1829, Chapter 266, authorized a militia company to be denominated the Rutherford
Patriots, composed of 45 to 100 privates, to be formed in that County which would have and
enjoy all rights and privileges except that their members would not be compelled to perform
duty with any other unit. The officers of the Company would be one Captain, three
Lieutenants, and one Ensign. The company was assigned to the 22nd Regiment.

10.

Acts of 1829, Chapter 296, provided that the volunteer company called the Rutherford
Rangers of the Rutherford County militia would not be compelled to attend regimental and
battalion courts martial and musters. Any person subject to militia duty could join the Company
and not have to attend the musters of the units of their residence so long as they remain
members of the Company.

11.

Acts of 1835-36, Chapter 21, was an entirely new militia law as part of the general
reorganization of the local and State governments after the adoption of the 1835 Constitution.
The militia units would be composed of white males between the ages of 18 and 45.
Rutherford County now had four regiments, the 61st, the 62nd, the 63rd, and the 64th. Annual
drills and musters were scheduled according to Regimental numbers. Rutherford County and
Williamson County made up the 13th Brigade of the Third Division.

12.

Acts of 1837-38, Chapter 157, required that there be a county drill in the month of September
in every unit of every County across the State. For Rutherford County the drills would occur on
the first Friday and Saturday in September of each year. Rutherford County remained in the
13th Brigade with Williamson.

13.

Acts of 1839-40, Chapter 56, was a complete revision of the State military laws. The militia
units would be composed of white males between the ages of 18 and 45. A schedule was
established for the battalion musters. Section 9 designated the County Regiments for each
county, giving Rutherford's regiments the 61st, 62nd, 63rd, and 64th designations. Rutherford
and Williamson Counties constituted the Thirteenth Brigade.

14.

Acts of 1843-44, Chapter 88, required the Brigadier General of the 13th Brigade to assemble
the field officers of the existing regiments in the Brigade in Rutherford County to consider the
propriety of forming an additional regiment for the County. If a new regiment could be formed
without reducing the other regiments in the county, the officers would proceed to lay off the
area for the new Regiment which would best serve the convenience of all concerned. If the
above should occur, the regiments would then be renumbered.

15.

Acts of 1861, Chapter 1, rewrote the State's military laws as the Civil War loomed on the
horizon. Rutherford County retained the four Regiments in the County. An overall tightening up
in every aspect of the military Code was apparent as the State prepared itself to participate in
the war which was imminent. Rutherford and Williamson County units were still the 13th
Brigade of the Third Division.

Sheriff
Those acts once affecting Rutherford County, which related to the militia and to other law enforcement
agencies other than the sheriff, are mentioned below in chronological order.
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1.

Acts of 1803, Chapter 1, was a new and detailed militia law for the State which would make
free men and indentured servants between the ages of 18 and 45 eligible for membership.
Rutherford County's until was designated as the 22nd Regiment which would hold its annual
drill and muster at the Court House on the third Thursday of October. The units from Davidson,
Williamson, and Rutherford Counties would make up the Fourth Brigade.

2.

Acts of 1811, Chapter 93, amended the existing militia law of the State in several places. This
act placed the counties of Davidson, Williamson, and Rutherford in the 9th Brigade for which a
Brigadier General would be elected by the brigade officers. A second Regiment was formed in
Rutherford County, called the 45th Regiment, which would hold the required annual muster
and drill on the second Thursday in September.

3.

Acts of 1815, Chapter 119, constituted an entirely new military code for Tennessee. This Act
organized each county unit into Brigades and Divisions. Rutherford County's Regiments would
consist of the 22nd and 45th, of the 9th Brigade, of the Second Division.

4.

Acts of 1819, Chapter 63, rewrote the State Militia Statute. Rutherford County now had the
22nd, the 45th, and the 53rd Regiments. The 22nd Regiment would hold its muster on the
second Thursday in October, the 45th Regiment on the third Thursday in October, and the
53rd Regiment on the fourth Thursday in October. The Davidson County, Williamson County,
and Rutherford County units were still assigned to the Ninth Brigade.

5.

Acts of 1825, Chapter 69, continued the composition of the militia of Rutherford County as the
22nd, 45th and 53rd regiments which formed the Ninth Brigade. The Ninth Brigade was made
a part of the Second Division.

6.

Acts of 1826, Chapter 18, set up drills for the 9th Brigade composed of the militia units in the
Counties of Davidson, Williamson, and Rutherford, scheduling the required annual drill and
muster for Rutherford County on the second Thursday and the day following after the first
Monday in September of each year.

7.

Acts of 1826, Chapter 134, stated that the volunteer company of the State Militia known as the
Murfreesboro Sentinels in the 45th Regiment of that County would have all the rights and
privileges of all other personnel in the militia except their members are not required to attend
regimental and battalion musters, or courts martial. Anyone subject to military duty in
Rutherford County could join the Sentinels and, if a certificate of membership is produced the
holder thereof would be exempted from militia duty in the regiment of his place of residence.

8.

Acts of 1827, Chapter 164, made the volunteer company, called the Guards of the 53rd
Regiment in Rutherford County, now commanded by Captain William F. Ready, subject to all
the rules and regulations of the State Militia and military code except that their members would
not be compelled to attend regimental or battalion musters and courts martial. The Company
could have from 40 to 100 privates and anyone in Rutherford County wishing to enlist with
them may do so and thereby be exempt from militia duty with their assigned regiment.

9.

Acts of 1829, Chapter 266, authorized a militia company to be denominated the Rutherford
Patriots, composed of 45 to 100 privates, to be formed in that County which would have and
enjoy all rights and privileges except that their members would not be compelled to perform
duty with any other unit. The officers of the Company would be one Captain, three
Lieutenants, and one Ensign. The company was assigned to the 22nd Regiment.

10.

Acts of 1829, Chapter 296, provided that the volunteer company called the Rutherford
Rangers of the Rutherford County militia would not be compelled to attend regimental and
battalion courts martial and musters. Any person subject to militia duty could join the Company
and not have to attend the musters of the units of their residence so long as they remain
members of the Company.

11.

Acts of 1835-36, Chapter 21, was an entirely new militia law as part of the general
reorganization of the local and State governments after the adoption of the 1835 Constitution.
The militia units would be composed of white males between the ages of 18 and 45.
Rutherford County now had four regiments, the 61st, the 62nd, the 63rd, and the 64th. Annual
drills and musters were scheduled according to Regimental numbers. Rutherford County and
Williamson County made up the 13th Brigade of the Third Division.

12.

Acts of 1837-38, Chapter 157, required that there be a county drill in the month of September
in every unit of every County across the State. For Rutherford County the drills would occur on
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the first Friday and Saturday in September of each year. Rutherford County remained in the
13th Brigade with Williamson.
13.

Acts of 1839-40, Chapter 56, was a complete revision of the State military laws. The militia
units would be composed of white males between the ages of 18 and 45. A schedule was
established for the battalion musters. Section 9 designated the County Regiments for each
county, giving Rutherford's regiments the 61st, 62nd, 63rd, and 64th designations. Rutherford
and Williamson Counties constituted the Thirteenth Brigade.

14.

Acts of 1843-44, Chapter 88, required the Brigadier General of the 13th Brigade to assemble
the field officers of the existing regiments in the Brigade in Rutherford County to consider the
propriety of forming an additional regiment for the County. If a new regiment could be formed
without reducing the other regiments in the county, the officers would proceed to lay off the
area for the new Regiment which would best serve the convenience of all concerned. If the
above should occur, the regiments would then be renumbered.

15.

Acts of 1861, Chapter 1, rewrote the State's military laws as the Civil War loomed on the
horizon. Rutherford County retained the four Regiments in the County. An overall tightening up
in every aspect of the military Code was apparent as the State prepared itself to participate in
the war which was imminent. Rutherford and Williamson County units were still the 13th
Brigade of the Third Division.
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Chapter XI - Taxation
Development Tax
Private Acts of 1996 Chapter 215
WHEREAS, Rutherford County, Tennessee, has been one of the fastest growing counties in the State of
Tennessee for the past ten (10) years; and
WHEREAS, growth is expected to continue and accelerate; and
WHEREAS, this growth is anticipated to stimulate commercial, office, industrial and warehouse
development in Rutherford County as well as the cities of Murfreesboro, Smyrna, La Vergne (sic) and
Eagleville, all lying within Rutherford County; and
WHEREAS, the projected non-residential development and the availability of jobs as a result thereof is
anticipated to stimulate a significant demand for new residential dwelling units in Rutherford County;
and
WHEREAS, current projections show:
(1) County population will be 238,000 persons in the year 2010, an increase of more than 100%
from 1990 to 2010; there will be a demand for approximately 34,000 additional residential
dwelling units between 1990 and 2010; and new residential and non-residential development will
consume additional acreage in Rutherford County, creating the need for additional facilities;
(2) Projected growth and land use development will cause a demand for county provided capital
facilities (schools, roads, jails, etc.) In a court well in excess of one hundred ten million dollars
($110 million) over the next four (4) years alone;
(3) The county’s present revenue raising authority is limited and relies heavily on
intergovernmental transfers, which are not subject to county control, and on property taxes,
which impose the costs of new growth on existing residents rather than on new residents and
businesses which create the demand for the additional expenditures; and
WHEREAS, Rutherford County is committed to both present and future county residents to maintaining
a level of public facilities and services commensurate with those presently provided; and
WHEREAS, the county’s present population, employment base, tax base and budget cannot alone
support the additional revenues needed to supply facilities to serve new growth without a substantial
increase in the property tax rate on existing development; and
WHEREAS, the continued growth experienced by Rutherford county represents both an extraordinary
economic opportunity for the State of Tennessee as well as a potential economic burden on existing
residents of Rutherford County; and
WHEREAS, due to these unique circumstances, it is necessary and appropriate that Rutherford County
be given authorization to extend its taxing power to enable the county to impose a fair and reasonable
share of the costs of public facilities necessitated by new development on that development, so as not
to create an unfair and inequitable burden on existing county residents; and
WHEREAS, the most logical, fair and effective mechanism to accomplish the intended result is the
imposition of a new privilege tax on new development in Rutherford County; now, therefore,
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:
SECTION 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the Rutherford County Development Tax Act.
SECTION 2. As used in this act, unless the context clearly requires otherwise:
(1) “Building permit” means a permit for single or multi-family construction issued in Rutherford
County, whether by the county or by any city therein;
(2) “Places of worship” means that portion of a building owned by a religious institution which
has tax-exempt status, which is used for worship services and related functions; provided, that a
place of worship does not include buildings or portions of buildings which are used for purposes
other than for worship and related functions, or which are intended to be leased, rented or used
by persons who do not have tax exempt status;
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(3) “Plat” includes any plat, plan, plot, replot or replat where the same creates additional lots;
(4) “Public building” means a building owned by the State of Tennessee or any agency thereof, a
political subdivision of the State of Tennessee including but not limited to, counties, cities, school
districts and special districts, or the federal government or any agency thereof;
(5) “Residential land development” means the development of any property for a dwelling unit or
units, including, but not limited to, single or multi-family housing; and
(6) “Unit” means a part or portion of any single or multi-family housing with a room or rooms
connected together constituting a separate, independent housekeeping establishment for owner
occupancy, rental or lease on a daily, weekly, monthly or longer basis, physically separated from
any other room(s) or dwelling units which may be in the same structure, and containing
independent cooking and sleeping facilities including, but not limited to, condominiums and
apartments.
SECTION 3. It is the intent and purpose of this act to impose a tax on new residential land development
in Rutherford County, with a portion of the tax being payable prior to the recordation of any plat in the
register of deeds office, and the balance being payable at the time of the issuance of a building permit,
thus ensuring and requiring the persons responsible for new development share in the burdens of
growth by paying their fair share for the costs of new and expanded public facilities made necessary by
such development.
SECTION 4. Engaging in the act of land development for residential purposes within Rutherford County,
except as provided in Section 6, is declared to be a privilege upon which Rutherford County may levy a
tax at the rate set forth in Section 7.
SECTION 5. The governing body of Rutherford County, Tennessee, may, by resolution, adopt
administrative guidelines, procedures, regulations and forms necessary to properly implement,
administer and enforce the provisions of this act.
SECTION 6. This act shall not apply to development of:
(1) Public Buildings;
(2) Places of worship;
(3) Barns or outbuildings used for agricultural purposes only;
(4) Replacement structures for previously existing structures destroyed by fire or other casualty;
(5) A structure owned by a nonprofit corporation which is a qualified 501(c)(3) corporation under
the Internal Revenue Code;
(6) Non-residential development; or
(7) Hotels or motels.
SECTION 7. (a) For the exercise of the privilege described herein, Rutherford County imposes a tax on
each lot of covered single-family development or in the case of multi-family development on each unit
proposed for human habitation, in an amount equal to one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500)
payable as follows:
(1) Seven hundred fifty dollars ($750) per lot or unit prior to the time the final plat of the
development containing said lot or unit is recorded in the register of deeds office; and
(2) Seven hundred fifty dollars ($750) per lot or unit at the time the building permit is
issued and obtained;
(b) In the event a single or multi-family structure is placed upon property and a plat is not
required by applicable provisions of the general law, then in that event, the one thousand five
hundred dollar ($1,500) tax shall be paid, in its entirety, at the time the building permit is issued
and obtained.
As amended by:
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COMPILER’S NOTE: Private Acts of 2000, Chapter 159, amends Private Acts of 2000, Chapter 149, by
adding the following language after the first sentence of Section 2: If this act is approved by a two-thirds
(2/3) vote of the Legislative Body of Rutherford County it shall take effect July 1, 2000, the public
welfare requiring it. Any increase in privilege taxes imposed by Chapter 149 of the Private Acts of 2000
that is collected before July 1, 2000, shall be refunded to the person or entity from whom such increase
in privilege taxes was collected.
SECTION 8. Proceeds from the tax levied herein shall be deposited into the Local Purpose Tax Fund or
such other fund as may be designated by majority of the County Commissioners of Rutherford County,
Tennessee. The proceeds shall be used to fund capital projects or to retire debt related to capital
undertaken by Rutherford County, Tennessee.
As amended by:

Private Acts of 1998, Chapter 114

SECTION 9. If a building permit is issued by a municipality within Rutherford County, the municipality
shall, before the issuance of a building permit, require evidence by a valid certificate executed by the
appropriate officials of Rutherford County, Tennessee, that the full amount of the tax due the county has
been paid. The issuance of a building permit by any municipal official, without the appropriate certificate
from the county indicating the tax has been paid, shall render the city liable to the county for the sum or
sums that would have been collected by the county had the certificate of tax paid been required by the
municipality.
SECTION 10. The authority to impose this privilege tax on new development in Rutherford County is in
addition to all other authority to impose taxes, fees, assessments or other revenue raising or land
development regulatory measures granted either by the private or public acts of the State of Tennessee,
and the imposition of the tax is in addition to any other authorized tax, fee, assessment or charge and
shall not be deemed to constitute double taxation.
SECTION 11. Rutherford County shall not be required to share any revenues generated in accordance
with the provisions of this act with any municipality lying within the county.
SECTION 12. The provisions of this act shall in no manner repeal, modify or interfere with the authority
granted by any other public or private law applicable to Rutherford County. This act shall be deemed to
create an additional method for Rutherford County to impose and collect taxes for the purpose of
providing public facilities.
SECTION 13. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to any person or circumstance is held
invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of the act which can be given
effect without the invalid provision or application, and to that end the provisions of this act are declared
to be severable.
SECTION 14. This act shall have no effect unless it is approved by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the
legislative body of Rutherford County. Its approval or nonapproval shall be proclaimed by the presiding
officer of the county legislative body and certified to the Secretary of State.
SECTION 15. For the purpose of approving or rejecting the provisions of this act, it shall be effective
upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it. For all other purposes, it shall become effective
upon being approved as provided in Section 14.
Passed: April 24, 1996.

Hotel/Motel Tax
Private Acts of 1983 Chapter 104
SECTION 1. As used in the Act, unless the context requires otherwise:
(a) "Person" means any individual, firm, partnership, joint venture, association, social club,
fraternal organization, joint stock company, corporation, estate, trust, business trust, receiver,
trustee, syndicate, governmental unit other than the United States or any of its agencies, or any
other group or combination acting as a unit.
(b) "Hotel" means any structure, or any portion of any structure, which is occupied or intended or
designed for occupancy by transients for dwelling, lodging, or sleeping purposes, and includes
any hotel, inn, tourist court, tourist camp or campground, tourist cabin, motel, or any place in
which rooms, lodgings, or accommodations are furnished to transients for a consideration.
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(c) "Occupancy" means the use or possession or the right to the use or possession of any room,
lodging, or accommodations in a hotel for a period of less than forty-five (45) continuous days.
(d) "Transient" means any person who exercises occupancy or is entitled to occupancy of any
rooms, lodgings, accommodations in a hotel room or campground for a period of less than
forty-five (45) days.
(e) "Consideration" means the consideration charged whether or not received, for the occupancy
in a hotel or campground valued in money whether to be received in money, goods, labor, or
otherwise, including all receipts, cash, credits, property and service of any kind or nature without
any deduction there-from whatsoever. Nothing in this definition shall be construed to imply that
consideration is charged when the space provided to the person is complimentary from the
operator and no consideration is charged or received from any person.
(f) "Operator" means the person operating the hotel whether as owner, lessee, or otherwise. (g)
"Tax collection official" means the county clerk.
As amended by: Private Acts of 1984, Chapter 227
Private Acts of 2006, Chapter 90
SECTION 2. A privilege tax is hereby levied in Rutherford County upon the privilege of occupancy in
any hotel by a transient in an amount not to exceed five percent (5%) of the consideration charged by
the operator. The rate of the tax shall be set by resolution of the county legislative body of Rutherford
County. The tax imposed is a privilege tax upon the transient occupying such room and is to be
collected and distributed as herein provided.
SECTION 3. The tax shall be added by each operator to each invoice prepared by the operator for the
occupancy of his hotel. Such invoice is to be given directly or transmitted to the transient, a copy thereof
filed by month and retained by the operator as provided in Section 7 hereof.
SECTION 4. (a) The tax hereby levied shall be remitted by all operators who lease, rent, or charge for
any rooms or camp ground space to the county clerk not later than the twentieth (20th) day of each
month next following such collection from the transient, except that any operator who collects less than
one hundred dollars ($100.00) per month may report and remit quarterly rather than monthly. Where
applicable, quarterly reports are due on the twentieth (20th) day of April, July, October, and January.
The operator is required to collect the tax from the transient at the time of the presentation of the invoice
for occupancy, whether prior to, during or after occupancy, as may be the custom of the operator. The
obligation to the county entitled to such tax shall be that of the operator.
(b) For the purpose of compensating the operator in accounting for and remitting the tax levied
by this Act, the operator shall be allowed two percent (2%) of the amount of the tax due and
accounted for and remitted to the county clerk in the form of a deduction in submitting his report
and paying the amount due by him, provided, however, that the amount due was not delinquent
at the time of payment.
(c) For the purpose of compensating the county clerk for collecting the tax, the county clerk shall
be allowed five percent (5%) of the amount of tax remitted by hotel, motel, or campground
operators.
As amended by: Private Acts of 1984, Chapter 227
SECTION 5. No operator of a hotel, motel, or campground shall advertise or state in any manner,
whether directly or indirectly, that the tax or any part thereof will be assumed or absorbed by the
operator, or that it will be added to the rent, or that, if added, any part will be refunded.
SECTION 6. Taxes collected by an operator which are not remitted to the county clerk on or before the
due dates are delinquent. An operator shall be liable for interest on such delinquent taxes from the due
date at a rate of twelve percent (12%) per annum, and in addition for a penalty on such taxes of one
percent (1%) for each month or fraction thereof that such taxes are delinquent. Such interest and
penalty shall become a part of the tax herein required to be remitted. Willful refusal of an operator to
collect or remit the tax shall subject the operator to a further penalty of fifty percent (50%) of the amount
due.
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SECTION 7. It is the duty of every operator liable for the collection and payment of any tax imposed by
this Act to keep and preserve for a period of three (3) years all records necessary to determine the
amount of such tax, which records the tax collection official shall have the right to inspect at all
reasonable times.
SECTION 8. In administering and enforcing the provisions of this Act, the tax official shall have as
additional power the powers and duties with respect to collection of taxes provided in Tennessee Code
Annotated, Title 67, or otherwise provided by law.
Upon any claim of illegal assessment and collection, the taxpayer shall have the remedy provided in
Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 67-2313, it being the intent of this Act that the provisions of law
which apply to the recovery of taxes illegally assessed and collected shall apply to the tax collected
under the authority of this Act; provided, the tax collection official shall possess those powers and duties
as provided in Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 67- 2301, with respect to adjustment and settlement
with taxpayers of all the errors of taxes collected by him under the authority of this Act and to direct the
refunding of same. Notice of any tax paid under protest shall be given the tax collection official. Any suit
for recovery shall be brought against such tax collection official.
SECTION 9. The county clerk shall faithfully account for, make proper reports of, and pay over to the
trustee of the county at monthly intervals, all funds paid to and received by such clerk for the privilege
tax.
SECTION 10. The proceeds of the tax imposed by this Act, when collected and paid to the county
trustee, shall become part of the county general fund and shall be subject to appropriation by the county
legislative body for direct promotion of tourism, tourist related activities and other county purposes, and
provided further, that upon resolution of the county legislative body such proceeds may become part of
the debt service fund.
SECTION 11. The privilege tax levied by this Act shall be in addition to all other taxes levied or
authorized to be levied whether in the form of excise, license, or privilege taxes, and shall be in addition
to all other fees and taxes now levied or authorized to be levied.
SECTION 12. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, section or any part of this Act shall be held or
declared to be unconstitutional, it shall not affect the remainder of this Act notwithstanding the part held
to be invalid, if any, and to that end the provisions of this Act are declared severable.
SECTION 13. This Act shall have no effect unless it is approved by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the county
legislative body of Rutherford County. Its approval or nonapproval shall be proclaimed by the presiding
officer of the legislative body and certified by him to the Secretary of State.
SECTION 14. For the purposes of approving this Act as provided in Section 13, it shall take effect on
becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it. For all other purposes, it shall take effect on the first day
of the second month following approval as provided in Section 13.
Passed: April 18, 1983.

Litigation Tax
Private Acts of 1979 Chapter 130
SECTION 1. For the purpose of retiring the 1978-79 bonded indebtedness of the Rutherford County
Judicial Building, there is fixed upon each civil and criminal case filed in any circuit court, criminal court,
chancery court and general sessions court of Rutherford County, a privilege tax of seven dollars and
fifty cents ($7.50). Such tax shall be collectible and payable in a civil suit under the same circumstances
as other state and county taxes are now collected upon litigation, and in a criminal case from the
defendant upon a finding of guilty, except that it shall be paid, secured or worked out in a criminal case.
The funds provided by this tax shall be used only to retire the 1978-79 bonded indebtedness of the
Rutherford County Judicial Building and when such indebtedness is retired, such tax shall terminate.
SECTION 2. This Act shall have no effect unless it is approved by; a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the county
legislative body of Rutherford County. Its approval or nonapproval shall be proclaimed by the presiding
officer of the county legislative body of Rutherford County and certified by him to the Secretary of State.
SECTION 3. For the purpose of approving or rejecting the provisions of this Act, it shall be effective
upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it. For all other purposes, it shall become effective
upon being approved as provided in Section 2.
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Passed: May 7, 1979.

Mineral Severance Tax
Private Acts of 1983 Chapter 111
SECTION 1. A severance tax is hereby levied in Rutherford County on sand, gravel, limestone,
phosphate rock, clay, and all other minerals that are severed from the earth for private commercial
purposes. However, the tax shall not be levied on any mineral taxed under the provisions of Tennessee
Code Annotated, Sections 67-5901 through 67-5905. The measure of the tax shall be set by resolution
of the Rutherford County legislative body and shall not exceed twenty-five cents (25¢) per ton on all
minerals severed from the ground in Rutherford County that are subject to the tax levied by this act. The
owner shall become liable for payment of the severance tax at the time the mineral is severed from the
earth and transported from the mine. The tax is levied upon the severance of the mineral regardless of
the place of processing or sale of the mineral or the fact that delivery may be made outside the county.
The tax shall accrue at the time the sand, gravel, limestone, phosphate rock, clay or other mineral is
severed from the earth and in its natural or unprocessed state and transported from the mine. The tax
levied shall be a lien upon all subject minerals severed in the county and any other property owned by
the miner. Such lien shall be entitled to preference over all judgments, encumbrances or liens
whatsoever created.
SECTION 2. Administration and collection of this tax shall be by the County Clerk of Rutherford County
who shall have the power to promulgate all rules and regulations necessary and reasonable for the
administration of the provisions of this act.
SECTION 3. The tax levied by this act shall be due and payable on the first day of the month
succeeding the month in which the sand, gravel, limestone, phosphate rock, clay, or other mineral
products are severed from the soil. For the purpose of ascertaining the amount of tax payable, it shall
be the duty of all operators in Rutherford County to transmit to the county clerks on or before the
fifteenth (15th) day of the month next succeeding the month in which the tax accrues a return upon
forms provided by him. The return shall show the month or period covered, the total number of tons of
each type of mineral, sand, gravel, limestone, phosphate rock, clay or other mineral product severed
from each production unit operated, owned or controlled by the taxpayer during the period covered, the
amount of the tax and such information as the county clerk may require. The return shall be
accompanied by a remittance covering the amount of tax due as computed by the taxpayer.
SECTION 4. The tax levied by this act shall become delinquent on the sixteenth (16th) day of the month
next succeeding the month in which such tax accrues. When any operator shall fail to make any return
and pay the full amount of the tax levied on or before such date there shall be imposed, in addition to
other penalties provided herein, a specific penalty in the amount of ten percent (10%) of the tax due.
Whenever a penalty is imposed there shall also be added to the amount of tax and penalty due interest
thereon at the rate of twelve percent (12%) per annum from the date due until paid. A further penalty of
fifty percent (50%) of the amount due may be added if the nonpayment of the tax is due to an intent to
evade payment. If the tax is delinquent for a period of sixty (60) days, or if the nonpayment of the tax is
due to an intent to evade payment, the person liable for such payment may be restrained and enjoined
from severing sand, gravel, limestone, phosphate rock, or other mineral products that have been
severed and sold and upon which the tax is due. Restraint proceedings shall be instituted in the name
of the county by the district attorney general for the county at the request of the Rutherford County
Clerk. All such penalties and interest imposed by this act shall be payable to and collectible by the
county clerk in the same manner as if they were a part of the tax imposed and shall be retained by the
county clerk's office to help defray the expenses of administration and collection.
SECTION 5. When any person shall fail to file any form, statement, report or return required to be filed
with the county clerk, after being given written notice of same, the county clerk is authorized to
determine the tax liability of such person from whatever source of information may be available to him.
An assessment made by the county clerk pursuant to this authority shall be binding as if made upon the
sworn statement, report or return of the person liable for the payment of such tax; and any person
against whom such an assessment is lawfully made shall thereafter be estopped to dispute the
accuracy thereof except upon filing a true and accurate return together with such supporting evidence
as the county clerk may require indicating precisely the amount of the alleged inaccuracy.
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SECTION 6. All revenues collected from the severance of sand, gravel, limestone, phosphate rock,
clay, or other mineral products in Rutherford County less an amount of five percent (5%) of the taxes
collected and all of the penalties and interest collected, which shall be used to cover the expenses of
administration and collection and which shall be retained by the office of the county clerk, shall be
remitted monthly to the county trustee of Rutherford County, not later than the tenth (10th) day of the
month following the end of the month. These revenues shall become a part of the general fund of
Rutherford County, or such other funds as may be provided by resolution of the county legislative body
of Rutherford County, and subject to appropriation by the county legislative body.
Any adjustment of taxes, penalties, or interest which is necessary to adjust any error in collection or
disbursement may be made at the subsequent collection or disbursement.
SECTION 7. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to any person or circumstance is held
invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of the act which can be given
effect without the invalid provision or application, and to that end the provisions of this act are declared
to be severable.
SECTION 8. This act shall have no effect unless it is approved by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the county
legislative body of Rutherford County. Its approval or nonapproval shall be proclaimed by the presiding
officer of the Rutherford County Legislative Body and certified by him to the Secretary of State.
SECTION 9. For the purpose of approving or rejecting the provisions of this act, it shall be effective
upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it. For all other purposes, it shall become effective
upon being approved as provided in Section 8.
Passed: April 26, 1983.

Realty Transfer Tax
Private Acts of 1969 Chapter 172
SECTION 1. That there is hereby imposed in and for Rutherford County a special privilege tax upon all
transfers of realty situated in Rutherford County in the amount of 3/10th of 1 percent of the
consideration for said transfer in each and every case other than transfers to secure the payment of a
debt or transfers to confirm a title already in the grantee. The incidence of this tax shall be upon the
grantor only.
SECTION 2. That the tax hereby imposed shall be paid to and collected by the County Court Clerk who
shall monthly remit the proceeds thereof to the County Trustee to become a part of the general school
fund of said County.
SECTION 3. That the County Court Clerk shall certify upon the face of each instrument of conveyance
the payment of said tax and that said instrument shall not be received by the Register of Deeds for
recordation until said certification appears thereon.
SECTION 4. That for making the certification provided for in Section 3 hereof the County Court Clerk
shall be entitled to demand and receive a fee of 75 cents from the grantor, which fee shall become a
part of the fees of his office.
SECTION 5. That this Act shall be effective from and after its passage, the public welfare requiring it;
provided, however, that it shall be of no effect unless and until it is approved by a two-thirds vote of the
Quarterly County Court of Rutherford County. Its approval or nonapproval by said Quarterly County
Court shall be certified immediately to the Secretary of State.
Passed: May 8, 1969.
COMPILER’S NOTE: This act was declared unconstitutional by the chancery court for Rutherford
County, as discussed in Stroop v. Rutherford Co., 567 S.W.2d 753, 755 (Tenn. 1978).
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Wheel Tax
Private Acts of 1970 Chapter 329
SECTION 1. That for the privilege of using the public roads and highways in Rutherford County, there is
levied upon motor driven vehicles and upon the privilege of the operation thereof, except farm tractors,
self-propelled farm machines not usually used for operation upon public highways or roads, antique
automobiles, and except all motor driven vehicles owned by any governmental agency or governmental
instrumentality, a special privilege tax for the benefit of the County, which tax shall be in addition to all
other taxes, and shall be in the amount of Twenty-Five Dollars ($25.00) for each such motor driven
vehicle provided, however, that for the same privilege there is also levied a privilege tax for motorcycles,
motor driven bicycles and scooters which tax shall be Five Dollars ($5.00) for each such vehicle. The
tax applies to and shall be paid on motor driven vehicles owned by a manufacturer or dealer who is
required to purchase a special plate or plates issued to such owner as prescribed in Tennessee Code
Annotated, Section 55-4-204 -- 55-4-206. Provided, however, that each such manufacturer or dealer
shall pay the privilege tax of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for the first such special plate and a tax of
fifteen dollars ($15.00) for each subsequent such plate. Such persons shall not be required to display
an emblem or decal on such vehicles.
This tax applies to, is a levy upon, and shall be paid on each motor driven vehicle, the owner of which
lives within, or usually stays within, or operates such motor driven vehicle on, over or upon the streets,
roads or highways in the county.
It shall be and is hereby declared a violation of this act, as amended, and punishable by civil penalty, in
accordance with general law, for any owner of a vehicle to operate or allow to be operated any motor
driven vehicle over the streets, roads, or highways in the county without the payment of the tax herein
provided having been made as herein required, prior to such operation thereof. Provided further, that
nothing in this Act shall be construed as permitting and authorizing the levy of and the collection of a tax
against non-residents of the County to which this Act applies and to owners of such vehicles using the
streets, roads, and highways of the County, who live or reside without the bounds of the County, but
who do not come within the provisions of this Act, and within a reasonable construction of the provisions
hereof.
Residence in the county shall constitute prima facie evidence of use by such resident of roads and
highways of the county without regard to whether such resident resides within the boundaries of a
municipal corporation within the county. Any person establishing a new residence within the county shall
be allowed thirty (30) days thereafter within which to comply with the provisions of this act.
As amended by:

Private Acts of 1973, Chapter 3
Private Acts of 1980, Chapter 285
Private Acts of 1981, Chapter 147
Private Acts of 2009, Chapter 7

SECTION 2. That the tax herein levied shall be paid to and collected by the County Court Clerk of the
County, who shall collect this tax at the same time he collects the State privilege tax levied upon the
operation of a motor-driven vehicle over the public highways of this State. The Clerk shall not issue to a
resident of the County, a State license for the operation of a motor-driven vehicle taxable hereunder,
unless, at the same time, such owner shall purchase the license or pay the privilege tax levied
hereunder, for the operation of each of his motordriven vehicles under the provisions of this Act.
Payment of the privilege tax imposed hereunder shall be evidenced by a receipt, issued in duplicate by
the Clerk, the original of which shall be kept by the owner of the motor-driven vehicle, and by a decal or
emblem, also issued by the Clerk, which decal or emblem shall be displayed by affixing the same on
and to the lower right-hand side of the windshield of the motor-driven vehicle for which same was
issued.
The design of the decal or emblem shall be determined by the Clerk and the expense incident to the
purchase thereof, as well as the expense of obtaining proper receipts and other records necessary for
the performance of the duties herein and hereby incumbent upon the Clerk shall be paid from the
General Funds of the County.
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The privilege tax or wheel tax herein and hereby levied, when paid together with full, complete, and
explicit performance of and compliance with all provisions of this Act, by the owner, shall entitle the
owner of the motor-driven vehicle for which said tax was paid, and on the windshield of which the decal
or emblem has been affixed as herein provided, to operate this vehicle over the streets, roads, and
highways of the County from April 1st of each year to the next succeeding March 31st. When a
motor-driven vehicle becomes taxable under the terms and provisions of this Act, at a later date than
April 1st, of each year, the same proportionate reduction shall be made as to the cost of the privilege tax
or wheel tax, or the amount to be paid into the hands of the Clerk therefor, as is now made in the
issuance of the privilege tax payable to the State of Tennessee and collected by the Clerk, under the
provisions of the general laws of this State.
For his services in collecting the aforesaid tax, and in issuing the receipt therefor and delivering the
decal or emblem to the owner, he shall be entitled to a fee of two dollars and fifty cents ($2.50), and this
fee shall be paid by and collected from the owner or person purchasing the privilege tax. The Clerk will
faithfully account for, make proper reports of, and pay over to the Trustee of the County at monthly
intervals, all funds paid to and received by him for the aforesaid privilege tax, or wheel tax. It shall be
and is hereby declared a misdemeanor and punishable as such for any person to operate any
motor-driven vehicle, taxable hereunder, over or upon the streets, roads, or highways of the County, or
any municipality thereof, Statemaintained roads excluded, without payment of this privilege tax levied
hereunder and without full and complete compliance with all provisions hereof.
In the event any motor-driven vehicle for which the privilege tax or wheel tax has been paid and the
emblem or decal issued and placed thereon, becomes unusable, or is destroyed or damaged to the
extent that this motor-driven vehicle can no longer be operated as such, and the owner ceased to
operate same on the public streets, roads, or highways of the County, or in the event the owner
transfers the title to the motor-driven vehicle, and completely removes therefrom and destroys the
emblem or decal issued and placed thereon or affixed thereto, and the owner makes proper application
for the issuance of a duplicate decal or emblem to be used by him on the same or on another
motor-driven vehicle for the unexpired term for which the original decal or emblem was issued, and the
Clerk is satisfied that this owner is entitled to the issuance of such a duplicate decal or emblem, and the
owner pays into the hands of the Clerk the sum of 50 cents and a 75 cent Clerk's fee therefor, the Clerk
will then issue to such owner a duplicate receipt, canceling the original receipt delivered to him by the
owner, and will deliver to the owner a duplicate decal or emblem, which shall be affixed to the
windshield of the motor-driven vehicle for which it is issued, as hereinabove provided, and this shall
entitle the owner to drive the vehicle on the streets, roads, and highways of the County until the next
following March 31st. Likewise, in the event a decal or emblem become obliterated, erased, or defaced
or is destroyed under the provisions of this Act, and is therefor illegible and unusable by the owner,
upon proper application made by the owner and filed with the Clerk, showing such circumstances and
facts to be true, then the Clerk, upon receipt from the owner of 50 cents and a 75 cent Clerk's fee, may
issue and deliver to the owner, a duplicate decal or emblem.
As amended by:

Private Acts of 1973, Chapter 3
Private Acts of 1999, Chapter 40

SECTION 3. That the tax herein and hereby imposed, when collected by the Clerk shall be paid into the
hands of the Trustee of the county and shall be deposited by said trustee in the following manner:
A. Two-fifths (2/5) of the twenty-five dollars ($25.00) motor vehicle tax shall be deposited in the
cost debt service account to be used for the purpose of retiring principal and interest on those
high school bonds authorized during calendar year 1970 and upon the repayment of such
school bond issue, such portion of this tax shall be deposited into the county debt service
account for the payment of any county bonds which have been issued or may hereafter be
issued. Provided, however, the provisions of the first sentence of this subsection shall terminate
at the end of the month in which the Budget Director certifies to the County Clerk and the
County Executive that the repayment of the 1970 High School Bond Issue has been fully
funded, at which time the following sentence shall be applicable. Two-fifths (2/5) of the
twentyfive dollars ($25.00) motor vehicle tax collected prior to the end of the month in which the
Budget Director certifies to the County Clerk and the County Executive that the 1970 High
School Bond Issue has been fully funded, shall be deposited to and become general debt
service funds to be utilized to repay any debt service obligation.
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B. One-fifth (1/5) of the twenty-five dollars ($25.00) motor vehicle tax shall be deposited in the
cost debt service account to be used for the purpose of retiring principal and interest on those
bonds authorized in 1975.
C. Two-fifths (2/5) of the twenty-five dollars ($25.00) motor vehicle tax shall be deposited in the
highway department account to be used for the purpose of paving and resurfacing of roads and
construction of bridges.
D. All of the five dollar ($5.00) tax on motorcycles, motor-driven bicycles and scooters shall be
deposited in the cost debt service account to be used for the purpose of retiring principal and
interest on those bonds authorized in 1975. That portion of the motor vehicle tax in the amount
of ten dollars ($10.00) allocated by item A of Section 3 of this Act for the retirement of the 1970
high school bonds issue shall terminate and cease to be effective on June 30, 1982 and the
amount of tax levied by this Act shall be reduced accordingly unless in an election on the
question of whether or not that portion of the motor vehicle tax shall continue to be levied, a
majority of the number of qualified voters of the county voting on the question approve such tax.
The county election commission of Rutherford County shall call an election for Rutherford
County to be held on the same date as the primary election for county offices in May 1982, for
the purpose of approving or rejecting such tax.
The ballots used in the election shall have printed on them the substance of this section and voters shall
vote for or against its approval. The votes cast on the question shall be canvassed and the results
proclaimed by the county election commissioners and certified by them to the Secretary of State as
provided by law in the case of general elections. The qualifications of voters voting on the question shall
be the same as those required for participation in general elections. All laws applicable to general
elections shall apply to the determination of the approval or rejection of this Act. The cost of the election
shall be paid by Rutherford County.
As amended by:

Private Acts of 1980, Chapter 285
Private Acts of 1981, Chapter 154

SECTION 4. That it is the intent of the General Assembly of the State of Tennessee, that this Act be
construed as a measure providing for additional revenue for Rutherford County.
SECTION 5. That any person violating the provisions of this Act, or of any part thereof, shall upon
conviction, be fined no less than Twenty Dollars ($20.00) nor more than Fifty Dollars ($50.00).
SECTION 6. That this Act shall have no effect unless the same shall have been approved by a
two-thirds vote of the magistrates present and constituting a quorum of the Quarterly County Court of
Rutherford County. Its approval or non-approval shall be proclaimed by the presiding officer of the
Quarterly County Court, and the action of the Court shall be certified by him to the Secretary of State.
SECTION 7. That the tax levied under this Chapter shall be collected for the tax year beginning April
1st, 1971, and for every year thereafter. This Act shall take effect from and after its passage, the public
welfare requiring it.
Passed: February 18, 1970.

Taxation - Historical Notes
Assessor of Property
The following acts were superseded, repealed or failed to win local ratification, but they are listed here
as a reference to laws which once affected the Rutherford County Assessor. Also referenced below are
acts which repeal prior law without providing new substantive provisions.
1.

Acts of 1859-60, Chapter 84, directed the Comptroller of the Treasury to issue a warrant to
Joseph R. Thompson, the late tax collector of Rutherford County, in the amount of $52.22
which was the sum twice paid by him into the Treasury, if it appeared on the certificate of the
County Court Clerk that Thompson was improperly charged with this amount.

2.

Private Acts of 1937, Chapter 134, was the authority for the Quarterly Court of Rutherford
County to fix the compensation of the County Tax Assessor at the January, or April, term
before the election of the Assessor and the amount so fixed shall not be changed during the
term. In the absence of other determinations, the salary of the Tax Assessor would be five
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cents for each assessment of privilege taxes made. This Act was repealed by Private Acts of
1979, Chapter 138.
3.

Private Acts of 1937, Chapter 841, amended Private Acts of 1937, Chapter 134, Section 3, to
make the compensation of the Tax Assessor five cents for each privilege assessed against
every person, firm, or corporation. This Act was repealed by Private Acts of 1979, Chapter
138.

4.

Private Acts of 1939, Chapter 494, set the compensation of the Tax Assessor of Rutherford
County at $3,000 per year, payable monthly out of the county treasury on the warrant of the
County Judge, or Chairman. This Act was repealed by Private Acts of 1979, Chapter 138.

5.

Private Acts of 1949, Chapter 615, amended Private Acts of 1939, Chapter 494, so that an
additional $1,800 per year could be paid to the Tax Assessor above the $3,000 specified in
that Act for the Assessor to employ an assistant, which amount would be paid only in odd
years, but in equal monthly payments during those years. This Act was repealed by Private
Acts of 1979, Chapter 138.

6.

Private Acts of 1957, Chapter 69, amended Private Acts of 1949, Chapter 615, by stating that
in addition to the foregoing amount of $3,000 there might be paid to the Tax Assessor of
Rutherford County each year, in the discretion of the Quarterly Court, an amount not to exceed
$1,800 for the purpose of employing one, or more, assistants, or deputies, in the Tax
Assessor's office. The added money was required to be appropriated each year. This Act was
rejected by the Quarterly County Court and never became effective under the conditions of the
Home Rule Amendment to the State Constitution. This Act was repealed by Private Acts of
1979, Chapter 138.

7.

Private Acts of 1957, Chapter 70, fixed the annual salary of the Rutherford County Tax
Assessor at $4,800, payable in equal monthly installments on a warrant of the County Judge
drawn on regular funds. The Tax Assessor may employ an assistant, or assistants, as may be
necessary and the sum of $1,800 a year is hereby fixed as the compensation to be paid the
said assistant. This Act was rejected by the Quarterly Court and never became an effective
law under the Home Rule Provisions of the State Constitution.

8.

Private Acts of 1959, Chapter 43, provided that the compensation of the Tax Assessor would
be fixed by the Quarterly Court and would be paid in equal monthly installments out of the
regular County funds. Section 2 permitted the Tax Assessor to employ an Assistant, or other
clerical help, to be paid such compensation each month as might be determined by the
Quarterly Court. This Act was properly ratified by the Rutherford County Quarterly Court.

Motor Vehicle Tax
The private acts listed below are related to the Rutherford County Motor Vehicle Tax but have no current
effect.
1.

Private Acts of 1969, Chapter 173, levied a motor vehicle privilege tax of $10 for using the
public roads in Rutherford County, excepting farm tractors and self-propelled farm machines
not usually operated on public highways, motorcycles, motor-driven bicycles, and scooters.
Failure to purchase the said license was a misdemeanor for which penalties could be
assessed. The licenses would be sold at the same time the State licenses were on sale. The
County Court Clerk would issue the purchaser a decal who must display it on the vehicle all to
conform to the regulations expressed in the Act. This Act was rejected by the Quarterly Court
and never took effect.

2.

Private Acts of 1975, Chapter 168, amended Private Acts of 1970, Chapter 329, by inserting a
provision fixing the motor vehicle tax at $15 and at $5 for motorcycles, motor-driven bicycles,
and scooters; by providing for a differently designed and colored decal for the latter varieties of
vehicles and requiring the decals to be placed on top of the gas tank, and by regulating the
expenditure of funds generated thereby. This Act was rejected by the Quarterly Court of
Rutherford County and failed to become an effective law.

Trailers
The private act appearing below is no longer operative law.
1.

2021-05-16

Private Acts of 1959, Chapter 102, levied an annual privilege tax of $25 on each trailer being
used or occupied in Rutherford County. Every trailer, as defined by the Act, must be registered
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with the Tax Assessor for which the Assessor could charge $1, before the privilege license
could be obtained. The privilege license would be obtained from the County Trustee. The
decal issued at payment must be prominently displayed on the trailer which must also be open
for inspection during reasonable hours. The certificates were not transferable and the Act
would not apply to those staying ten days, or less, in the county. The County Health
Department was charged with enforcing all health regulations concerning trailers and penalties
were provided for those who violated the terms of this law. This Act was repealed by Private
Acts of 1963, Chapter 195.
Taxation
The following is a listing of acts pertaining to taxation in Rutherford County which are no longer
effective. Also referenced below are acts which repeal prior law without providing new substantive
provisions.
1.

Acts of 1804 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 23, authorized the Court of Rutherford to lay a tax. The tax
could not exceed 12½ cents on each 100 acres of land, 25 cents on each slave between the
ages of twelve and fifty years, 12½ cents on each white poll between the ages of twenty-one
and fifty years, one dollar on each stud horse, and on each town lot not exceeding 25 cents.
The tax would be used to purchase and complete a courthouse, prison and stocks.

2.

Acts of 1817, Chapter 96, was the enabling legislation for the Court of Pleas and Quarter
Session of Rutherford County to levy a tax, not to exceed the amount of the State tax for 1818,
for the next two years, to raise funds to secure a site and to erect thereon a suitable house for
the poor of the County. The Court could appoint three commissioners, if it desired, to secure
the site and supervise the construction of the building. The site area was limited to 100 acres.
After the building was completed the Court could appoint a Superintendent to care for and
manage the facility, or could contract the care and management out to the lowest bidder. The
Court was further allowed to appropriate to this project any other general county funds which
were not otherwise appropriated or encumbered.

3.

Acts of 1822 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 95, permitted the Rutherford County Court of Pleas and
Quarter Sessions, twelve or more of the Justices being present, to levy a tax for the next three
years to raise up to $6,000 at the rate of $2,000 a year, to build a Courthouse for the county in
Murfreesboro. This tax would be levied and collected as any other tax would be. The Act
named David Wendel, John S. Jetton, Samuel P. Black, Benjamin McCulloch, and John
Hoover, as Commissioners to receive the tax money and to supervise the building of the
Courthouse. The Court was also authorized to borrow up to $6,000 for which the Court could
levy a tax to pay the interest on said loan.

4.

Acts of 1833, Chapter 244, made it the duty of the County Court to annually levy a tax
sufficient to pay jurors.

5.

Acts of 1870-71, Chapter 50, permitted the counties and cities of the State to levy and impose
the taxes for county and municipal purposes in the following manner and upon these
conditions (1) that all taxable property be taxed according to its value upon the principles
established for State taxation, and (2) that the credit of no County, or city, could be given, or
loaned, to any person, firm, or corporation unless a majority of the Justices, or councilmen,
first agree, and then upon an election wherein three-fourths of the voters approve the
proposition. Several counties, not including Rutherford County, exempted themselves from the
three-fourths approval requirement for the next ten years, substituting a simple majority
approval in its place.

6.

Private Acts of 1931, Chapter 287, authorized the Quarterly County Court to levy a tax on the
taxable property of the County not exceeding five cents on each one hundred dollars for the
purpose of aiding, maintaining and paying any indebtedness or deficit of County Fairs. This
Act was repealed by Private Acts of 1979, Chapter 138.

7.

Private Acts of 1981, Chapter 155, authorized the Trustee of Rutherford County to commence
proceedings in General Sessions Court to collect delinquent property taxes. This procedure
would be in addition to other procedures established by general law. This Act was not
approved by local authorities and never became operative law.
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Chapter XII - Public Utilities
College Grove Water District
Public Acts of 1965 Chapter 319
COMPILER'S NOTE: The following act is a public act of special application and is not codified in
Tennessee Code Annotated.
SECTION 1. That the College Grove Water Utility District of Williamson County, Tennessee, created the
decree of the County Court of Williamson County, Tennessee, pursuant to the provisions of Sections
6-2601 to 6-2636, inclusive, of Tennessee Code Annotated, is hereby authorized to sell and convey to
The Horton Highway Utility District of Rutherford, Williamson and Marshall Counties, Tennessee,
created by decree of the County Court of Marshall County, Tennessee, pursuant to the provisions of
said Sections 6-2601 to 6-2636, inclusive, all or any portion of its complete waterworks system,
including any related facilities, and to execute and deliver to said The Horton Highway Utility District
such deeds, bills of sale and other documents as shall be considered desirable by the parties; provided,
that prior to or concurrent with such sale, said College Grove Water Utility District shall retire all of its
then outstanding indebtedness.
SECTION 2. That all laws or parts thereof in conflict herewith be to the extent of such conflict hereby
repealed.
SECTION 3. That this Act will take effect from and upon its passage, the public welfare requiring it.
Passed: March 17, 1965.

Utility District Commissioners
Public Acts of 1971 Chapter 426
COMPILER'S NOTE: The following act is a public act of special application and is not codified in
Tennessee Code Annotated.
SECTION 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 6- 2614, in any
utility district operating a system which furnishes utilities, whether wholly or partially within the
boundaries of any county having a population of not less than 59,000 and not more than 60,000,
according to the 1970 Federal Census or any subsequent federal census, or the provisions of any other
law, the subscribers to the services furnished by any utility district may petition the county judge or
chairman of the county court of the county being served by the utility district for the removal and
replacement of commissioners for the district. If a utility district lies within more than one (1) county, a
certified copy of the petition shall be filed with the county judge or chairman of the county court of the
other counties. The petition shall be signed in person by the petitioners with the addresses of their
residence and shall be accompanied by a sworn statement of the person or persons circulating the
petition, who shall state under oath that he or they witnessed the signature of each petitioner, that each
signature is the signature of the person it purports to be, and that to the best of his or their knowledge
each petitioner was, at the time of signing, a subscriber to the services of the district. Such petition shall
include the nomination of three (3) person for each commissioner of the district for consideration for
appointment as commissioners.
Upon receipt of such a petition, signed by fifty percent (50%) of the total subscribers plus one (1)
additional subscriber to the services furnished by the utility district, the county judge or chairman of the
county court shall request from the original purchasers of the bonds of such district a list of three (3)
persons for each commissioner of such district for consideration for appointment as commissioners.
Within sixty (60) days of the filing of the petition, the county judge or chairman shall appoint
commissioners from such nominations to replace the incumbent commissioners of the district. The
county judge or chairman may call for additional nominations from the petitioners and bond purchases
until the appointments are complete. The county judge or chairman shall designate the term of office as
each new commissioner is appointed. In any such district lying in more than one (1) county, the number
of commissioners from any one county shall be, as provided in Section 6-2629, unless otherwise
provided by law. Any incumbent commissioner shall be eligible to seek reappointment to the Board of
Commissioners if he is nominated on the petitions filed under this act.
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SECTION 2. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 6-2615 [72-82-308] is amended by adding the
following sentence to the first paragraph.
The secretary of a utility district in counties having a population of not less than 59,000 and nor more
than 60,000, according to the 1970 Federal Census or any subsequent federal census, shall maintain a
list of subscribers by name and address. Such list shall be available for inspection during normal
business hours.
SECTION 3. This Act shall take effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it.
Passed: May 26, 1971.
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